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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

 

In assembly at the start of the week I spoke about 

this term’s ‘Life Skill’ which is PATIENCE. We talked 

about how we live in a world where we want 

everything now. We can get drive-through meals, 

instant coffee, 24-hour shopping and streaming 

websites. The children realised that this makes it 

hard for them to learn that they have to wait for 

some things. I explained that patience is 

something that we all need to learn. Talking of his 

success, Thomas Edison said that genius was 1% 

inspiration and 99% perspiration and the children 

talked about things that they had to work hard at 

such as practising an instrument because they 

knew that they could not expect to play it straight 

away. They knew that they had to work hard and 

have patience. The children shared examples of 

their friends waiting for them or how they had 

seen people waiting their turn.   

 

This week I was invited to assist Greenwich 

University in interviewing prospective PGCE 

students for the University. It was a privilege to be 

involved in helping to select the next generation of 

student teachers and there was a wealth of 

energised graduates ready to embark on their 

future careers. I will continue to be involved in this 

work. 

 

On Wednesday KS2 were visited by Susan 

Longhurst who spoke to the children about ‘Faith 

in Action’. This is a National Catholic Award 

Scheme that allows the Church to celebrate, 

recognise and reward all that young people of faith 

Headteacher’s Message 
already give to the Church.  It also challenges 

young people to do more to form themselves, 

deepen their relationship with God and change the 

world in which they live. The scheme recognises 

young people as the experts of their own lives, 

giving them a sense of responsibility and valuing 

them as having something unique to offer.  It helps 

them connect their life and faith in a tangible 

manner. It is for children that are in Year 4 and 

above and a leaflet has been sent home with 

children this week. Please contact Mrs Wilson if 

you would like more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bromley Road Safety representative spoke to 

Year 6 and Year 2 children this week about how to 

stay safe when travelling on public transport and 

crossing the road. Year 2 listened to a song that 

told children to “Stop, look, listen before you cross 

the street”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Dates for your diary  

 

January 

Wednesday 22nd Year 3 visiting The National 

Gallery 

Wednesday 22nd Representative from The Cardinal 

Hume Centre talking to KS2 

Saturday 25th Year 4 visiting Tate Britain 

Tuesday 28th PTA own clothes day 

Tuesday 28th Author visiting KS1  

Thursday 30th Year 1 visiting Pizza Express 

Friday 31st Reception and Year 6 Height and weight 

measured 

 

February 

Monday 3rd Open classrooms at 3:30 for parents to 

look at children’s trays 

Thursday 4th Representative from The Passage 

talking to KS2 

Wednesday 5th Choir to Young Voices at O2 

Thursday 6th Year 5 Class Mass in school at 9:05 

Thursday 6th Parent Meeting for Y 5 and Y 6 

parents about Reading Comprehension at 2:45 

Wednesday 26th Whole School Mass 

Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th Bike Ability for 

Year 6 

Friday 14th International Day 

Wednesday 26th Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thursday 27th Online safety talks for parents at 

9am and workshops for children 

 

March 

Monday 2nd Start of Lenten Reflection Week 

Thursday 5th Children dress as a book character for 

World Book Day  

Friday 6th Year 4 Class Assembly at 2:50 

Monday 9th and Tuesday 19th Open evening for 

parents to meet with teachers 

Thursday 12th 9:15 Spring Walk through Jubilee 

Park for the whole school 

Wednesday 18th Scoot Sure for Year 3  

Thursday 19th Class Photographs 

Thursday 19th Year 4 Class Mass at 9:05 

The PTA held their first meeting of 2020 on 

Wednesday and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank those that attended the 

meeting for their continued service to the school. 

Without the support that the PTA provides we 

would not be able to provide the resources that 

we do.  I know that the staff and children 

appreciate all the hard work of the PTA.  We 

discussed phonic books that KS1 staff are asking 

for and many parents said how they had phonic 

reading books at home. If you do have any phonic 

books at home that you have purchased in the 

past we are asking if you would kindly consider 

donating them to the school if you have finished 

with them. Please send them into Mrs Richards or 

Miss McCarthy if you can. Thank you. KS1 staff are 

also asking if there is anyone that is available on a 

morning to wash the KS1 fruit. It only takes about 

10 minutes and can be done any time before first 

break at 10:30. If parents are able to help KS1 staff 

with this job could they please let Mrs Richards or 

the office know which day they could manage. 

Thank you so much. 

 

Thank you to the parents that came to the on-line 

safety talk on Thursday morning. The speaker was 

excellent and hopefully gave parents good advice 

about how to keep children safe on line.  The 

children were also given information about how to 

keep themselves safe. A very informative day! 

 

Finally, we are pleased to say that Breakfast Club 

and After School Club were visited by an Inspector 

from Environmental Health this week in an 

unplanned spot check and we were awarded a 

Food Hygiene Rating of 5 which is the highest 

rating available.  Well done to Janet and her team! 

  

Have a good weekend.  

