
 

 

 Friday 5th March 2021           Twitter: @stjamesrc       

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
We continue our journey through Lent.  
 
It has been a busy week at school getting 
everything ready for the children to return on 
Monday. We are now ready to welcome everyone 
back and are obviously very excited.  
 
We were delighted this week to hear about the 
secondary schools that our Year 6 children will be 
going to in September. These new schools will be 
very lucky indeed to have our wonderful children.  
 
Children have been celebrating World Book Day 
with lots of exciting events including dressing up as 
book characters on Thursday. Reception children 
wrote their own Supertato stories and made 
posters for their book corner of their 
favourite books. Apparently, their phonics was 
taken over by the Evil Pea! All of the children in 
the school read ‘What We'll Build’ by Oliver Jeffers 
and Year 2 discussed what they could build and 
what they would need to build it. They then built 
it! They also painted characters on potatoes and 
took them on an adventure. In Year 3 they were 
able to see Liz Pichon, the author of Tom Gates, 
doodle some of the pictures from the books live 
and they had a go themselves. They also had the 
chance to listen to a new author, Simon James 
Green, talk about how to write comedy- it was 
great to find out that he is a local author too. They 
also took part in a live event with Michael Rosen 
who was unbelievably funny and inspiring too. The 
children listened to him read some poems and tell 
some wonderfully funny stories about his 
childhood. The children also enjoyed the quizzes 
created by Mrs Connolly. They had their usual 
DEAR time, shared some of their favourite books 
and wrote some wonderful poems. In Year 4, the 
children dressed up as characters ranging from 

Headteacher’s Message Asterix to Spiderman. They read ‘What We’ll Build’ 
and thought about some of the things that they 
would include in their buildings. They used this as 
inspiration to write poetry, taking on board advice 
given by Michael Rosen in his online 
workshop. Year 5 took part in three live 
digital author events with authors Kwame 
Alexander, Catherine Johnson and David Morden. 
They also read ‘What We'll Build’. Year 6 were 
fortunate to spend time virtually with a wide 
variety of authors and poets: Michael Rosen, 
Kwame Alexander, Tom Palmer, Daniel Morden 
and Vashti Hardy - whose styles range from 
performance poetry to storytelling to fantasy 
world fiction. It was great to get an insight into 
how their ideas become reality!   
 
Thank you to Mrs Connolly for everything that she 
did to organise so many wonderful events. Please 
see the attached Masked Readers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Please remember to walk, cycle or scoot to school 
on Monday if you can!  
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend.  
 
God bless, 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary  
 
March 
Monday 8th International Women’s Day 
Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th Open Evenings   
Friday 19th Science Day 
Friday 19th Red Nose Day 
Thursday 25th KS2 Reading Passports due in 
Tuesday 30th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  
Wednesday 31st End of term 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
 
THINK! education resources are free to download. 
Whilst we may be staying at home, it is still 
important for children to be reminded of how to 
stay safe when out walking or cycling for exercise, 
or travelling on essential journeys. The THINK! 
website contains a range of road safety resources 
for children between the ages of 3 and 16. Road 
safety messages are relevant to children of all 
ages. The resources aim to instil good habits in 
children for when they start travelling on the road, 
helping to develop safe behaviours and skills that 
will last for a lifetime. 
 
Wednesday Word 
 
This Week’s Word is ENTHUSIAM. This comes from 
a Greek word meaning God filled. In assembly this 
week, we talked about how Jesus was an 
enthusiastic person who was passionate about 
wanting people to worship God. Pope Francis says, 
“Dear Children, may you always live the faith with 
enthusiasm”. As we journey through Lent we think 
about the things that we can change so that our 
focus can be to grow in our enthusiasm for God 
and to lead a good life.  
 
 

In Character Education this half term we are 
thinking about honesty and each week teachers 
will be celebrating the children who demonstrate 
this value.  
 
We are also continuing to thank the children who 
continue to do so well with their remote learning. 
As well as this, KS2 celebrate their rewards of 
Pride, Respect and Courtesy.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Cup is awarded to Maja (Y6) this 
week.  Well done Maja! 
 
Teachers are looking forward to talking to you 
about your children at the open evenings next 
week. The zoom codes will be sent out to you 
shortly. Please remember that this is for teachers 
to talk to you about the progress that your child is 
making and children should not attend this zoom 
call like they did at Goal Sharing Evening.  
  
 

Year Honesty Standard of Re-

mote Learning 

Reception Patrick Sophia 

Year 1 Jack Mauro 

Year 2 Mia Florence 

Year 3 Rosie Helen 

Year 4 Tommy Alessandra 

Year 5 Callum Kayleigh 

Year 6 Imani Ciara 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Douglas Pascal 

Year 4 Adam Lucas 

Year 5 Florence Joshua 

Year 6 Christina Mario 

https://think.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dbc1bacdfde76bd6f838549be&id=1140fb3974&e=9eff9048be


 

 

International Day Quiz 
The winners of the International Day Kahoot quiz 
for each class are: 
Reception - Theo 
Year 1 – Emilia 
Year 2 - Joshua 
Year 3 - Agustin 
Year 4 – Henry 
Year 5 – Willow 
Year 6 – Gabriel 
Well done to all who took part. You will get your 
prize when you are back in school. 
Mrs Martin 
 
 
School Office 
 
From Monday, please continue to email the office 
if you have any queries as emails will be 
monitored remotely between 8am and 4:30. Your 
message will then be passed on to the correct 
person. In addition, there will be a member of staff 
in the office each day from 8:45 to 3:20.  
 
