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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

As promised… the Winners of Sports Day were The 
Red Team! Congratulations! 

 

1st Place: Red Team with 152 points 

2nd Place: Blue Team with 148 points 

3rd Place: Green Team with 140 points 

4th Place: Yellow Team with 139 points 

 

On Monday, I presented the Student Council with 
a pencil each and thanked them for their 
involvement over the year. I am sure that they will 
make great leaders in the future.  

 

On Wednesday, I was lucky enough to accompany 
Mrs Deasy and two children from Reception Class 
to see the residents of Southmore Court over the 
fence.  We presented them with some flowers and 
vegetables from the school garden. They were able 
to update us on the lovely lady we had sung Happy 
Birthday to on her 100th birthday. She is now 101 
and keeping in good health.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Message 
The school garden was judged this week by the 
London Children’s Flower Society and we were 
delighted to hear that we had been awarded Gold. 
Well done and thank you to Mrs Deasy for her 
continued hard work and dedication.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Reception Class for winning the best 
school attendance in the summer term. They  
wore their own clothes on Tuesday! 

 

This week the children spent a session with their 
new teacher so that they were all able to get to 
know one another before September.  

 

The children have also been busy taking part in 
their class talent shows. Maybe one year we will 
have a parent talent show!  

 

Thank you to everyone that sent back the Parent 
and Pupil questionnaires. We had an amazing 
response with some wonderful comments 
explaining what parents liked about the school. I 
have included a selection of the comments: 

 

The community feeling and how the staff really 
care about the children thriving. 

Continue doing what you do! 

We see progress every year from IT 



 

 

High standard of learning. 

Good discipline. 

Brilliant values and faith. 

Happy children reaching their potential. 

The staff and teachers are approachable and 
very friendly. They make sure that 
everyone feels that they belong in this 
community. 

Each child is known and treated as an 
individual. There is genuine partnership 
between home and school. The quality of 
teaching is excellent. 

The teachers emphasise the need for mental 
well-being.  

The emphasis on Catholic values.  

Respect for others. 

High expectations of children academically. 

Christian ethos. 

Emphasis on kindness. 

We are impressed with the quality of teaching. 
All the staff are excellent.  

School leadership is excellent. 

St James’ supplements learning with extra 
activities. 

The staff at St James’ are clearly passionate 
about what they do.  

I appreciate the values being emphasised 
through the Wednesday Word.  

Every child is encouraged to participate and 
engage in their learning. There are lots of 
fundraisers where children learn the 
importance of charity and in giving back. 

High expectations in all areas.  

The best stepping stone onto the next chapter.  

Where to begin? There is something magical 
about St James and I feel so lucky and 
grateful to have obtained places for my 
children here. I wish it had been my 
primary school! What stands out most is 
how much the staff genuinely care about 
each and every child and how the school 
always puts the children first. Zoom gave 
us the opportunity to see this in action. The 

equipment, books and improvements to 
the playground. 

We are very proud of the school and all your 
hard work 

Thank you for doing an amazing job. 

I like the warmth and care for each child and 
the efforts of the staff to get to know each 
child as an individual. 

Thank you all for all you do and continue to do, 
especially in these very difficult times. We 
really appreciate it.  

Strong Catholic ethos with good values and 
high expectations. 

My child had an issue at playtime which we 
raised with the teacher and it was dealt 
with very quickly which we very much 
appreciate. Thank you. 

The staff went above and beyond during 
lockdown to not only ensure that home 
schooling was provided seamlessly but also 
to keep the children’s morale up through 
thoughtful, funny videos. There is a strong 
feeling of care towards individuals.  

The school should stay just as it is. It is the 
ideal fun, safe nurturing environment for 
our children’s learning.  

Excellent leadership and communication from 
school- keep it up!  

Such caring staff. 

A constant desire and willingness to improve.  

Keep doing what you are doing!  

As a family we have always loved St James’ but 
given the last 18 months even more so! 
The online learning provided during 
lockdown was second to none! 

The pastoral care offered to my child has been 
incredible. I have the greatest relationship 
with her teacher who is approachable. The 
teacher understands what my child needs. 

General ethos of kindness, respect and 
diversity.  

A small school so the younger children get to 
know the older ones.  

Great mix of academic and social 
development. 



 

 

teachers are outstanding and coped 
brilliantly with the upheaval caused by 
Covid. The school places great emphasis on 
building resilience with the children.  

As I say every year, my child goes in smiling 
and comes out smiling. What more could a 
parent want? 

 

Parents wrote that their children: 

are happy at school  

say that the teachers make the lessons 
interesting  

feel cared about at school. 

feel it is a safe environment filled with 
learning, friendships and love  

feel proud to go to St James’  

love their teachers. 

love how kind the teachers are.  

get excited about all the special events 
organised by the school and PTA.  

 

Children said: 

I feel challenged to give my best 

Teachers help me if I am stuck 

I like to learn about different faiths like Islam 
and about being tolerant of each other  

I like the learning that I do at school 

There isn’t anything that I don’t like about 
school.  

It is more than brilliant. 

The learning is made fun and active 

The school is very friendly and caring 

 

Parents suggested the following:  

More clubs: We hope to reintroduce in September 
many of the clubs that we have not been able to 
have due to the restrictions.   

External organisation to hold holiday camps: We 

are using Bromley FC this summer to hold 3 weeks 

of football. 

More healthy food at After School Club: Mrs 

Wallis, Mrs Garlick and I met this week to plan a 

healthy menu for September.  

Parent teacher meeting earlier in the year: We 

already have a parent teacher meeting in 

November.  

More regular communication between parents 

and teacher: We hope that in September we can 

return to our open-door policy where parents can 

chat to staff more freely at the start and end of 

the day.  