 

God Bless, 

Mrs Weeks 

 



 

 

Friday 20th 1:15 Helen O’ Grady Performance 

Friday 20th 3:20-5pm Fundraising Movie Night for 

children (Details to follow) 

Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th KS1 Concert for 

parents at 9:15 

Thursday 26th KS2 Reading Passports returned 

Friday 27th KS1 Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday 28th PTA Family Disco to celebrate 50th 

Anniversary 

Tuesday 31st Reading Passport Assembly for 

children  

Tuesday 31st Year 5 Passion Play at 2:30 

 

April 

Thursday 2nd 10:30 Whole School Mass and 50th 

Anniversary celebrations  

Friday 3rd Children finish at the normal time.  

 

Safeguarding 

Minecraft is considered one of the most played 

games in the world however parents need to be 

aware of the potential contact with strangers and 

to the risk of ‘griefing’ which is explained in the 

attached leaflet about Minecraft. 

 

Wednesday Word 

This Week’s Word is WITNESS. The children know 

that this Sunday it is Peace Sunday and that this 

special day reminds us of the need to be witnesses 

to peace around our world.  

 

School Garden News 

This week we erected two bird boxes kindly 
donated to us by our friends at Pacey Garden 
Shop, Chislehurst Road.  The bird 
boxes have been sited on the Oak 
tree to the front of the school 
entrance and the Whitebeam in 
the KS1 playground. Both have 
been oriented to ensure that they 
are attractive to a variety of 
small garden birds including 
bluetits, marshtits, coaltits and 
wrens.  The woodland log nesters 
are made by Wildlife World  from 

reclaimed FSC certified timber 
using electricity from renewable 
sources offsetting their CO2 
output under the Climate Care 
Scheme. 
 
The small decorative bird box 
that was previously in the Oak 
tree has been moved into the 
quad area next to the school 
greenhouse.  This area 
has always been attractive to 

our native birds 
who particularly like to nest in 
the cavity wall area between the 
quad and the KS1 boys toilets!  
For those particularly interested 
in bird watching, please note that 
the RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch 
will be taking place between 25th
-27th January.  Full details may 
be found on their website.  
 

After school Club 

Firstly, the staff at Oakies would like to say thank 
you for all the lovely Christmas presents, which we 
appreciate very much. 
  
This week the children at Oakies have started 
making clay letters.  They modelled their first 
initial and we will show you the finished painted 
product next week. 
 
Each week the children will be doing some 
homework - this could be reading, spellings, 
computer research or TT Rockstars.   
 
All the staff would like to wish you a Happy New 
Year and we look forward to a fun and productive 
2020. 
 
Oakie dokie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Reception junk modelling appeal 
Reception class are looking for small boxes, 
kitchen roll tubes and washed yogurt pots to 
model with.  Please hand to Mrs Richards.  Thank 
you. 
 
Midday Supervisors 
We are looking for some bank staff for lunch 
times.  If you are interested in applying to be a 
Midday Supervisor please pop into the office to 
pick up an application form. 
 
Reception Class 
Reception class will be visiting the library next 
Friday. They will be leaving at 10.50am and 
returning by noon.  If you have a DBS and are able 
to help accompany them then please let Mrs 
Richards know.   
 
Forest School 
Will parents please note that Forest School 
arranged for Friday 31st January has been moved 
to Wednesday 29th January to allow for the new 
fence to be erected around the school pond.  
Children should come to school in their Forest 
School clothes on the Wednesday only. 
Many thanks, 
Mrs Deasy 
 
PTA News 
Thanks to everyone who attended the first PTA 
meeting of the new year this week. There were 
some discussions about plans for new fundraising 
projects which we will update you on in due 
course.  
 
All those who have booked tickets for our 
forthcoming trip to Billionaire Boy on Friday 31st 
January, please keep an eye out for notice of when 
the tickets will be ready for collection. We are 
looking forward to another entertaining evening at 
the Churchill! 
 

A few reminders of up and coming events: 
 
Tuesday 28th January - own clothes day (all 
children) 
 

Friday 31st January - Billionaire Boy at The 
Churchill Theatre Bromley at 7pm 
 

Saturday 28th March -  Family 70's disco / 50th 

Attendance 
 
6th Jan-10th Jan 2020 

 
Weekly winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The class with the most wins at the end of term 
will get to wear their own clothes as a reward. 
 
Other News 
 
Garden volunteers 
In light of the recent inclement weather and, as a 
result, areas of standing water on large parts of 
the school site, we have taken the decision to 
cancel the work day planned for this Saturday.  We 
thank all those keen to come along to support and 
promise to put out details of an alternative date in 
due course.  
 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 98.33 0 

Y1 99.60 0 

Y2 96.67 1 

Y3 97.66 0 

Y4 99.61 0 

Y5 96.09 0 

Y6 96.97 0 

Year Number of wins 

Rec 0 

Y1 1 

Y2 0 

Y3 0 

Y4 1 

Y5 0 

Y6 0 



 

 

Anniversary celebration in the school hall 6:30pm-
9:30pm 
 

If you would like to know more about your PTA or 
have any suggestions please do not hesitate to 
contact us on pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
 
Many thanks 
PTA Committee 
 
St James’ Preschool 
 
St James’ Preschool have vacancies for 2019/20 
for 2.5, 3 and 4 year olds.  If you are interested 
please contact them on email 
stjamespreschool@live.co.uk or by telephone: 
07815 464837 or refer to their website: http://
www.stjamespreschool.co.uk/  

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com

