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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
A huge well done to the children that run in the 
Cross-Country Competition at Crystal Palace on 
Saturday. We heard all about it in Monday’s Whole 
School Assembly. There were some individual 
achievements with both Alex  and Lisa winning 
medals. There were also some fantastic team 
results and this meant that St James’ finished 3rd in 
the small school competition. We are so proud of 
everyone that went along on Saturday. Thank you 
also to Mrs Connolly, Mrs Martin, Mr Copeland, 
Mrs Grist and Mrs Pearce who went along on 
Saturday to support the children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 

Monday Year 6 visited Lullingstone Roman Villa 
and had a great time. Thank you to Mr Parr for 
organising this trip. The children have been telling 
me all about it.  

Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There has been a great deal of cooking this week 
throughout the school. Year 4 made carrot cakes 
and Year 5 made banana loaf.   

I met with The Student Council this week; the 
minutes can be found on the website. Thank you 
to the children for always making great 
contributions to these meetings.  
 
On Wednesday we were visited by Skip2Bfit. All 
children took part in a workshop that involved 
skipping with ropes that counted the number of 
skips that children managed in 2 minutes and 
children were encouraged to beat their own 
scores. Thank you to Mrs Connolly for organising 
this as an alternative to the Daily Mile when the 



 

 

make them. Thank you. 
 
We have been approached by researchers at 

University College London to collaborate on a 

project looking at whether skills important to 

future life success (i.e. memory, concentration, 

self-control, fluid intelligence) can be trained in 

children. Such skills are very important predictors 

for present and future well-being. The researchers 

have designed a training programme that can be 

delivered via a computer. The training is delivered 

both at home and at school for a duration of 8 

weeks. Each week, children would participate in 

four 15-minute training sessions and one of these 

would be at school. Before and after the training, 

children and parents are invited to  UCL 

to participate in a series of games and tests so that 

the effects of the training can be evaluated. The 

team, which is based at the Developmental 

Change and Plasticity Lab at UCL, is headed by Dr.  

Steinbeis. We are very excited by this 

opportunity.  Having talked to Dr Steinbeis at 

some length I feel he has some interesting ideas 

worthy of consideration about the nature of 

learning and education. Our children could benefit 

from having this opportunity to consider aspects 

of their intellectual make up such as memory, 

concentration and self-control. Dr Steinbeis is 

coming to the school to give a presentation to 

parents about the project and what it involves 

on Monday 2nd December at 9am. Please let the 

office know if you would like to attend as there is 

limited space. This project is for children who are 

Year 2 and above.  

Next week is going to be another busy week! 
Parents are invited into school on Thursday to see 
the school in action so if you would like to come 
into school that morning please come to the 
school hall at 9am. You are also welcome to see 
the Bollywood Club perform at 3pm. On Friday 
Year 4 are visiting the library and Year 3 have their 
class assembly at 2:50 if parents would like to join 
us. Trail blazers are delivering a Parent Workshop 
on Friday 29th from 9-10:30 for Year 4, Year 5 and 
Year 6 parents on managing worries and anxiety in 

field is too muddy.  We are asking that the  
skipping ropes that children have brought are kept 
at home as we have purchased enough for every 
child to have one in school.  

 
On Thursday Year 6 showed prospective parents 
around the school. We are always so proud of how 
our children are articulate and confident enough 
to speak so eloquently about their school. Thank 
you, Year 6.  
 
The teachers met with other teachers from the 
Umbrella Trust at St Vincent’s on Monday night to 
moderate writing.  I also met with Headteachers 
from the Umbrella Trust this week. This is always a 
good opportunity to share good practice and learn 
from colleagues. On Friday we were visited by our 
School Improvement Partner who observed the 
teaching of reading in each class and spoke to 
senior leaders and governors about the new 
OFSTED framework. She is appointed by the 
Umbrella Trust and visits each school once a term.  
 
There has been lots of preparation this week for 
the PTA Christmas Fair on Saturday. Thank you to 
everyone that is helping to make this event a 
success and raise money for the school whilst 
having a good time. I know that the PTA 
appreciate everyone’s help at this busy time of 
year and even if you are unable to attend the Fair I 
know that people are busy working behind the 
scenes in whatever way they can. Your support is 
very much appreciated. Thank you for all of the 
donations and for supporting the PTA own clothes 
day. On Wednesday we had an assembly to share 
all the fabulous Christmas Crackers. Wow! It was 
obvious that the children had worked so hard to 



 

 

children. There is a limited number of places so 
please let the office know if you would like to 
attend. Please remember that the parent 
consultation period for The Relationship Education 
Policy ends on Friday 29th December before it goes 
to governors so please speak to myself or Mrs 
Wilson if you have any further questions about 
this.  
 
