
 

 

 Friday 4th Dec 2020           Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 12 
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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I wanted to start by thanking the PTA and 
everyone who supported the virtual Christmas Fair 
on Saturday. It was truly amazing. Everything was 
so well organised and everything run smoothly 
with no technical issues. Thank you to Mr and Mrs 
Dunn and Mr and Mrs Boyle particularly for 
everything that they do for the school. They make 
everything look so easy but of course we know the 
huge amount of work that goes into an event like 
Saturday’s. We even had Father Christmas visit us! 
It is quite unbelievable how much money the PTA 
raise. Of course, it is also amazing how the PTA 
help to create such a wonderful feeling of 
community. It was a great way to spend a cold 
Saturday afternoon and it made me feel so blessed 
to be part of this special community.   
 
On Monday during our assembly we heard about 
the many examples of co-operation that are taking 
place around the school. Parents should be so 
proud of their children.  
 
In our KS2 Tuesday assembly the JTAs promoted 
the competition that they are organising. Thank 
you to Olivia and Edward in Year 6 for leading the 
assembly.  
 
Awards were given to KS2 children who promote 
our Golden Promises throughout the school.  
 
This week the certificates were awarded to 
children who show RESPECT towards others and 
take PRIDE in their work and belongings. The KS2 
Courtesy Cup was awarded to Maia (Y3) 
 
The Positive Attitude award was awarded to 
Edward (6), Sophie (5), Emelia (4), Lola (3), Finn 
(2), Amelia (1), George (Rec) 
 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was lovely to see the KS1 children coming to 
school in their Nativity costumes this week. I 
expect drivers were a little confused as they drove 
along Southborough Lane. Watching Year 2 walk in 
a long line towards the Forest School dressed in 
their costumes and following a star reminded me 
of the film The Nativity. The only thing they were 
missing was a donkey. It was a sight that I will not 
forget!  
 
 

Respect Award Pride Award 

Chaheth (Y6) Mario (Y6) 

David (Y5) Willow (Y5) 

Evangeline (Y4) Lana (Y4) 

Joshua (Y3) George (Y3) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who brought in a 
Christmas Cracker. We had an amazing amount 
and they look fabulous. We will have a Cracker 
Assembly on Monday where the teachers will 
choose a winner from each class and then the 
children will be able to buy one to take home.  

On Wednesday staff all wore Christmas Pudding 
tops- although I am not really sure why?! At least 
it made lots of children smile!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On Thursday Father David celebrated an Advent 
Mass which we all took part in virtually. He spoke 
of hope in this season of Advent and he lit the first 
advent candle. The children have all written 
Advent promises and we heard about some of 
these during Mass. They are all displayed in 
classrooms.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

On Friday, Year 5 attended a virtual meeting 
organised by Dementia Friends. Dementia Friends 
is an initiative from the Alzheimer's Society to 
spread awareness of Dementia. I am pleased to 
announce all Year 5 pupils are now Dementia 
Friends and have joined the 3.3 million who are 
registered throughout the UK. Thank you  Year 5. 

 
Thank you for your replies to the consultation 
regarding term dates for 2021/2022. We will let 
you know the school’s decision after Christmas.   
 
I met virtually this week with the Head teachers 
and Gvernors from across the Umbrella Trust. We 
continue to provide support to one another whilst 
focusing on teaching and learning in all of the 
eight schools.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember to collect your Christmas Tree 
tomorrow from the PTA. I am looking forward to 
collecting mine as they are always beautiful.  

Please see attached the information regarding Tier 
2 that I have been asked to remind parents about. 
We have been very fortunate at St James’ to have 
only had one confirmed positive case and we 
continue to do everything that we can to keep the 
children and staff safe and well. We pray and hope 
this continues in the lead up to Christmas.  
 
I hope our Scottish families had a very happy St 
Andrew’s Day on Monday 30th and that everyone 
has a good weekend.  
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Word on Wednesday 
This week’s word is HOPE. Advent is the season of 
preparation and hope, culminating in the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus, which brings us 
the good news that we are loved unconditionally 
by God. Pope Francis reminds us, “Hope is a 
strength, a grace and a gift from God”. Hope is a 
virtue which can sustain us through life’s greatest 
difficulties. John the Baptist brought a message of 
hope and we have been talking to the children 
about what hope means to them. They were asked 
if they could remember a time when they faced a 
difficult situation and someone (or maybe their 
faith) gave them hope.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dates 
 
