
 

 

 Friday 5th October 2018            Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 4 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
On Monday a representative from CAFOD visited 
the school to talk to the children about the work 
of CAFOD. The Catholic Agency For Overseas 
Development are an international development 
charity and the official aid agency of the Catholic 
Church in England and Wales. They stand beside 
people living in poverty – whatever their religion 
or culture. They help people directly in their own 
communities and campaign for global justice, so 
that everyone can reach their full potential. We 
are very happy to support them in their work. 
Thank you to the children that donated money 
this week by going on a CAFOD walk through 
Jubilee Park to raise awareness. We raised…… 
Thank you to the 
PTA for providing 
the children with 
a drink and a 
biscuit at the end 
of the walk. 
Children were also 
told that today is 
CAFOD Family 
Fast Day and 
families are being 
encouraged to 
have a simple 
meal.  
 
Mrs Martin held an assembly this week to launch 
Black History Month. She talked to the children 
about what Black History Month is and why it is 
held. Throughout October the school will be 
celebrating the achievements of significant and 
inspiring figures such as Nelson Mandela, Rosa 
Parks and Mary Seacole. The culture, history and 
achievements of black and ethnic minority 
communities will take centre stage. Children will 
learn about a wide range of topics during Black 

Headteacher’s Message 
History Month, including the civil rights movement 
and heroes of sport, music and entertainment. 
Thank you to Mrs Martin was organising this.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week I held a meeting with the Student 
Council. We discussed plans for the year and ideas 
on how we can improve the school.  The minutes 
can be found on the website.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the parents that came to the first PTA 
meeting of the year on Tuesday. We have a 
wonderful PTA that works so hard for our school. 
Please continue to support them.  The PTA exists to 
provide closer links between home and school and 
it is an excellent way to bring staff, parents and 
friends together socially in support of the school, 
working towards a common goal.  
 
Everyone is welcome.  All families are automatically 
members of the St James' RC School PTA when 



 

 

their child joins our school. Please contact the PTA 
if you would like to be involved.  
 
Thank you to the Reception and Year 1 parents for 
attending the meeting on Wednesday night 
regarding how parents can help at home with 
school work. We aim to give parents as much 
information as possible. Parents have said, "there 
were really useful tips for supporting children at 
home and it was good to see the resources used 
by the school.’   
 
I want to thank Bromley High for inviting our Year 
5 and Year 6 children to attend a lecture by Lizzie 
Day from the Marine Conservation Society.  We 
are looking forward to working closely with 
Bromley High in the future.  
 
I met with the Head teachers of the other seven 
Catholic Primary Schools in Bromley this week. We 
discussed the impact of the work that we do 
together.  The Trust focuses upon pupils’ learning 
and maintaining our Catholic ethos. We join 
together for spiritual reflection and to moderate 
Writing, Reading, Science, Mathematics and RE.  
All of our schools have raised standards in one 
aspect or another because of this partnership and 
the accountability that we have for one another.  
We have a standards’ adviser, who reviews each 
of our schools termly and reports back to the 
collective Governing bodies. Each of our schools is 
a stand-alone Academy however we work in 
partnership. The Umbrella Trust, is not a hard 
federation like a Multi-Academy Trust, and each 
Umbrella Trust school holds its own budget. The 
Head Teachers of each school meet together 
regularly and we have become a strong and 
effective group.  The eight Umbrella Trust schools 
are: St. Anthony’s, Holy Innocents’, St. 
Philomena’s, St. Joseph’s, St Mary’s, St. Peter and 
St. Paul’s, St. Vincent’s and St. James’.  
 
I would like to say thank you to Year 6 who have 
all been allocated responsibilities across the 
school. These duties include looking after children 
in younger classes, organising the prayer table and 
helping in the dining hall. They have settled into 
their new roles extremely well and are such 
positive role models for the rest of the school. 
 
This week we were pleased to hear about Ciarán 
in Year 6 who met the Mayor as he was selected 

out of all the 
children in Petts 
Wood who 
completed this 
year’s Reading 
Challenge, 
‘Mischief Makers’, 
to represent Petts 
Wood library. Huge 
congratulations to 
Ciaran.  
 
Mr Parr still has 
some places in his 
weekly KS2 Reading Club for boys. Please see Mr 
Parr if your son would like to join this free 
lunchtime club.  
 
Thank you to Louise in Year 5 for suggesting that 
we have some bee-attracting flowers in our school 
garden. Mrs Deasey is already on the case!  
 
