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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

I hope you and your families all had a wonderful 

Christmas.  

Thank you to the cleaners who have been giving 

the school a thorough clean and polishing floors 

and to Mr Jawed who has been varnishing some 

woodwork around the school over the Christmas 

holidays. Many people have commented on how 

good the school is looking and the decorators are 

in school this weekend ‘making good’ the work we 

have had done around the school. The roofers 

have made good progress and are due to finish in 

the next six weeks so let’s hope for dry weather so 

that they are not held up.  

We are excited about the term ahead and have 

lots of things to look forward to.   

As you know, we are committed to making sure 

that each of our children gets the best possible 

start to life and one way that we can do this is 

through ensuring good school attendance. 

Evidence shows that children who attend school 

regularly are more successful and it is therefore 

vital that children attend school, on time, every 

day in order to gain the greatest benefit from their 

education.  

10 whole days of school have been missed if a 

child’s attendance is 95%.  

20 whole days of school have been missed if a 

pupil’s attendance is 90%.  

Attendance below 90% is seen as persistent 

Headteacher’s Message 
absenteeism by the DfE and we are asked to 

report any to the local authority. We had four 

children in the autumn term with attendance 

under 90%. As a school we track attendance that 

falls below 95%. Please remember that there are 

two sessions each school day, a morning and an 

afternoon, and that if a child is absent for the day 

they have missed two sessions. For every day of 

school missed by a child it will reduce their 

attendance by 0.5%. Holidays in term time will not 

be authorised. Children only attend school for 190 

days out of 365 which leaves 175 days for 

holidays. We particularly ask that parents ensure 

that children are present from the first day of the 

term and are in school until school finishes on the 

last day of term. The school attendance for the 

autumn term was 97.54%.   

I introduced this term’s ‘Life Skill’ on Tuesday with 

a KS2 assembly on PATIENCE. We look forward to 

children nominating their peers that show 

patience.  

On Thursday we were able to start the New Year 

with Mass on the theme of Christian Unity. Thank 

you to Year 3 for preparing and leading Mass. 

Class teachers have sent letters home this week  

about topics that your children will be studying 

this term and suggesting ways in which you can 

help. Please remember to contact class teachers if 

you have any questions as we are always happy to 

help. You can speak to teachers before or after 

school or contact them via the office.  

  

In case of severe weather such as snow, we shall 
try as far as is practical and safe to open. If it is 
necessary to close the school, information will be 
communicated via the school’s Twitter feed 
@stjamesrc.  We will also try to send out an email 



 

 

Dates for your diary  

 

January 

Wednesday 15th Faith in Action Assembly for KS2 

Wednesday 15th Road Safety talk to the Year 2 and 

Year 6 children 

Thursday 16th Online safety workshops for children 

and 9am Parent Presentation 

Saturday 18th Volunteers working on the school 

pond 

Wednesday 22nd Year 3 visiting The National 

Gallery 

Wednesday 22nd Representative from The Cardinal 

Hume Centre talking to KS2 

Saturday 25th Year 4 visiting Tate Britain 

Tuesday 28th PTA own clothes day 

Tuesday 28th Author visiting KS1  

Thursday 30th Year 1 visiting Pizza Express 

Friday 31st Reception and Year 6 Height and weight 

measured 

February 

Monday 3rd Open classrooms at 3:30 for parents to 

look at children’s trays 

Thursday 4th Representative from The Passage 

talking to KS2 

Wednesday 5th Choir to Young Voices at O2 

Thursday 6th Year 5 Class Mass in school at 9:05 

Thursday 6th Parent Meeting for Y 5 and Y 6 

parents about Reading Comprehension at 2:45 

Wednesday 26th Whole School Mass 

Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th Bike Ability for 

Year 6 

Friday 14th International Day 

Wednesday 26th Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thursday 27th Online safety talks for parents at 

9am and workshops for children 

as soon as possible. Please bear in mind that a 
thorough assessment of the situation needs to be 
made before deciding whether to open, including 
whether there are sufficient numbers of staff able 
to travel to school in order to ensure a safe pupil 
to staff ratio. 
 