I wanted to finish with some good news. This week 
I received an email from City Hall to inform me 
that we had achieved the Healthy Schools London 
Silver Award and that we would be receiving our 
certificate from Deputy Mayor, Joanne McCartney 
within the next few weeks. This is in recognition of 
the work that we do to promote healthy lifestyles. 
 
We were also pleased this week to see that we 
were included in The Sunday Times Top 250 
Primary Schools in England List. We were ranked 
212th. As there are about 20,000 primary schools 
in England this is quite an achievement and I am of 
course immensely proud of all the children and 
staff and all that they achieve.   
 
I hope everyone has a good time on Saturday at 
the Fair.   
 
God Bless 
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Safe Guarding 
 
Children may compare the number of friends or 
followers that they have with people they know. 
This can lead to ‘friend envy’ as they can see this 
as a sign of popularity. This could lead to children 
showing signs of jealously and resorting to sending 
friend requests to people they do not know that 
well in a desperate bid to increase their own 
status online. Another way that children can 
increase their following is by leaving their accounts 
open so that they can be easily found, and 
anybody can view their posts. This is in the hope 
that other users will like their posts and decide to 
follow them, therefore increasing their numbers. 
Once again, this can leave children vulnerable to 
being followed by people that they do not know. 
Children who feel under pressure to increase their 
friend count or want to increase their following as 

quickly as possible can be vulnerable to collecting 
‘fake’ friends. Just like increasing followers can 
bring a sense of happiness and satisfaction, so the 
loss of followers can cause children to suffer 
feelings of sadness and rejection. Depending on 
how invested children are in their social media 
activities, this could influence their attitude and 
behaviour online and potentially have a negative 
impact on their mental health and wellbeing. The 
best way to know who your child is friends with 
online or who follows them is to be their friend or 
follower yourself. This will allow you to see who 
your child is engaging with most online or open up 
discussions about how they know certain people 
they have added to their network. Your child’s 
behaviour online should always be treated as an 
extension of their behaviour offline. Discuss with 
your child the pitfalls of trying to be somebody 
they are not and that trying to please everybody 
will only make them unhappy. Tell them that they 
should be proud of who they are and that they 
should always behave in an appropriate and 
responsible way when posting content online. 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This Week’s Word is MERCY. This Sunday we 
celebrate the feast of Christ the King. Jesus’ 
kingship is one of love and mercy. Children were 
told that each one of us receives mercy as a gift 
from God and that this is a gift that we are called 
to share with others.   
 
Other notices 
Year 4 will be visiting the library on Friday 29th, 
leaving at 11:50 and returning by 12.  If you are 
able to help accompany them please let the school 
office know. Mr Parr 
 
Please can you make sure children have a pair of 
socks in their PE bags.  Many thanks. Mr Copeland. 
 
 
Chess News 
 
On Saturday 16th of November 2019, nine children 

from St James’ participated in the Champions’ 

League Chess (Kent). They were divided into 2 

teams and one individual. 

Team 1 were Jack, Jaiden, Noah and George. They 



 

 

Attendance  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reception and Y5 are in the lead at the moment!  
We will announce the winner of the own clothes 
day at the end of term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

finished 4th place out of 22 teams. The tournament 

was for children from Year 0 to Year 6 and the 

children had to play children older than 

themselves. It was a great achievement by this 

young team who are only in Year 3 and Year 4.  

Congratulations! 

 

Team 2  were Leo, Patrick, Kathleen and Herkus. 

They played really well too. Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations to Helen. She played as an 

individual player and played really well.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Number of wins 

Rec 4 

Y1 2 

Y2 1 

Y3 3 

Y4 2 

Y5 4 

Y6 3 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 97.33 0 

Y1 94.19 1 

Y2 97.67 3 

Y3 97.81 1 

Y4 95.94 1 

Y5 99.06 2 

Y6 99.09 1 



 

 

Please make a note of the following dates and 
check for updates: 
November 

Thursday 28th Open classrooms for current 

parents at 9am to see the school in action 

Thursday 28th Bollywood Performance for parents 

at 3pm  

Friday 29th Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 Parent Trail 

blazer workshop   

Friday 29th Year 4 Visiting the library 

Friday 29th Year 3 Classroom assembly for parents 

at 2:50 

December  

Monday 2nd UCL Presentation to parents at 9am 

Tuesday 3rd Flu Vaccinations for those that were 

absent 

Tuesday 3rd Year 6 visiting Biggin Hill Museum 

Thursday 5th Whole School Mass (Year 4) 