 

The questionnaires will be analysed carefully in 

September and staff and governors will discuss the 

additional suggestions.  

 

100% agree or strongly agree that: 

My child is happy and thriving at St James’. 

There is an atmosphere of mutual respect at 
school. 

I feel welcome when I come into school. 

I would recommend this school to other 
parents. 

The school buildings are well maintained. 

The school site is secure. 

The outdoor environment at St James’ 
supports the learning. 

There is an interesting and exciting curriculum.  

Teaching at St. James’ enables my child to 
learn extremely well. 

I am given enough information about how I 
can support my child at home. 

St. James’ has high expectations for my child.  

Children feel supported with their learning if it 
becomes difficult. 

St James’ ensures that my child reaches their 
full potential. 

I know the expectations regarding how often 
homework is set and when it has to be 
returned. (Y1-Y6) 

The After-School and Breakfast Clubs support 



 

 

families effectively. (only applies to those 
who attend) 

I think the school’s systems of rewarding and 
praising children are effective. 

I think the school’s system of discipline is 
effective. 

I am confident that St. James’ deals with 
inappropriate behaviour effectively.  

The school’s values and attitudes have a 
positive effect on my child.  

The school treats my child fairly. 

My child finds school meal times enjoyable. 

St. James’ helps to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

The end of year school report provides me 
with the information I require about my 
child’s progress and achievement. 

The newsletters provide me with clear 
information regarding what has happened 
in school and future events. 

I feel that I can approach the school if I have a 
concern.  

The Information and curriculum meetings 
combined with the PTA meetings help me 
to know what is going on. 

The leadership of the school ensures that my 
child learns effectively, grows in faith and 
becomes a good citizen. 

The school encourages parents to play an 
active part in school life. 

 

96% agreed that: 

 

My child has friends at school.  

I am happy with the progress my child is 
making in school. 

The homework matches the ability of my child. 
(Y1-Y6) 

My child is confident that should they have a 
problem, there is someone they can go to 
in school who will listen to them. 

My child enjoys playtimes and lunchtimes. 

I think that all members of staff at St. James’ 

are approachable. 

Parent meetings provide me with the 
information I require about my child’s 
progress and achievement.  

The school website provides me with clear 
information. 

 

Two families did not feel that they understood the 

role of the school Governors and we will address 

this in September. 

Three families said that their child did not find 

school meal times enjoyable. I would hope that 

this will improve in September as soon as we can 

return to normal lunchtimes. 

We obviously say goodbye to Mr Parr at the end of 
this week and we all wish him well in the future. 
We held a special virtual assembly for him and 
presented him with cards made by the children. I 
remember when he was first appointed as a newly 
qualified teacher at St James’ and I have seen him 
develop into the outstanding teacher that he is 
today. He will be very much missed and we hope 
that he keeps in touch.  

We also say goodbye this week to our Year 6 
children as they begin the next chapter in their 
lives. They know that they are always welcome 
back and that they will always be remembered 
here. Saying goodbye is always sad however we 
know that they will all go on to achieve great 
things and we are confident that they will all be 
happy in their new schools. We wish them good 
luck and look forward to seeing them in their new 
uniforms when they come back to see us. We will 
keep them in our prayers.  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the 
families who are leaving us as their children move 
onto secondary school. Please come back to see us 
and remember that you are always part of this 
unique and very special community.  

 

We look forward to seeing you again on 
Wednesday 1st September. I will write to you 
before our return to remind everyone of our 
morning drop off and afternoon pick up 
procedures. 



 

 

Please make a note of the following dates for Class 
Briefings. This will be an opportunity for parents to 
come to school at 2:50 and meet their child’s new 
teacher and hear about their plans for the year.  

 

Tuesday 7th          Year 1 with Miss McCarthy 

Thursday 9th             Year 2 with Mrs Martin 

Tuesday 14th        Year 3 with Miss Spencer-Boyce 

Wednesday 15th   Year 4 with Miss Atkinson 

Thursday 16th          Year 5 with Mrs Wilson 

Tuesday 21st         Year 6 with Mrs Connolly 

 

As we come to the end of the year and I reflect on 
the last 18 months I realise how blessed I am to 
work with such wonderful staff. I want to thank 
them all for their passion and commitment. They 
go above and beyond and do so much that goes 
unnoticed. Working in education is obviously a 
vocation.  Vocations cannot be switched on and 
off; they are part of you and you live them every 
minute of every day.  The staff at St James’ truly 
are amazing and they all now deserve a well-
earned rest.  

 

On behalf of the staff I would like to thank you all 
for your generous gifts and kind words. They really 
mean so much to us all.  

 

I hope that you all have a wonderful summer and 
that you enjoy spending time with your friends 
and family. 

God bless, 

Mrs Weeks 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library News 
 
Please find a list of Meet The Author events 
happening on our Facebook Page as part of the GLL 
National Digital Libraries Programme for over the 
Summer: 
  
 
20/7/21 2pm Jasbinder Bilan Asha and the  

  Spirit  Bird & Tamarind & The Star of Ishta

  Age 9+   

 

27/7/21 2pm Alom Shaha   Mr Shaha’s   

  Marvellous Machines Age 5-12   

 

3/8/21 2pm Swapna Haddow Bad Panda  

  Age 7-9  

  

10/8/21 2pm Catherine Emmett King of the  

  Swamp Age 3+   

 

17/8/21 2pm Tamsin Mori The Weather  

  Weaver   Age 8+   

 
 
 
 
To access the Facebook Page please go to: https://
m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries 

  
The events are pre-recorded and will be on the 
Bromley Libraries Facebook Page for one month after 
posting. 
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