December  
Monday 7th PTA Christmas Crackers to be sold  
Wednesday 9th School Christmas Lunch (Children 
may wear Christmas jumpers) 
Thursday 10th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 10th 4:30 KS1 Nativity via zoom 
(Donations before and after school)  
Friday 11th Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 
Children with a suggested donation of £1  
Tuesday 15th   KS2 Reading Passport Assembly   
Wednesday 16th pm KS1 Parties in classrooms 
Wednesday 16th 6:30 KS2 Carols via zoom 
(Donations before and after school) 
Thursday 17th Archbishop’s virtual Christmas 
Liturgy to Year 5 and Year 6 
Thursday 17th pm KS2 Parties in classrooms 
Friday 18th End of term 
 
January 
Monday 4th Staff INSET  
Tuesday 5th Children return to school 
Wednesday 6th Whole School virtual Mass 
 
Safeguarding 
 
We occasionally hear of young children being 
exposed to Call of Duty. This game draws on the 
harsh realities of war and terrorism and contains 
graphic scenes of violence. It is rated for players 
aged 18+ and there should be caution advised 
against allowing younger children to play the 
game. Call of Duty has been given an 18+ rating 
due to “violence against vulnerable and 
defenceless characters, motiveless killing of 
innocent characters, graphic violence and use of 
strong language.” Despite the rating, the game is 
still extremely popular amongst under 18’s who 
could be exposed to violent themes or foul 
language that parents may not deem suitable for 
their children. Children can join a group with their 
friends and play together online or play against or 
with anyone in the world. Due to the competitive 
nature of gaming and the fact conversations are 
not moderated, children could also be at risk of 
cyberbullying.  
 
 
 
 

The Primary Maths Challenge 
This year 23 children took part in the Primary 
Maths Challenge. This is a fun and exciting 
mathematical Challenge aimed at pupils in Year 5 
and Year 6.  It encourages enthusiasm, boosts 
confidence in mathematics and shows the 
different way questions can be asked. It also 
encourages problem solving as a means of helping 
pupils develop their reasoning skills and is 
designed to make pupils think outside the box.  
In February we find out if we have been successful 
in progressing to the Bonus Round.  Well done to 
all the pupils who took part. 
 
Admissions 
Three- and four-year olds born between 1st 
September 2016 and 31 August 2017 can now 
apply online at www.bromley.gov.uk  
Application deadline is Friday 15th January 2021. 
Our supplementary Information Form, which can 
be found on our website, also needs to be 
completed and returned to the school office by 
this deadline. 
 
Oakies News 
 
This week the children finished their Advent polar 
bears for the display.  As you can see, the end 
result is very festive. 
 
We have also been creating Christmas pictures and 
dancing to Christmas songs.  It has been a fun 
week! 
 
Oakie dokie 

 
 
 

http://www.bromley.gov.uk


 

 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 100 0 

Y1 99.67 0 

Y2 99.26 1 

Y3 97.48 0 

Y4 100 0 

Y5 99.04 1 

Y6 98.7 0 

Matilda The Film  
We are pleased to let you know about Oscar in 
Year 6 who has been asked to take part in the new 
Matilda film. He had to attend numerous auditions 
before finally being chosen and of course we are 
extremely proud of him. Congratulations, Oscar!    
 
 
Attendance 
23rd Nov-27th Dec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week was about accuracy! 

Well done to: 

Year 6 – Maja 100%         

Year 5 – Aiden 98%          

Year 4 – Jaiden 98% 

Year 3 – Jacob 94% 

Year 2 – Emma 90% 

Year 1 – Sophie 100% 

Rec – Ada 96% 

 

Junior Travel Ambassador Competition 
 
Thank you to everyone who entered the Junior 
Travel Ambassador competition that Olivia and 
Edward organised. There are some fabulous 
entries and winners will be announced next week.  
Mrs Deasy  
 
British Science Week 
 
We were thrilled to find out that Willow in Year 5 
entered a National Poster Competition for British 
Science Week and won! Her design is absolutely 
fantastic. Please see the link below to see her 
poster. I particularly liked the note she made 
about why she likes willow trees! Congratulations 
Willow! The posters were judged on the following 
criteria: 
 
Creativity in approach – innovative angle on the 
content or creative interpretation of the theme 
Content – clear, accurate and informative about 
the STEM topic 
Effective communication – presented and 
communicated in an engaging way 
 
 
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/poster-
competition-2020-winners-announced/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/poster-competition-2020-winners-announced/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/poster-competition-2020-winners-announced/


 

 

Advent Resources 
 
https://education.rcdow.org.uk/catholicism-
unpacked-new/ 

A Christmas Crib activity for families from TEN:TEN 
The Christmas Crib (Parents) 
(tentenresources.co.uk)  
 
Jesse Tree for Families - free download - 
Brentwood Diocese (dioceseofbrentwood.net)  
 
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-
speaks/focus/advent-christmastide/  
 
CAFOD have launched their Advent Resources with 
separate Advent Calendars for primary, secondary 
and families. https://cafod.org.uk/Education  
 
Catholic Children’s Society The Advent Calendar is 
available for download. https://
www.cathchild.org.uk/resources/advent2020/  
 
PTA NEWS 
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Thank you to everyone for supporting the very 
unique Virtual St James' Christmas Fair last 
Saturday! We hope you enjoyed the festivities as 
much as we did and that we managed to bring 
some Christmas cheer to your 
households. Congratulations to all those who won 
prizes, we hope you enjoy them.  
 
