
 

 

 Friday 9th November 2018            Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 8 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I want to share a letter with you that I received 
this week from Nick Gibb MP. He congratulates 
the school on the outstanding achievement in the 
2018 phonic screening check that puts our school 
in the top 3% of schools in the country.  Well done 
to the children and staff that work so hard every 
day. Please see the attached letter.  
 
In school this week the children have been 
learning that 2018 marks 100 years since the end 
of the First World War. 700,000 British 
soldiers lost their lives in the war, which was 
fought from 1914 to 1918. The Year 6 children 
have been selling poppies on behalf of The British 
Legion as, on the centenary of the Armistice, it is 
right that we come together to give thanks to 
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice and those 
who returned home to help shape the world we 
live in today.  
 
We started the week with an assembly given by 

The Blue Cross about animals and their role in 

World War 1. Over 16 million animals were used 

for transport, 

communication 

and 

companionship 

and were a 

crucial part of 

the war effort. 

Horses, 

donkeys, mules 

and camels 

carried food, 

water, 

ammunition and 

Headteacher’s Message 
medical supplies to men at the front, and dogs and 

pigeons carried messages. Canaries were used to 

detect poisonous gas, and cats and dogs were 

trained to hunt rats in the trenches. Animals were 

not only used for work as dogs and cats were kept 

as pets and mascots to raise morale and provide 

comfort amidst the hardships of war. 

 

On Tuesday the children were inspired by the poets 

of the Great War. They took part in a drama 

workshop led by West End in Schools. The focus 

was on the people of the Great War and their 

stories. The children created scenes that used 

poetry, interviews with soldiers, and personal 

accounts from the different people involved. From 

Wilfred Owen to Siegfried Sassoon, and from the 

Christmas Day truce to the final victory for the 

Allies, the work shop looked at what World War 

One meant at the time and what it means today. 

Each class focused on a different perspective and 

theme from World War One. These included the 

young men as they were signing up to go to join the 

army, the British and German soldiers in the 

trenches, and the women of Britain whose lives 

were changed forever. At the end of the day 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-25776836


 

 

everyone came together to perform to each 

other, with the final presentation giving a 

chronological account of the war.  

 

Father David celebrated Mass with Year 6 this 

week where the focus was Remembrance. We 

prayed for those that had lost their lives in war. 

We also prayed for peace in the world. Thank you 

to the Parishioners and parents that shared this 

Mass with us. Thank you to Year 6 for the singing 

and readings. It was a beautiful Mass.  

I met with the members of the Student Council 

this week to discuss matters that were 

concerning them. The minutes of the meeting 

can be found on the website.  

 

Thank you to Year 5 who visited The Parish 

Memory Café on Tuesday. I know that the adults 

at the Café were delighted to have the children 

to talk to. The children in Year 5 know that 

dementia is caused by a number of diseases that 

affect the brain. The word 'dementia' describes a 

set of symptoms that may include memory loss 

and difficulties with thinking, problem-solving or 

language. We are so glad to be part of this 

initiative.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday we welcomed a Hindu visitor who 

spoke to the children about his faith. He told the 

children about Diwali, a Hindu festival of lights. 

Diwali symbolises the spiritual "victory of light 

over darkness, good over evil and knowledge over 

ignorance. During the celebration, temples, 

homes, shops and office buildings are brightly 

illuminated. 

 

 

This week Class Librarians have been working very 

hard to make their class libraries look inviting and 

welcoming. Mrs Connolly and I judged the areas. 

Everyone had obviously worked very hard but the 

winner was Year 5 and their librarians were 

awarded by being able to buy a book for their 

book corner. Well done Aidan, Florence and 

Jonathan!  
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Reception Class 2019/20 - Siblings  
Please email the school office if you have a child due 
to start school in September 2019 (those born 
between 1st September 2014 and 31st August 
2015). We will need the child's full name and date of 
birth please.   
There will be an open morning on Wednesday 21st 
November at 9.15am and Supplementary 
Information Forms (SIFs) will be handed out.  Sibling 
families do not have to attend the open morning and 
SIFs will be available from the school office or the 
website from the 21st November. 
  
Year 3 Trip to the National Gallery 
Unfortunately, due to issues with our free train 
tickets from TfL, this trip will be rescheduled for early 
in the spring Term.  
Miss Atkinson  
 
Christmas Productions: 
You are invited to our Christmas productions: 
 
KS2 Advent Concert on Monday 10th December at 
6pm at St James's Church. 
 
KS1 "A Very Noisy Nativity" on Wednesday 12th and 
Thursday 13th December at 9.15am in school.  Please 
note that babies or toddlers will not be admitted to 
the Thursday performance. 
 
 
Christmas Lunch: 
The school Christmas lunch (Roast Turkey or 
Vegetable Cracker Parcel) will take place on 
Wednesday 12th December.  If your child already 
has school dinners then they will automatically be 
booked in for this and you do not need to do 
anything.  If your child usually has packed lunches, 
but would like to have the Christmas lunch then 
please send in £2.50 in an envelope marked clearly 
with their name by Monday 18th November. 

