


KS2 Reading Workshop

Aims
• How do we teach your child to read and

develop their comprehension?
• What are the raised expectations?
• How can I support my child to develop

their reading and comprehension at
home?

• Time to answer questions



Word
Recognition Good comprehension draws on 

knowledge of vocabulary and
grammar and on knowledge of
the world. 

Comprehension skills
develop through pupils’
experience of high-quality 
discussion….. as well as from 
reading and discussing a range
of stories, poems and non-
fiction.

Skilled word
reading involves both the
speedy working out of the
pronunciation of 
unfamiliar printed words 
(decoding) the speedy 
recognition of
familiar printed words.

Comprehension



The Simple View of Reading



Strong comprehension
Strong word reading
• Choose challenging, engaging texts
• Create lots of discussion and debate
• Explore different text types, for 
example graphic texts, to develop 
inference and deduction to a higher 
level

Strong comprehension
Weak word reading
• 1-1 reading is key in developing word
recognition and decoding skills
• read stories higher than their word 
recognition level to keep them motivated
• Focus your efforts on phonics, encourage 
your child to sound out and blend

Weak comprehension
Strong word reading
• Talk, talk, talk, talk, talk!
• Questions and discussion all 
develop understanding
• Reading fluency

Weak comprehension
Weak word reading
• 1-1 reading is key in developing word
recognition and decoding skills
• focus on engaging your child with stories
and develop comprehension skills
• phonics can make all the difference
• Reading to these children works well
•Reading fluency

What type of reader is

my child?



How do we teach your child to read?
(Word Recognition and Comprehension)

Guided
Reading

Individual
Reading

Shared
reading

Letters and
Sounds
(phonics)

Using the
Library

Modelling 
reading 
& fluency

Story Time

Cross curricular
reading
opportunities

Reading for 
Pleasure



How do we teach your child to read?
Fluency

modelled comprehension modelled expert prosody

repeated reading

echo reading
text marking

performance reading



What do Whole Class 

Guided Reading lessons 

look like?

• Highly successful model – main vehicle for teaching reading (word 
recognition and comprehension) in Key Stage 2 across the school

• Texts each week are themed to highlight links between different 
texts

• Each session is carefully planned for using strategies to read 
independently as well as developing comprehension skills

• Questions and responses are based around our “VIPERS” acronym. 
Activity based responses and partner talk are encouraged as much 
as formal written answers.





Example Lesson



Example Lesson



Example Lesson



Example Lesson



Raised Expectations by end of KS2

Test Content

• a greater focus on fictional texts
• a greater emphasis on the comprehension elements, 

including inference and deduction
• The expectation for vocabulary understanding and 

reading stamina is high
• 3 texts and a separate answer booklet
• a total of 1 hour to read the 3 texts in the reading 

booklet and answer the questions
• Texts will increase in difficulty
• Marks out of 50; Scaled score between 80 and 120



Raised Expectations
– Test Content

•

2023 – 2,106 words    Pass - 48% 





Insert test snips



2 marks



3 marks



What makes successful readers?

• Large vocabulary  - children with largest vocabularies are most successful with
comprehension.

• Being able to identify new vocabulary.

• Being able to make predictions. (What do you think will happen next? Why do
you think that? What clues in the text lead you to think that?)

• Self monitoring – to seek clarification. (I’m puzzled by… can anyone explain
why?)

• Readers need to ask questions – during and after reading (Good readers
internalise questions – adult support can draw these out and develop)

• Asking/answering different types of questions 
(literal/inference/deduction/opinion)

• Summarising – a good indication someone has understood what they have read.
(plot/theme/character)

• Guided reading and comprehension lessons are rich and meaningful contexts

in which children develop these skills. These skills can also be developed at

home with your support!



How can I support my child with
reading at home?

Reading to
your
child/sharing
books

Hear your child read
(Daily - Reading
Logs)
Give support and
encouragement

Using Libraries

Enjoying a wide range
of materials:
Picture books (all
ages!)
Newspapers
Magazines
E-books (Bug Club)
Audio books

Make reading a pleasure! Make it fun!
Encourage your child to enjoy books everyday!

Your child is never too old to read to you or for you to read to them!

Asking
effective   Reinforcing taught
questions phonemes/sight words

Encourage wide
reading – range of
genres

Being a role
model – get
caught reading!



How to ask effective

questions.
There are different types of questions. To have a good
comprehension skills your child needs to develop their

ability to respond to all of these.

Literal Inference Deduction/Opinion

Inference: Children often find it hard to provide the evidence needed to
support their point.
Deduction/Opinion: If children have poor domain knowledge, they find this
type of question really difficult!

The looking

and finding

question

The clue

question

The thinking question

– goes beyond the

text. This connects

the text to the World.



Recommended Reads

Where to start……………?

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/

https://www.listchallenges.com/tes-100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks2-school-pupils/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://www.listchallenges.com/tes-100-fiction-books-all-children-should-read


Finally...
Supporting your child to read is the most important thing you

can do to help your child succeed!

Your child’s ability to read directly impacts their ability to write!

Reading together is fun and helps build relationships!

The impact lasts a lifetime. Successful readers tend to be more

imaginative and confident!

Children learn by example, so if they see you reading, they are

likely to want to join in.

Talk, talk, talk! More able readers are better speakers. The

wider and richer your child’s vocabulary and knowledge and

experience of the world around them, the better their

comprehension will be!



Any questions?