A very special thank you to the teachers for 
helping us with the children's raffle prize draw and 
for sharing a video of the elves looking for Santa. 
 
We are delighted to announce that with the 
combined fundraising of the Virtual Christmas Fair, 
own clothes day and Christmas tree sales, a grand 
total of £4,759 has been raised!!  
 
Thank you to everyone for making this happen.  
 
CHRISTMAS TREES 
A reminder to those who have ordered Christmas 
trees and wreaths through the PTA, collection is 
between 10-11am on Saturday 5th 
December from the KS2 car park accessed from 
Maybury Close. 
 

School Masses Update 
 
Archbishop John has confirmed that it is not yet 
possible to permit the celebration of Mass in 
school or by relocating to a church for Mass. 
 Similarly, it is not possible to permit a ‘Liturgy of 
the Word with distribution of Communion’.  The 
Education Commission have explained that 
'general guidance for gathering in large groups or 
mixing of ‘bubbles’ in school prohibits gathering 
for Mass or other liturgy that includes the 
distribution of Communion.  The protocols that 
have been set up for celebration Masses in 
parishes were designed specifically for the context 
of the parish community.  In the different context 
of schools, we need to respect the existing 
adaptations schools have introduced to make 
those sites safe for pupils and staff.  In most cases 
that includes restricting ‘visitors’ coming on to 
school sites and requiring that any ‘visitors’ do not 
join existing school based ‘bubbles’.  In addition, it 
is important to recognise the health and safety 
needs of our priests'.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CHRISTMAS CRACKER COMPETITION 
Thank you for sending in your wonderful cracker 
creations ready for the 'Zoom Cracker 
Assembly' on Monday 7th December. Please 
remember that if your child would like to purchase 
a cracker, they must bring £1 in a named envelope 
on Monday and hand it to their teacher. 
The teachers will award a prize to the best 
creation in each class!  
 
TEA TOWELS 
Many thanks to all those who have ordered tea 
towels, please note that these will be handed out 
on Thursday 17th December. 
 
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP  
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group.  
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Saturday 5th December - Christmas Tree 
Collection 
Monday 7th December - Christmas cracker 
assembly 
Thursday 17th December - Tea Towels handed out 
 
If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions, then feel free to email us 
on: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com  
 

Other News 

Mr Jawed  has been busy making Boot Pulls as a 

fund raiser for school.  They are great for wellies 

and shoes alike and would make a fantastic 

stocking filler for parents and grandparents, 

gardeners and dog walkers! 

Please email the office if you would like to order 

one.  They are £5 each and all proceeds will go to 

school outdoor projects.  Mrs Deasy 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child  started in the UK and 

30 years on it is now a global success! 

Unfortunately, due to the current COVID-19 

restrictions, St James’ will not be participating in 

this event this year but we do encourage you to 

please visit the Samaritan’s website: https://

www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/

operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-my-

shoebox/ 

The Samaritans have made it really simple for 

those of you wanting to donate to this wonderful 

charity - either by creating your own special gift 

box or my donating online for the Samaritans to 

pack and send off the shoebox on your behalf. The 

closest designated drop-off location is in Sidcup  

which is just under 2.5 miles away. 

BYMT 

Upcoming online auditions for our Junior Singers at 

BYMT. This is an auditioned choir for singers from 

across the whole Borough. We currently have 

some spaces available in our choir at BYMT 

(Bickley) on a Thursday, and we are also about to 

open a brand new choir on Wednesdays in 

Anerley. Both choirs rehearse 4.15-5.15. Our choirs 

are all rehearsing by following strict Covid-related 

guidelines, so spaces are limited - though online 

places are also available on both days.  

To audition, children need to record (video or 

audio) a short, simple song (a verse of Happy 

Birthday would be fine), which will need to be 

uploaded. All instructions are on the form, which 

also needs to be filled in: http://tinyurl.com/

BYMTJuniors 

You can see more details about the choir, and hear 

them in action on this new video: https://

youtu.be/EqkIOtg4OLg 

The deadline for audition uploads is 14th 

December.  

Please use the online form to apply - but 

email sseeney@bymt.co.uk if you have any 

questions.  

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com

