
 St. James’ RC Primary School – Collective Worship – Summer 2022  

 

ST JAMES’ COLLECTIVE WORSHIP POLICY 
 

This policy has the School’s Motto at its heart 
 

Faith in action, 
Growing together, 

Walking in the footsteps of Christ. 

 
Introduction to Collective Worship at St James’ School 
At St. James’ RC Primary School, the daily act of collective worship is viewed as an integral and important part 
of school life. Collective worship provides us with an opportunity to further develop our relationship with God. 
It is a time where we come together to share our love of God through prayer and liturgy giving him glory, 
honour, thanks and praise. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into 
relationship made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Aims of Collective Worship  
We believe that collective worship in our school community gives us the opportunity to: 

 Contemplate the mystery of God; 

 Unite our worshipping Eucharistic community; 

 Reflect on spiritual and moral issues; 

 Grow in liturgical understanding and development;  

 Reflect the Catholic nature of the school; 

 Reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition; 

 Provide opportunities to celebrate the liturgical season and special feasts 
through liturgy, ritual, symbol and prayer; 

 Celebrate, to give thanks, to wonder, to acknowledge success, applaud achievement and to respond 
to loss and difficulties; 

 Develop the necessary skills of reverence, contemplation, reflection, interpretation, empathy and 
meditation. 
 

All of these opportunities will enable our relationship with God to be deepened and enhanced. 

Legal Requirements 
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. This can take 
place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts 
of worship in school groups. We understand that simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, said by 
either the teacher or everyone present, does not fulfil this requirement. This time for worship is in addition to 
the 10% curriculum time for classroom Religious Education, as required by the Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales. At St James’, collective worship is more than a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life 
and central to our Catholic tradition. 
 
Definitions of Prayer and Liturgy in Collective Worship 
Prayer 
‘Prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. God thirsts that we may thirst for God’ [Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 2560] 
At the heart of the Christian faith is the belief in a God who communicates with people. God calls every human 
person into a loving relationship and as with every relationship, our relationship with God can only grow 
through communication. Prayer is the way in which we engage in communication with God. Christians believe 
that prayer is essential to human fulfilment for it is only in God that we can discover ourselves, our meaning 
and our purpose. At St James’, we foster and deepen the children’s personal relationship with God our Father 
daily in prayer. We do this by helping them become aware of God’s Presence in their lives and of His love for 
them by leading them to respond to Him in a manner suited to their age. This may be in one of the following 
ways: 
Listening - being attentive to the voice of God in every moment of life. 



 St. James’ RC Primary School – Collective Worship – Summer 2022  

 

Speaking - expressing our heart’s deepest longings and desires to the One who knows and understands us 
better than we know and understand ourselves. 
Reflecting - thinking about our relationship with God. Pondering on the actions of God in history and in the 
unfolding mystery of our lives. 
Resting – simply being consciously in the presence of God, knowing that we are loved.  

 
We aim to help children understand that prayer can have a variety of forms and styles and express different 
things. The Catechism of the Catholic Church identifies the following forms of prayer: 
 

 Blessing and Adoration – the prayer which blesses God for the goodness which has been shown to 
humankind 

 Petition – the prayer which asks for forgiveness and which calls for the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God 

 Intercession – consists in asking on behalf of another 

 Thanksgiving – acknowledging the gifts which God has given 

 Praise – the prayer which praises God simply because God is  
[CCC 2623 –2649]  
 

Liturgy 
‘Liturgy’ literally means, work of the people, and points to the fact that something else is going on beyond 
prayer. It is the formalising of worship at the heart of which is symbol and action. Liturgy celebration therefore 
should be brought in all human symbols of expression - art, dance, poetry, music, gesture, stillness. The 
‘Liturgy of the Word with Children Guidelines’ [1996 The Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales] lists the 
General Principles of Liturgy: 

 Liturgy is the praise and worship of God. 

 Liturgy is the source and summit of the Church’s life and our lives. 

 The function of the liturgy is to build up members of Christ’s body, to strengthen us in preaching Christ. 

 Liturgy is action and symbol; it speaks to the whole person, it involves all the senses: sight, touch, sound, 
taste and smell.  

 Participating in liturgy forms our habits because we are ritual people and learn through repetition and 
copying. 

 In liturgy we discover the riches of prayer, through word and gesture, silence and stillness.  

 The purpose of adapting liturgy for children is to lead them into full, conscious and active participation in 
the liturgy of the parish.                          

 Liturgy with children, as with adults, demands dignity, clarity and simplicity.  
 
Collective Worship 
Collective Worship is an important aspect of a faith. Each day the children take part in a Collective Worship, 
whether it is in small groups in class, in year groups or as a whole school. Collective Worship is an ideal 
opportunity to celebrate. Celebrations are an essential part of life for people of every age and faith. Collective 
Worships consist of varying elements such as gathering and greeting, listening, reflecting, responding through 
community praise, especially in song, prayer and of course the children’s own work and ideas. All acts of 
worship should: 
 

 Give glory and praise to God; 

 Be carefully structured to ensure a quality experience for all participants; 

 Be clear in their liturgical focus and varied in their delivery. 
 