Please could you remind children not to ride bikes 
or scooters in the school grounds at the beginning 
or end of the day. They should walk the scooters 
and bikes until they are outside the school gates. 
Please do not let children climb on the playground 
equipment at the start or end of the day as there 
is no formal school supervision of this equipment. 
Could I also remind KS2 parents not to go onto the 
KS2 Playground in the morning. If parents would 
like to speak to a teacher could they please go to 
the office and ask the office staff if the teacher is 
available.  Thank you for helping the children to 
stay safe.  
 
Each week the class teachers let everyone know in 
our Friday Celebration Assembly who their ‘Pupil 
of the Week’ is. This half term our focus is on 
presentation of work. To celebrate these children 
I have afternoon tea with them on a Friday.  In 
assembly on Fridays we like to hear about awards 
that children have won outside of school so please 
encourage children to tell us about their 
achievements.  
 
This week Mrs Richards and I attended training to 
become Mental Health Champions with Place2Be. 
This is a national charity providing emotional 
support to children, and the adults who work with 
them, in schools. This will enable us to create a 
positive mental health experience for the school 



 

 

Dates 

community, and to embed a culture of supporting 
positive mental health within the school. We will 
develop a whole school mental health strategy 
which will do the following:  
 Develop processes to identify needs and 

develop provisions of support; 
 Build the capacity, confidence and capability 

of staff to lead on mental health themes; 
 Enable us to promote the importance of 

children’s mental health in our school;  
 Consider how best to support the mental 

health needs of children and their families. 
 

I want to let parents know about Free School 
Meals and Pupil Premium Payments. These are 
available to all eligible pupils attending Bromley 
schools. Since September 2014 primary pupils in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 have received free 
school meals automatically but it is still necessary 
for parents of these pupils, who receive one or 
more of the qualifying benefits, to complete a 
Free School Meal/Pupil Payment Premium 
application. This will entitle your child to receive 
additional Pupil Premium funding. For pupils in all 
other year groups an application must be 
submitted to secure both Free School Meals and 
the Pupil Premium Payment. Please click on the 
link below and apply online for your free school 
meals. If you do not have access to this online 
please collect a form from the school office. 
Parents should apply if their children are aged 
four or over and are attending a maintained 
school in Bromley and receive child benefit for the 
child and one or more of the following: 
Equal Based JSA / ESA 
Income Support (IS) 
Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 
Income-related employment and support 
allowance (IRESA) 
Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to 
Working Tax Credit and have an annual income, as 
assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs, 
that does not exceed £16,190 
Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 
Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit 
run-on (the payment someone receives for a 
further four weeks after they stop qualifying for 
Working Tax Credit) 
Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999. 
http://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200086/schools 
_and_colleges/62/free_school_meals 

The Wednesday Word 

Well done to our Reception children as they come 
to the end of their first week of full time school. 
They have done so well and hopefully are not too 
tired.  
Please remember to follow the school on twitter 
to see updates and information.  
 
Have a good weekend and enjoy the PTA event on 
Saturday afternoon if you are going.   
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
October 
Monday 8th Her Honour Judge Kathryn Major will 
be talking to Year 6 
Monday 8th The Blue Cross will be talking to 
children about staying safe around dogs.  
Monday 8th The Big Pumpkin Weighing 
Monday 8th Parents are able to come into school 
at 3:20 to look at their children’s school work in 
their trays. Teachers will not be in classrooms at 
this time but children are able to show parents 
their work.  
Tuesday 9th Year 5 Puberty Talk 
Wednesday 10th -   Friday 12th Year 5 Wild Child 
Trip 
Friday 12th Year 3 visiting Petts Wood Library 
Monday 15th-Friday 19th: Year 6 PGL Trip 
Wednesday 17th Whole School Harvest Mass at 
church 
Wednesday 17th Year 4 Roman Feast 
Thursday 18th PTA Own Clothes Day 
Friday 19th Year 5 Class Assembly Wild Child 9:15 
for parents 
Monday 22nd-Friday 26th Half Term 
 
 
 
 
This week’s word is OPENNESS.  This Sunday’s 
Gospel reminds us that the Kingdom of God is 
open to everybody. God has a great plan for each 
of our lives, and we can discover what it is when 
we are open to God. Children have been asked to 
think about how they can be more open to God 
and to others this coming week.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200086/schools%20_and_colleges/62/free_school_meals
http://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200086/schools%20_and_colleges/62/free_school_meals


 

 

Safeguarding 

Other messages….. 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 1 

Year 1 3 

Year 2 0 

Year 3 1 

Year 4 3 

Year 5  0 

Year 6 1 

Attendance 

Sports 

 
 
All volunteers in the school are asked to collect a 
Code of Conduct for Staff and Volunteers from the 
office to read. They are then asked to sign the 
front page of the Code of Conduct and leave it in 
the office.  
 
