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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
We were delighted to see that St James’ was 
named in The Sunday Times Top 250 state primary 
schools for the second year running. This is due to 
the wonderful partnership we have with parents, 
the dedication of the staff and most importantly 
the hard work of the children.  We were ranked 
125th. As there are about 20,000 primary schools in 
England this is quite an achievement and I am of 
course immensely proud of all the children and 
staff and all that they achieve.   
 
We have had another great week in school and in 
Monday’s whole school assembly we met the class 
librarians. These children will be working hard to 
make sure that the class book areas encourage a 
love of reading by being full of interesting books 
with book reviews suggesting books to read next. 
Mrs Connolly and I will be looking at the book 
areas at the end of term and awarding prizes. Our 
class librarians are: Symeon and Sophie in Y1;  Ivan 
and Edith in Y2; Helen and George H in Y3; Herkus 
and Ethan in Y4; Betsy and Lizzi in Y5 and  
Francesca and George in Y6. 
 
Also, in Monday’s assembly we continued to hear 
about examples throughout the school of co-
operation.  
 
More of our Year 6 children took part in Bike 
Ability this week. Everyone who took part either 
received Level 1 or Level 2. Congratulations to 
them all.  
 

In our KS2 Tuesday assembly we talked about what 
we would do if we were feeling sad. The children 
were able to tell me that they would tell an adult 
at home or at school or they would tell a friend. 
They also mentioned that if they did not want to 
tell an adult they would put their name into the 

Headteacher’s Message 
worry boxes in school and then they would know 
that an adult would come and chat to them.   
 
Mrs Wilson held a KS2 Word on Wednesday 
Assembly and awards were given to children 
who promote our Golden Promises throughout the 
school.  
 
The certificates were awarded to children who 
show RESPECT towards others and take PRIDE in 
their work and belongings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The KS2 Courtesy award was give to Noah (Y4) 
 
Our classrooms continue to be wonderful learning 
environments and this week we would like to 
show you some photographs of displays in Year 3.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respect Award Pride Award 

Lola (Y3) Chetty (Y3) 

Jaiden (Y4) Ava (Y4) 

Conor (Y5) Grace (Y5) 

Rory (Y6) Ashton (Y6) 



 

 

of Type one diabetes as we have children in school 
with this condition. Mr Parr led a KS2 assembly 
which was very informative. He explained that 
Type 1 diabetes causes the level of glucose in the 
blood to become too high and this happens when 
the body cannot produce enough of the hormone 
insulin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Positivity Awards were handed out at 
assembly today to : James (Rec), Holly (Y1), 
Harrison (Y2), Izzy (Y3), Evangeline (Y4), Lizzie (Y5) 
and Christina (Y6).  
 
Please remember to return your comments by 
Monday concerning the proposed two-week half 
term in October 2021.  
 
I hope you all have a good weekend and enjoy the 
PTA virtual Christmas Fair on Saturday. Thank you 
to everyone who is helping to make this event a 
success and raise money for the school whilst 
having a good time. I know that the PTA 
appreciate everyone’s help and support.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was lovely to be able to welcome the 
photographer to school this week to take 
individual photographs of the children. He will 
hopefully return in the summer term to take a 
whole school photograph, class groups and sibling 
groups.  
 
Thank you to the children that wore their onesies 
to school on Friday. We wanted to raise awareness 



 

 

 

God Bless 
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is ADVENT. The Sunday’s Gospel 
reminds us to ‘stay awake’ – to see if there are any 
ways that we could make a change for the better. 
We talked to the children about how Advent is a 
time to increase our good deeds. The children are 
writing Advent promises about how they can 
always try to be fair, honest, generous and ready 
to go out of their way to help anyone who is in 
need. 
 
Dates 
 
December  
 
Wednesday 2nd KS1 to wear Nativity clothes to 
school 
Thursday 3rd Whole School Mass (Advent) Year 4 
live streamed 
Friday 4th PTA Christmas Crackers into school  
Friday 4th Year 5 having a zoom talk about 
becoming Dementia Friends 
Saturday 5th PTA Selling Christmas Trees  