A variety of opportunities for worship are provided at St James’, including individual prayer, group prayer in 
both formal and informal styles and settings, and the celebration of the Eucharist, which is the centre of 
worship for the Catholic community. Opportunities for worship should be linked with Feast Days and with the 
liturgical seasons of Advent, Lent, Christmastide and Easter. Those organising collective worship encourage the 
children to participate as actively as possible and inspire in them deep thought and a heartfelt response. 
Children are also encouraged to contribute their skills and gifts to the planning and leading of prayer and 
worship at every opportunity. Prayers encourage us to remember that God is at the centre of our lives, at the 
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beginning and end of our day and in the decisions we make. Therefore, the children and staff of St James’ say 
prayers at the beginning of the day, at lunchtime and at the end of the day. Each class has a prayer focus 
within their room in the form of a display, collection of artefacts, bible and candle etc. This is where the 
children can focus during times of class prayer or private refection throughout the day. Writing individual 
prayers in all the St James’ Prayer Books, opportunities for spontaneous prayer and quiet reflection 
opportunities in the KS2 Peace Garden enable pupils to value and participate in voluntary acts of worship. 
Prayers are also shared at staff meetings, governor meetings and parent gatherings.   
 
Format for Collective Worship 
We understand worship to be a special act or occasion the purpose of which is to show reverence to God. 
Collective worship involves members of the school coming together and participating.  
Collective worship in our school may follow the pattern or a variation of the pattern detailed below: 
 

 Gathering - how we come together, the setting, the environment (quiet/ 
reflective music, lighted candles, statues, sign of the cross) focus and 
examination of conscience etc); 

 Word - a reading from the Scriptures (or another suitable source), explaining 
the word, time to reflect on this and prayers to fit into the theme; 

 Action/Response - a ritual movement that everyone can join in that fits with the theme (gestures 
such as shaking hands, holding hands, lighting a candle, prayers, responses to prayers, etc); 

 Mission - the sending out from the celebration, giving the children something to hold onto from the 
experience of the liturgy that they can take into their daily lives. 
 

Forms of Collective Worship 
Whole School Assemblies 
Whole school acts of worship take place on Mondays and Fridays. The Monday assembly is led by the Head 
Teacher and is centred around the Gospel readings. The Friday assembly is our award assembly, which offers 
us an opportunity to acknowledge and reward children for their achievements both in and out of school. It 
plays an important part in promoting the ethos of the school; that all children are valued and all achievements 
are recognised. 
 
Key Stage Collective Worship 
KS1 and KS2 assemblies take place at different times of the day on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. The 
pupils gather together for Collective Worship linked to the liturgical season or other religious, PSHE or social 
justice themes. A variety of staff and groups of children lead the assemblies.  
The staff use a range of resources, including Mark Ten Mission, CAFOD and Mission Together in the 
preparation and delivery of these assemblies.  
 
Child Led Collective Worship 
Each week, different children in KS2 have an opportunity to plan and lead collective worship within the school 
year. The children contribute to the planning of their worship. The children choose scripture, write payers and 
choose hymns. The children are included and involved in the whole process of planning and delivery of the 
worship. In EYFS and KS1, children will contribute to the planning of Collective Worship with support and 
direction from their teacher. 
 
School Masses 
Our parish priest, celebrates class Masses in the school with the children, staff and parents every half term. 
The Parish community of St James the Great are also invited to attend. The children attend whole school 
Masses at our parish church, every half term and on Holy Days of Obligation if they occur in school time. St 
James’ children contribute to the order of the Mass. They help to prepare and lead the Mass through altar 
serving, reading, offering of the gifts, choosing the hymns and writing bidding prayers. 
 
Liturgies 
Throughout the year, to mark important events in the Church’s liturgical year, we hold special liturgies such as 
Adoration and Reconciliation Service. These are usually held at our local parish church. 
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Advent 
Each year, KS2 children lead the school in an Advent Service held at St James’ Church. Advent is reflected 
through scripture and carols. Parents, carers, and governors are invited to join us for this special time of 
worship. 
 
Passion Play  
Every Lent, Year 5 perform the Passion Play. The children re-enact the Passion and Resurrection of Christ 
through drama, scripture and music. KS2 children, Year 5 parents and governors are invited to this special 
occasion in preparation for Easter. 
 
Children Prayer Groups 
Throughout the Year of The Church, children are invited to pray before school. In May and October, the 
children are invited to attend a prayer group to pray the Rosary. During Lent and Advent, passages from the 
Bible are read and reflected upon. These groups are led by the RE Subject Leader. 
 
Resources for Collective Worship 
There are many resources available for planning collective worship. These are stored with the Head Teacher 
and Deputy Head Teacher. Further resources are kept within each class. They are reviewed regularly as part of 
the RE Subject Leader’s monitoring role. There are several Internet sites that are also a useful resource for 
planning. Examples being: 
www.assemblies.org.uk 
www.cafod.org.uk 
https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/ 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/ 
https://missiontogether.org.uk/ 
 
Monitoring and Evaluating 
This policy is to be monitored by the RE Subject Leader and evaluated and reviewed by the whole school staff 
every two years. We will use a series of factors to evaluate our acts of collective worship such as: 

 How collective worship is resourced in terms of materials, visual aids etc. Are they appropriate? 

 The opportunities for pupils to plan and lead quality prayer and worship celebrations; 

 The involvement, enjoyment, attention and reaction of the pupils at St James’ ensuring collective 
worship has a clear purpose, message and direction. 

 
By monitoring and evaluating this policy we aim to ensure that the collective worship experienced within the 
school is a relevant, meaningful and positive contribution to the religious, spiritual and moral development of 
all members of the school community. 
 
This policy will be updated in line with any new developments in the school and/or any new government 
guidance. All staff are expected to follow the policy and are responsible for ensuring the effectiveness of 
practice across the school. 
 
This policy was last reviewed in summer 2022 and it will next be reviewed in summer 2025. 
 
This statement of policy was approved by the Governing Body at their meeting on: -  
 
Date:    _____________________________________ 
 
Signed:                                                             
                                                                      
___________________________________ (Chairperson)   
  
__________________________________ (Head teacher)  
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