 
 

Margaret, from Oakies, has very kindly donated 
50 tennis balls for the children to 
enjoy.  They have been using them to improve 
their ball skills - juggling, throwing, catching, 
rolling and of course tennis.  Great fun is being 
had as we continue to enjoy the sunny weather. 
 
Please note if you need to contact Oakies 
about changing days/adding days or to tell us your 
child is ill and will not be attending etc, please 
could you contact us directly on the Oakies mobile 
- 07340961024 , or our email -  breakfastclub@st-
james.bromley.sch.uk. 
 
Have a good weekend. 
Oakies 
 

 

 

 

 

Oakies Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Year 2 and Year 5 for all being in school on 

time.  

 

 

Please see sports news attached—it will also be 

uploaded onto the website. 

 

 

 

 

A new Spanish class will be starting for Reception 
children after half-term during lunchtimes on 
Mondays.  Anyone who is interested in a place 
should  either fill the form available from the office 
or make contact directly with Rocio Blanco, 
myspanishowl@hotmail.com by Wednesday  10th 
October. This is a popular lunchtime club that 
older children already attend.   
 
Year 3 will be going to the library at 10.50am on 
Friday 12th October.  We will be back by 12 
o’clock.  Please let the school office know if you 
are available to come with us.  Thank you. 

mailto:breakfastclub@st-james.bromley.sch.uk
mailto:breakfastclub@st-james.bromley.sch.uk


 

 

PTA NEWS School Garden  

Dear Parents, 

Applications are now being invited for schools to 

take part in the London Children’s Flower Society 

Spring Bulb Growing Competition to be judged in 

February/March 2019. 

The London Children’s Flower Society has been 

running flower growing competitions for over 70 

years and with the current trend for gardening we 

are keen to encourage our children to join in and 

‘get growing’. By entering… 

 Each child will be given a Daffodil bulb and 

pot; 

 Each pot will be judged in Spring and awards 

given to each child or group – Bronze/Silver/

Gold; 

 Schools can win trophies and prizes, 

including garden tool sets, gardening 

vouchers, books and educational visits to 

places such as Kew Gardens;  

 The top 27 schools will be selected by LCFS 

and invited to their Annual Trophy 

Ceremony at the London Guildhall, in the 

presence of HRH The Countess of Wessex, 

to receive their trophy and prizes.  

If you would like your child to enter, please bring 

in £1 to the class teacher by Tuesday 9th October 

and we will arrange for the pots and bulbs to be 

ordered. 

Many thanks, 

Mrs Deasy 

School Garden co-ordinator 

Thanks to all those who joined us for the 
PTA AGM on Tuesday.  We are delighted to 
announce that the total funds raised during 
2017/18 was £23,600.  This is an incredible 
amount for a one form entry school so many 
thanks to all our families and friends for your 
continued support and generosity. We were 
really pleased to see some new faces at the 
meeting!  We will circulate the minutes to all 
parents over the next few weeks.  Thanks 
too from the committee to those who have 
stepped up to be class reps this year – we 
couldn’t organise all the events without your 

efforts and this will be a busy term!  

Good luck to all our models taking part in 
the first PTA Fashion Show this Saturday in 
the school hall from 3-5pm. Tickets are 
available on the door.  We look forward to 

an exciting afternoon! 

 Thanks to all who took part in the 
Christmas Card project this year.  We 
hope you all remembered to take a copy 
of your child’s reference number and 
attached the sticker to the back of their 
artwork.  Please let us know over the 
weekend if you did not do this and we will 
endeavour to locate it.  Please note that 
without the reference number, it will not be 
possible for you to place your order with 
the company for your child’s Christmas 
card design so please check you have this 

information somewhere safe. 

  

Saturday 6 October, 3-
5pm                    Children's Fashion 

Show, school hall 

Thursday 18 
October                             Own Clothes 

Day (£2 suggestion donation) 

Saturday 24 November, 12-

3pm             St James’ Christmas Fair 

Tuesday 11 December, 
5.30pm              Cinderella, Churchill 

Theatre    

 Contact 
us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page. 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com