Other messages….. Finally, we heard 
that Patrick in 
Year 3 had a 
wonderful 
evening at New 
Scotland Yard. He 
recently won a 
Bromley Police 
competition. He 
represented the 
school extremely 
well and we are 
very proud of 
him.   
 
 

 

We have a busy week next week.  
On Thursday 15th The Image Theatre are visiting 
the school to perform ‘Robin Hood’. This is kindly 
funded by the PTA. 
 
On Thursday 15th There is a Curriculum Evening 
at 7pm in the school hall.  It is an opportunity for 
parents to hear about RE in the school and about 
how parents can help their children at home with 
Reading Comprehension. Please let the office 
know by Wednesday morning if you can attend. 
Obviously if we do not have many replies we will 
have to cancel this event.  
 
On Friday 16th We will be supporting ‘Children in 
Need Day’ by asking children to come to school in 
their own clothes and wearing spots. The 
children can make a suggested donation of £1. 
 
On Friday 16th Year 1 are visiting the library. 
Please see Miss McCarthy if you are able to join 
them.  
 

Good Luck to the children that are running in the 

Cross Country Competition at Crystal Palace on 

Saturday. We will hear how they get on in 

Monday’s Whole School Assembly.  
 
Have a wonderful weekend.  
 
Mrs Weeks 
 



 

 

Dates 

The Wednesday Word 

Safeguarding 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 0 

Year 1 0 

Year 2 0 

Year 3 2 

Year 4 0 

Year 5  1 

Year 6 0 

Attendance   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Reception, Year 3 and Year 5 for all 

getting to school on time.  

 

 

 

 
The NSPCC gives advice on keeping children safe. As 
a parent you have probably already talked to your 
children about things like crossing the road safely. 
But have you spoken to them about how to stay 
safe from sexual abuse? We know it’s a 
conversation no parent wants to have, but we 
believe it can feel just as natural, and be just as 
easy, as the road safety chat. The NSPCC call it 
talking PANTS. From P through to S, each letter 
gives an important message for children as young as 
four to help them stay safe. Please see the NSPCC 
website for more details.  
 

 

 

 

 
Wednesday 21st Open Morning at 9:15 for       
prospective Reception Class 2019 
 
Wednesday 21st Year 3 are taking part in The Tate 
Modern Project at school. 
 
Thursday 22nd Year 3 Scootsure 
 
Friday 23rd Reception class visiting the library 
 
Friday 23rd PTA Christmas Cracker Assembly 
 
Saturday 24th PTA Christmas Fair 12-3pm 
 
Sunday 25th Choir performing at Petts Wood   
Memorial Hall  
 
Tuesday 27th Nasal Spray Flu Vaccination for    
Reception to Year 5 
 
Wednesday 28th 9-9:45 Open classrooms for   
parents to visit lessons 
 
Wednesday 28th The Cardinal Hume Centre     
representative to talk to Year 5 and Year 6  
 
Thursday 29th Athlete to visit school 
 
Friday 30th Helen O’Grady Performance to       
parents at 12:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week’s word is GIFTS.  The children know 
that they are all unique and valuable to God. God 
entrusted them with individual gifts to bring to 
the world and share.  



 

 

PTA NEWS Oakies Club   
 

It’s not long to go now until our Christmas Fair on 
Saturday 24 November, 12.00-3.00pm. We are 
looking forward to seeing you and your families on 
the day for what is always one of our most popular 
events. Thank you to all our class reps who are     
coordinating all the stalls and all those who have 
volunteered so far. 
  
We hope your children enjoy making their crackers 
this year. We’re asking the children to create just 
two crackers per child this year so hopefully this 
makes it easier for you all! We’ll share photos of 
some of last year’s crackers on our Facebook page 
next week so keep an eye out if you would like     
inspiration.  We suggest spending approximately £2 
on the contents of each cracker and ask that no   
second hand toys are used to fill them please.  
  
Do take this chance to clear through your cupboards 
and see if you have any donations for this year’s fair 
that could be brought into the school from Monday 
19th November. Details of all the donations              
required are listed on the Christmas Fair letter that 
you received this week with your raffle tickets. 
  
Monday 19th November is Bottle Day and        
members of the PTA will be in the school hall        
collecting bottles for the Bottle Tombola.  We       
welcome donations of any bottles whether wine, 
spirits, olive oil or bubble bath – it is always good to 
have variety on this stall! 
  
 We appreciate all your help and generosity! 
  
Monday 19 November  - Bottle Day and Christmas 
Fair donations 
Friday 23 November  - Christmas Cracker Assembly 
Saturday 24 November, 12-3pm -St James’       
Christmas Fair 
Saturday 8 December  - Christmas Tree Sale 
Tuesday 11 December 5.30pm Cinderella, Churchill 
Theatre     
  
Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 
our Facebook page. 

T 
 
 

The activity for the week was firework paintings, 
as you can see some children painted and some 
splattered, but all to a fabulous effect. 
  
As we like to take the children outside most   
evenings, could you please make sure they have 
their coats in school. 
  
Have a nice weekend. 
  
Oakie dokie 
  
Janet Wallis and team  

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com