I wanted to thank the parents of children with 

SEND who replied to our questionnaire before 

Christmas. There were comments such as: 

 “staff have been engaged and committed in 

providing support in a very caring and positive 

manner” 

“staff are amazing and understand my child’s 

needs completely” 

“we have been consulted every step of the way” 

“any concerns that I had have been listened to and 

taken on board” 

“bringing in an external speech therapist is 

fantastic” 

“timely referrals to outside agencies have been 

made” 

“Mrs Richards goes above and beyond her role” 

Parents asked for more engagement and we have 

already put this in place with meetings planned in 

the next few weeks for parents to meet 

individually with the class teacher, Mrs Richards 

and myself.  

Please remember that on Thursday there will be 

a 45-minute online safety presentation at 9am 

given by an external speaker. Last year the 

parents that attended said that they thought the 

talk was very powerful and extremely useful and 

so I urge as many parents, grandparents and 

carers to attend as possible.  

Have a good weekend.  

Kind regards 

Mrs Weeks 

 

 



 

 

March 

Monday 2nd Start of Lenten Reflection Week 

Thursday 5th Children dress as a book character for 

World Book Day  

Friday 6th Year 4 Class Assembly at 2:50 

Monday 9th and Tuesday 19th Open evening for 

parents to meet with teachers 

Thursday 12th 9:15 Spring Walk through Jubilee 

Park for the whole school 

Wednesday 18th Scoot Sure for Year 3  

Thursday 19th Class Photographs 

Thursday 19th Year 4 Class Mass at 9:05 

Friday 20th 1:15 Helen O’ Grady Performance 

Friday 20th 3:20-5pm Fundraising Movie Night for 

children (Details to follow) 

Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th KS1 Concert for 

parents at 9:15 

Thursday 26th KS2 Reading Passports returned 

Friday 27th KS1 Easter Egg Hunt 

Saturday 28th PTA Family Disco to celebrate 50th 

Anniversary 

Tuesday 31st Reading Passport Assembly for 

children  

Tuesday 31st Year 5 Passion Play at 2:30 

April 

Thursday 2nd 10:30 Whole School Mass and 50th 

Anniversary celebrations  

Friday 3rd Children finish at the normal time.  

 

Safeguarding 

Please see the attached leaflet about TikTok. 

TikTok is one of the most downloaded apps in the 

world. Despite the seemingly harmless nature of 

the app it is rated 12+ and users do not always 

post age appropriate content.  

 

Wednesday Word 

This Week’s Word is NEW START. We have been 

talking to the children about January being the 

month of new beginnings. This Sunday we 

celebrate The Baptism of the Lord and this 

reminds us that God invites each one of us to 

make a new start. 

Other News 

 

Save the date!! 

As a result of the generosity of the PTA, we are 

now in the process of revamping our pond area.  

To this end, we would like a team of volunteers to 

help us clear the pond area in preparation for the 

new fencing.  We will be opening the school on 

Saturday 18th January from 9am and will provide 

all equipment and refreshments—possibly even, 

bacon butties (veggie options available)!   

 

 

 

 

 

If you think that you will be available to help, 

please could you let the school office know so that 

we know how many people to expect. We really 

do appreciate any help that you could give on that 

morning.  Mrs Deasy 

Exciting News! 

Our new singing teacher started today! A fantastic 

opportunity for the children!  

If you would like your child to begin singing lessons 

please find the form attached– fill in and hand to 

the school office.  Please email 

gialulu@hotmail.com for more information and  

note that currently this is only available for KS2 

children.  

Many thanks  

Miss Atkinson 



 

 

PTA News 

A very Happy New Year to you! 
  
A few reminders of up and coming events: 
  
Our next PTA meeting will be Wednesday 15th 
January 7.30pm in the school hall. Please show 
your support along with the year representatives 
and find out how the money raised by you is being 
put to good use along with suggestions for 2020. 
  
• Tuesday 28th January, Own Clothes Day (All 

Children) 
  

• Friday 31st January, Billionaire Boy at the 
Churchill Theatre Bromley 7.00pm 

  
• Saturday 28th March, Family 70's Disco / 50th 

Anniversary celebration in the school hall 6.30-
9.30pm 

  
Another important date for the diary is 
the Summer ball which is planned for Saturday 
4th July. Tickets will be released in March. 
  
Best regards 
PTA committee  