 
Useful Well-being Resources 
 
Please remember that Bromley Y can support your 
children’s mental health and wellbeing and 
attached is an information leaflet that explains 
this.  
 
Kooth.com provides free online mental health and 
well-being support for young people in South East 
London aged 10-25. On Kooth young people can 
speak to a counsellor until 10pm every single day 
of the year and access well-being activities. Please 
see the attached leaflet. 
 
Times are tough for many people right now. 
Parents find themselves pulled in many different 
directions and children may be struggling. A 
mixture of concern about Covid, work from home 
and children at home, along with a possible 
financial impact make for a stressful household. 
Young Minds have created a useful 'Supporting 
Parents Helpfinder'.  
 
Find the help finder here: https://
youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-
helpfinder/ 

Young Minds have also created a useful poster 
highlighting ways to give support to children when 
they have angry feelings or outbursts and may 
help families start a conversation and talk about 
each other’s feelings. 
 
Download the poster here: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/4291/when-
emotions-explode-poster.pdf  
 
We are spending more time online than ever 
before, possibly sitting and working with poor 
posture. There is a tendency to take fewer breaks 
and less exercise and this is affecting our physical 
well-being. Beacon House has produced a series of 
six posters for adults and children outlining ways 
to keep safe and alert when working at home.. 
 
Download the posters here: https://
beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/05/Screen-Savers-1.pdf 
 
NHS Test and Trace 
 
NHS Test and Trace announced earlier this week, 
that all adults in households with school age 
children without symptoms can now access 
regular rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. Test 
kits can either be collected or ordered online, as 
set out below. Schools are not able to give test kits 
to parents or other household members. 
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) 
testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. 
Parents and other adults in households with 
children at school, who do not have symptoms, 
can now access regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-
19) testing. This includes childcare and support 
bubbles. Tests are fast, easy and completely free. 
Households or support bubbles can collect a home 
test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or 
over can collect 2 packs of 7 tests or order a home 
test kit online – please do not order online if you 
can access testing through other routes as this 
frees up home delivery for those who need it 
most. If you have any queries about the tests 
please call 119 (free from mobiles and landlines). 
Lines are open every day from 7am to 11pm.  
Children of primary school age (and below) 
without symptoms are not being asked to take a 
test. Testing is voluntary, but strongly 
recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside 

https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://youngminds.org.uk/supporting-parents-helpfinder/
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/4291/when-emotions-explode-poster.pdf
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/4291/when-emotions-explode-poster.pdf
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Screen-Savers-1.pdf
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Screen-Savers-1.pdf
https://beaconhouse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Screen-Savers-1.pdf


 

 

Home Learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Y1 and Maddie Y4 had fun dressing up for 
World Book Day. 

the vaccine, washing hands, wearing face 
coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid 
testing plays a vital role in reducing transmission 
rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as 
part of our everyday lives will help us all to play 
our part and do what we can to protect each 
other. 
 
E- scooters 
 
The Bromley Road Safety Team have asked schools 
to share the following message:  
 
As you may be aware, there is a growing number 
of electric scooters in Bromley, despite them being 
illegal. It may be that parents are not aware of this 
or just need reminding before someone is seriously 
hurt or killed. The only e-scooters that can be 
legally used on roads and pavements are those 
provided under a trial being run by the Department 
of Transport and Transport for London in select 
boroughs. At present, Bromley is not taking part in 
these e-scooter trials. Therefore, any e-scooter in 
Bromley using public areas is illegal. The Police 
have the right to seize these, fine riders in excess of 
£300 and add points to any driving licences that 
are held.  
 
Libraries 
 
From Monday 8th March, all Bromley Libraries 
excluding Bromley Central Library and Orpington 
Library will be open from 10am-2pm on normal 
open days offering a Click and Collect service. 
  
We are continuing to run our Better At Home: 
National Libraries Programme of Digital 
Events: https://www.facebook.com/
BromleyLibraries on the Facebook Pages of GLL 
libraries nationally which includes two children’s 
author/illustrator events and one adult author 
event per week plus a quiz for the whole family 
run by Bobby Seagull each Saturday afternoon at 
4pm. The children’s author sessions are every 
Saturday at 11.am and every Wednesday at 
4pm. On Saturday 6th March the fantastic writer 
and illustrator Elena Arevalo Melville will be 
reading her book ‘Umbrella’ at 11am which has 
been chosen for the Empathy Day Collection this 
year! 

 

Hugo (Rec) came 3rd in his virtual 

Gymnastics Competition 

https://www.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries
https://www.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries


 

 

 

 

 

Ed (Y4) achieved his green belt in Martial arts 

this week. 