Thursday 5th Year 4 taking part in a Roman Feast  

Friday 6th Year 1 visiting the library 

Friday 6th Helen o’ Grady assembly for parents at 

12:45 

Monday 9th KS2 Carol Concert in the church at 

6pm 

Tuesday 10th Choir to the Memory Café 

Tuesday 10th Year 5 to the Planetarium  

Wednesday 11th KS1 Nativity 9:15 (Younger 

children are welcome) 

Thursday 12th KS1 Nativity 9:15 (No younger 

children) 

Thursday 12th School Christmas Lunch for children 

Thursday 12th Staff Panto for children after school 

(More details to follow) 

Thursday 12th KS2 Reading Passports returned to 

school 

Friday 13th Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 

Children (£1 donation) 

Friday 13th Year 6 visiting the library 

Friday 13th Choir visiting the library at 2:15  

Monday 16th Year 1 and Year 2 to London Zoo 

Tuesday 17th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly for 

children  

Tuesday 17th KS1 Party for children during the 

afternoon 

Wednesday 18th KS2 Party for children during the 

afternoon 

Thursday 19th Choir singing at The Nugent at 10:15 

Thursday 19th LAMDA performance for parents 

Thursday 19th End of term at normal time 

January 

Tuesday 7th Children return to school  
 
 
After School Club  
 
We thought you would like to see the handiwork 
that some of the children have completed this 
week.  It was an unprompted and independent 
project, which we were very impressed with.   
 
We hope you enjoy it as much as we did. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PTA - Update and reminders 
Many thanks for all your donations throughout 
this week for the Christmas fair this weekend. We 
really appreciate your help towards making this a 
successful and enjoyable event. Well done to Year 
6 for donating the most bottles on Monday. Thank 
you everyone for your support with this, the bottle 
tombola will be well stocked tomorrow! 
 
CRACKERS 
The crackers were looking fabulous on Wednesday 
so thank you to all the children for the time and 
effort you put into creating them. Congratulations 
to all the class winners! Our cracker room is often 
the first calling point for the children at the 
Christmas fair. 
 
RAFFLE TICKETS 
Tickets will be available to buy on the day. We 
have some fabulous prizes so do pay a visit to this 
stall when you arrive as the draw will happen 
around 2:45pm. Good luck!! 
 
CAKE DONATIONS 
We are still hoping for donations of cakes, if you 
are able to assist, please do ensure that they are 
all sesame seed and nut free.  Feel free to drop 
your cakes into the school hall tomorrow morning 
if it is easier for you. Thanks to all those who are  
helping to set up, to the reps who have been busy 
preparing for their stalls for a number of weeks 
now and to parents and family who are assisting in 
any way tomorrow. We could not hold this 
popular event without your help. If you have time 
to stay after the fair to help us tidy up we would 
really appreciate it! We are grateful for all your 
help and generosity, and look forward to a fun and 
festive day at the fair. 
 
Saturday 23rd November 
Christmas fair - school hall 12pm-3pm 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE SALE 
Christmas trees will be delivered to the KS2 
playground on 7th December. If you would like to 
order a tree, order forms will be available at the 
fair. A copy of the order form will also be sent out 
next week. 
 
Tuesday 17th December 
Aladdin Christmas Panto - Churchill Theatre 

Bromley 5.30pm (sold out) 
If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions then feel free to email us 
on:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 
 

Sports News 

Netball 
Last Thursday, our mixed Netball team returned 
for the Bromley finals which they qualified for 
back in October. Against fierce opposition, they 
managed a win, and a draw in their 5 matches and 
finished in 4th place. A fabulous result for a newly 
formed team. Well done team and thank you to 
Mrs Martin for all of her hard work with the team. 
 
Football 
Our B team boys put in a great performance last 
week against a strong Chislehurst A team and 
came out 6-5 victors. 
Our girls' team had a similarly tough fixture against 
the Chislehurst girls this week and, despite 
losing,  showed great potential for the upcoming 
matches this year. They are really starting to show 
great promise as a team! 
 
Cross Country 
Many thanks to all the parents and children who 
turned out on a cold and soggy Saturday morning 
at Crystal Palace for the Bromley Schools Cross 
Country race. We had 22 children running, and full 
teams in each of the four races. A special mention 
goes to the Year 5 girls who stepped in at the last 
minute to make up the numbers - true 
commitment to the team effort! 
And the results showed equal commitment in 
races where 50 schools entered: 
Year 5 Girls - 18th place, 211 runners. Lisa 
medalled in 4th place. 
Year 5 Boys - 4th, 311 runners. Alex medalled in 
5th place. 
Year 6 Girls - 19th, 216 runners 
Year 6 Boys - 6th, 244 runners 
Which meant as a school we finished a fantastic 
3rd place overall in the Small Schools competition. 
Well done everyone! 
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