
Reading and 
Phonics 
Workshop 

Year 2 



Aims of 
the 
session:

 To give parents practical ideas of how to support 

their child’s reading; 

 To give recommended reading ideas; 

 To stress the importance of working together to 

ensure all children can read at the highest level;



Aims 
for 
your 
child:

 To encourage a love of reading, 

 To develop fluency and independence,

 To develop comprehension and 
understanding, 

 To develop a wide reading repertoire.



Phonics 
Phases 

Phase 1 – hearing sounds / segmenting and blending 

Phase 2 – first grapheme (spelling) for consonant 
sounds and short vowel sounds e.g. s, a, t 

Phase 3 – digraphs and first spelling of long vowel 
sounds e.g. ch, ay,

Phase 4 – blending adjacent consonants, consonant 
clusters and revision e.g. stamp, playground 

Phase 5 – alternative spellings of long vowel sounds 
e.g. ay, ai, a-e 

Phase 6 – range of spelling rules (ongoing) e.g. sion, 
tion, cian



Terminology 

 Phoneme –

One unit of sound

 Grapheme –

letter/s name

 Digraph –

2 letters making one sound- cow, ‘ow’

 Trigraphs –

3 letters making one sound –night, ‘igh’

 Split digraphs –

2 vowels with a consonant in between. This used 
to be known as the magic e! spine - i_e



Sound 
mat to 

help with 
writing 
and 

reading



Spelling  

 Spellings will be linked to their phonics that 

week or the rule they are learning.

 Please go over the rule, we can’t teach every 

word

 Spellings are set on a Friday and tested on 

the following Friday

 Will be 8 ish spellings and 2 more spellings 

will be added on the day so focus on the 

rule.



Spelling 

fun ideas  

 Phonics –

https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/forestPhonics/i

ndex.html

 Post it notes – write a grapheme on each post 

it note and hide them around a room. Your 

child has to find them and make the word.

 O and X your child choose one word and you 

choose one word. Rather than O or X you 

write the word (helpful if they are struggling 

on one word as gets them writing the same 

word over and over)

https://ictgames.com/mobilePage/forestPhonics/index.html


Spellings 

 Common exception words need to be spelt 

correctly. 

 https://ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/

 Phonetically plausible words

https://ictgames.com/littleBirdSpelling/


Year 2 
spelling 
rules

 -dge, -ge,

 c before e, i and y, 

 kn and gn, 

 homophones, 

 wr, 

 ‘o’ as u, 

 contractions,

 words ending in –il, –el, –le, -al, -y, 

 adding es, ed, ing, er, est and y, 

 ar after w, 

 sion and tion 

 adding suffixes -ment, -ness, -ful, -less and 
-ly, 

 possessive apostrophe,



Writing

 If they have spelt a word incorrectly that they should 

have spelt correctly, see if they can change it 

themselves. Use a dictionary to help or the common 

exception sheet etc. (In school we highlight in pink to 

mean think about the spelling).

 Have the common exception word sheet/word 

bank/phonics mat in front of them.

 Magpie words from vocabulary in books and challenge 

them to use it in their writing.

 Unusual words,, as long as they have sounded it out 

and made it phonetically plausible it is great. 



Reading 
at home:

 Book bands – please read everyday.

 Please read the book over 2 days. Either twice or half 

on one day and half on the next day.

 We would encourage re-reading the book or a section to 

work on fluency and intonation. 

 Children should be reading their books with 90-95% 

fluency which means they are at the correct level.

 Correcting reading – try and let the children read the 

whole sentence and see if they self correct. If they 

don’t, then highlight it to them.
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Levels

 To be expected by the end of Year 2 is 

gold/white

 To be GD by the end of Year 2 is 

lime/chapter books

 But please remember it is more than just 

what they are able to read. It is their 

understanding which is vital.



Before 
Reading 

 If it is the first time your child has read 

the book, look at the cover and title with 

them to predict what they think the book 

might be about. 

 Make links to other books read with similar 

themes, the same characters and/or similar 

authors/illustrators. 



During 
Reading 

 Ask your child many questions about the 

characters in the book as you read the 

story.

 Ask about key vocabulary. Can they put the 

word in a different sentence and make it 

make sense?

 VIPERS – Vocab, Inference, Predict, Explain, 

Retrieve, Sequence



Reading 
ideas

 Echo reading

 You read and see if they notice your mistake

 Create a reading den for you and your 

child to read inside it

 Family reading time (each take a turn to 

read)

 Facetime a family member/read to a pet

 Library books



Let’s look 
at a text 
and see 
what 
questions 
we could 
ask

 Leo the Lion Club

 By Beverley Randell



Any 
Questions? 