Monday 7th PTA Christmas Crackers to be sold  
Wednesday 9th School Christmas Lunch (Children 
may wear Christmas jumpers) 
Thursday 10th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 10th 4:30 KS1 Nativity via zoom 
(Donations before and after school)  
Friday 11th Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 
Children with a suggested donation of £1  
Tuesday 15th   KS2 Reading Passport Assembly   
Wednesday 16th pm KS1 Parties in classrooms 
Wednesday 16th 6:30 KS2 Carols via zoom  
Thursday 17th pm KS2 Parties in classrooms 
Friday 18th End of term 
 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Children may compare the number of friends or 
followers that they have with people they know. 
This can lead to ‘friend envy’ as they can see this 
as a sign of popularity. This could lead to children 
showing signs of jealously and resorting to sending 
friend requests to people they don’t know that 
well in a desperate bid to increase their own 
status online. Another way that children can 
increase their following is by leaving their accounts 
open so that they can be easily found, and 
anybody can view their posts. This is in the hope 
that other users will like their posts and decide to 
follow them, therefore increasing their numbers. 
Once again, this can leave children vulnerable to 
being followed by people who have dishonest 
intentions. Children who feel under pressure to 
increase their friend count or want to increase 
their following as quickly as possible can be 
vulnerable to collecting ‘fake’ friends. Just like 
increasing followers can bring a sense of happiness 
and satisfaction, so the loss of followers can cause 
children to suffer feelings of sadness and rejection. 
Depending on how invested children are in their 
social media activities, this could influence their 
attitude and behaviour online and potentially have 
a negative impact on their mental health and 
wellbeing. The best way to know who your child is 
friends with online or who follows them is to be 
their friend or follower yourself. This will allow you 
to see who your child is engaging with most online 
or open up discussions about how they know 
certain people they’ve added to their network. 
Your child’s behaviour online should always be 
treated as an extension of their behaviour offline. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Discuss with your child the pitfalls of trying to be 
somebody they’re not and that trying to please 
everybody will only make them unhappy. Tell 
them that they should be proud of who they are 
and that they should always behave in an 
appropriate and responsible way when posting 
content online. 
 
Attendance  
16th Nov-20th Nov 2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Its almost a WHOLE SCHOOL BATTLE this week! 

I am looking for the most accurate players.  There 

is no point speeding through lots of questions if 

they are wrong.  So this week take your time and 

get them all right. 

 
 
 
 
I am looking for the most accurate class and the 

most accurate player in each class! 

Good luck!  

Mrs Richards 

Oakies News 
We have been busy getting ready for Christmas 
this week, making snow flakes, penguins and polar 
bears.  We will show you the finished results next 
week. 
 
Oakie doke 
 
JTA News 
Our two Junior Travel ambassadors Olivia and 
Edward (Y6) have launched their Autumn 
competition 2020—Elf and Safety. 
 
If you would like your child to enter, please see the 
attachment to this newsletter.  Print out and get 
started!  Entries must be returned to school by 
Wed 2nd Dec.  All entries will be judged by Edward 
and Olivia who will choose the most inventive in 
each class and then Mrs Weeks will choose one 
each from KS1 and KS2 for entry into the overall 
schools’ competition.  Prizes will be awarded for 
each child chosen from their class—should our 
eventual two reach the Bromley final they could 
win £25 voucher each! Good Luck! 
 
Mrs Deasy 
 
 
PTA NEWS 
 VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS EVENT 
Join us on Saturday 28th November 3-5pm for the 
PTA Virtual Christmas Fair including Christmas 
Bingo and other festive games.  
 
If you have returned your form and made payment 
please look out for an email from the PTA with 
details about your entry and Zoom call 
information. If you have not received this email 
by Saturday morning, please contact us 
at pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
 
Please ensure that you only join the Zoom call on 
one device per household so that we have enough 
space for everyone! 
 
Thank you for all your support with this event.  
 
CHRISTMAS TREES 
A reminder to order your Christmas trees and 
wreaths by Monday 30th November. Collection is 
on the morning of Saturday 5th December from 
the KS2 car park accessed from Maybury Close. 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 98.99 0 

Y1 99.67 0 

Y2 99.33 1 

Y3 98.75 0 

Y4 99 0 

Y5 98.75 1 

Y6 98.06 0 
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maintenance and road handling skills 

2. First time on the road - shows you how to cycle 
safely and responsibly and includes tips on setting 
off, road positioning and stopping safely 

3. On the road again - helps to get you cycling 
again with advice on traffic lights, roundabouts 
and junctions, and how to share the road safely. 
 

Cycling with children or groups - gives you advice 
on cycling in a group. 
 
Please visit https://cycle-skillsonline.tfl.gov.uk/ 
for more information. 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER COMPETITION 
Please see the email regarding this. Children 
should bring ONE homemade cracker into 
school on Friday 4th December ready for the 
'Zoom Cracker assembly' on Monday 7th 
December. The teachers will award a prize to the 
best creation in each class. 
 
FUNDRAISING 
Thank you to Year 1 for organising a fantastic 
family treasure hunt last Sunday. It proved very 
popular and everyone had lots of fun. This raised a 
fantastic £280.  
 

PTA FACEBOOK GROUP  
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group.  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Saturday 28th November - Virtual Christmas PTA 
Event 3-5pm via Zoom 
Monday 30th November - Deadline for ordering 
Christmas trees and wreaths 
Friday 4th December - Homemade Christmas 
crackers into school 
Saturday 5th December - Christmas Tree Sale  
 

If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions then feel free to email us 
on: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com  
 
 
Other News 
 
TfL’s free online Cycle Skills course 
  
Whether you’re new to cycling or just want to 
brush up on your skills, it can help you take to the 
road. There are four short modules to try. And if 
you complete all four modules, you’ll receive a 
unique 15% discount code so you can save on 
Halfords own-brand cycle lights, locks and 
helmets. 
 
What you’ll learn: 
 
There are four modules to complete and each one 
takes less than five minutes:   
 
1. Get ready to ride - gives you tips on getting you 
and your cycle ready for the road including basic 
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