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The skills of reading and writing fluently and confidently 
a e esse tial to pa ti ipate fully as a e e  of so iety.  

 

Spoken language is key as it underpins all reading and 
writing. 

 

The uality a d a iety of la guage that pupils hea  a d 
speak are vital for developing their vocabulary and grammar 
a d thei  u de sta di g fo  eadi g a d iti g.  

 



Spoken Language 
Children should be taught to speak clearly and  to convey 

ideas confidently. They need to: 

•Listen and respond appropriately 

•Ask questions 

•Articulate and justify opinions 

•Give well structured descriptions 

•Maintain attention and participate actively in discussions 

•Monitor the interest of the listener 

•Evaluate different viewpoints 

 

 



Reading 
Children need to be encouraged to read fluently, widely, often and for 

enjoyment.  

Schools should have ambitious expectations for reading at home. 

Children should be encouraged to read as writers. Reading increases 

vocabulary and it feeds the imagination. 

Reading includes word reading and comprehension. 

Word reading 

The understanding that the letters on the page represent the sounds in 

spoken English is vital. 

Comprehension 

Good comprehension draws from vocabulary knowledge and knowledge 

of the world. 

 



Writing 

Child e  should ha e sta i a a d the skills to ite at 
length with accurate spelling and punctuation and correct 

use of g a a .  

Transcription (spelling and handwriting) 

The curriculum gives guidance for spellings for KS1 and 

statutory word lists for KS2. Handwriting continues to focus 

on being fluent, legible and speedy. 

Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them) 

The emphasis is on clarity, awareness of the audience, 

purpose and context. 



Vocabulary and Grammar 

Vocabulary 

Pupil’s a uisitio  a d o a d of o a ula y a e key to 
their learning across the whole curriculum. It is crucial for 
reading comprehension and writing.  

They need to: 

• increase their store of words 

• discuss shades of meaning 

Grammar 

There are Programmes of Study for each year group and 
luckily teachers have been given a glossary to help them 
know the difference between intransitive, finite, auxiliary 
and modal verbs! 



Focus on Comprehension 

As children learn to read they learn to decode text. To become 

fluent readers they must comprehend what they are reading. 

We want to encourage children to become enthusiastic and 

thoughtful readers who understand and engage with what they are 

reading. Children need to interact with the text. Comprehension is 

an active process that involves critically evaluating the text, making 

connections with existing knowledge and reflecting upon 

responses.  

Children need to go beyond the literal interpretation and recall to 

explore the complex meanings of a text using inference and 

deduction. This applies to picture books as well as complex texts. 

 



What do we need to encourage? 

We need to: 

• Encourage extensive reading 

• Promote an environment where high quality talk about texts occurs 

• Teach vocabulary 

• Monitor meaning (experienced readers have a self-awareness) 

• Encourage children to ask their own questions 

• Activate prior knowledge and make links between what children 

already know with the new information that they are encountering 

• Make predictions based on explicit and implicit evidence 

• Suggest that children form mental images whilst they are reading 

of settings and characters 



Ideas for at home 
1. Text structure analysis 

After reading the children can draw story maps.  

2. Sequencing texts  

Retell the story.  

3. Summarising 

Identify the main idea. Decide which events are most significant. Skim read and give oral 

summary. Go through paragraphs and highlight key sentences. 

4. Character development  

Imagine how a character is feeling. Identify with the character. Chart the development 

of a character over time. 

5. Identify themes 

Compare to other stories. 

6. Reading for multiple meanings  

Need to understand that readers respond to texts in different ways. 

7. Relate texts to personal experiences 

 



Questioning 

Closed question focus on recall. 

Literal questions recall information 

 

Open questions encourage inference and deduction. 

Deductive questions read between the lines using information from 

different parts of the text and ask children to draw on their own experiences 

Evaluative questions  go beyond the text. 

 

Children need to generate their own questions. 

 

Be careful because asking too many questions can discourage thoughtful 

answers. It is the deep discussion that is needed. 

 



Comprehension at home 

Read aloud to children of all ages books that are beyond what they can read and books 

that they would not normally choose to read. 

 

When answering questions make a point, give evidence and reflect. 

When reading use the following format: predict; clarify; question and summarise. 

Reception and Year 1 

Link what they read or hear to their own experiences 

Discuss word meaning 

Discuss the significance of the title and the events 

Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done. 

Predict based on what has already happened. 

Year 2 

Talk about favourite words and phrases 

Dis uss ause a d effe t e.g. hat has p o pted a ha a te ’s eha iou ? 

Discussion should be demonstrated to children. 



Year 3 and 4 

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words 

Retell stories 

Identify themes 

D a  i fe e es e.g. ha a te ’s feeli gs, thoughts, oti es 

Justify inferences with evidence 

Predict using evidence 

Focus on one paragraph and summarise the main idea 

 

Year 5 and 6 

Recommend books and justify views 

Compare books with the same themes e.g. loss 

Compare characters experiencing the same emotions 

Evaluate how authors use language, considering the impact on the reader 

Participate in discussions and challenge the views of others 


