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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
On Saturday, Year 4 met at The Tate Britain and 
saw their class photograph displayed. Last year the 
artist, Steve McQueen,  invited every Year 3 class 
in London to have their photograph taken by 
Tate photographers. These class photos are now 
displayed at a free exhibition at Tate Britain and 
if you would like to see the photograph it is on 
Wall 14 in the gallery. At the end of the 
exhibition the picture will be displayed in school. 
Thank you to Miss Atkinson and Mrs Ferrari for 
meeting the children at the gallery.  
 
 

 
In assembly at the start of the week the children 
learned about the Chinese New Year. We read the 
story about the Chinese Zodiac animals and some 
children showed the school the red envelopes, 
dragon puppets and fortune cookies that they had 
brought into school. I know that Reception Class 
this week have been finding out all about Chinese 
New Year and visiting their classroom Chinese 
Restaurant! 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday after school, teachers met with other 
teachers from the Umbrella Trust to discuss 
reading. It was a useful evening with lots of good 
practice shared. These sessions are always 
valuable and enable staff to moderate their 
teacher assessment judgements. I met with Head 
teachers from the Umbrella Trust this week to 
discuss future joint projects. Our discussions are 
always around teaching and learning and how we 
can support each other to lead improvement in 
our schools. 
 
This week I have been visiting classes to observe 
art being taught.  The art lessons are always 
inspiring and children are given the knowledge and 
skills to create wonderful art and think critically 
about their work.  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA 
own clothes day on Tuesday. I know that the PTA 
are very grateful for your help in raising funds for 
the school and in particular our school pond. The 
area around the pond has already been cleared 
and work started today on the fencing.  When the 
fencing is completed work will start on the liner. 
We hope to have the pond ready for children to 
visit later this year and this will be a wonderful 
way to celebrate our 50th Anniversary. Plans are 
progressing well for our 50th Anniversary 
celebrations and more details will follow.  

https://tate.org.uk/art/artists/steve-mcqueen-2387


 

 

very supportive relationship. It was an absolute 
privilege to spend the day in school. They should be 
incredibly proud of the work they do; it is the 
product of a lot of hard work and dedication from 
every member of the community.”  
 
I would like to thank Mrs Wilson, the RE Subject 
Lead, and all the staff for all that they do to put 
Faith in Action, Working Together and Walking in 
the Footsteps of Christ at the heart of everything 
that we do at St James’.  
 
KS1 were visited this week by the author Grant 
Koper who spoke to the children and signed books 
for them. Thank you to the KS1 staff for organising 
this enriching experience for the children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday we all met on the path outside 
Southmore Court Residential Home to sing Happy 
Birthday to a resident who was celebrating her 
100th birthday! She could not believe that so many 
children wanted to sing to her. The children were 
very impressed to see the card that she had been 
sent that was signed by the Queen. I visited her 
later that day with the Year 6 RE Ambassadors to 
give her a card from the school. When we asked 
her about a time in 
her life that she 
remembered fondly 
she told us about the 
time she was in the 
Land Army in 
Swanley and grew 
tomatoes that she 
was able to take 
home to her mother 
in Grove Park. It was 
a real privilege to 
help her celebrate 

For now, please keep Thursday 2nd April free as 
this will be when we will be celebrating with a 
Mass and families will be invited to spend lunch 
with the children in school.  
 
This week you may have seen Year 6 children 
taking part in their Bike Ability course. Bike Ability 
is about gaining practical skills and understanding 
how to cycle on today’s roads. It gives people the 
skills and confidence for all kinds of cycling. The 
children all did very well and the people who 
delivered the training were very impressed with 
the children’s behaviour and participation in the 
course. They all passed Level 2 and we will be 
presenting them with their certificates in school 
next week.  
 
As you know we were visited last week by Daniel 
Coleman, The Religious Education and Spirituality 
Adviser for the Education Commission. He has 
since sent me his report which we are very pleased 
with.  
 
He wrote that, “it was a pleasure to spend time in 
St James’. It is clearly a school that is built on its 
ethos and values and they are at the heart of all 
the school does. These values are clearly evident in 
the relationships between all members of the 
community. There is a palpable sense of a 
community with a shared vision, where everyone 
understands they have a responsibility to nurture 
and develop these values and ethos. Children 
speak enthusiastically about their RE lessons and 
warmly about their teachers. There is a lot here for 
the school to be proud about. The children’s books 
are impressive. The teachers are to be commended 
for using their skills and knowledge to fully 
challenge the children. The school offers an 
impressive range of opportunities for the children 
to develop their sense of social responsibility. Links 
with the parish remain strong and both the parish 
and the school have worked hard to develop this 



 

 

such an important birthday.  

Year 1 visited Pizza Express on Thursday to make 
pizzas. They had a great morning and were able to 
tell me all about it. Thank you to Miss McCarthy 
for organising this and to Mrs Haynes and parents 
for accompanying the children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 were visited by Her Honour Judge Kathryn 
Major this week when she spoke to them about 
her work. The children asked very sensible 
questions and were clearly inspired to think about 
careers in law. We are already involved with 
Primary Futures. This initiative connects primary 
schools with volunteers from a range of careers, 
who come into school to talk to children about 
their jobs and show children that what they are 
learning at school can lead to interesting and 
exciting careers. Please let us know if you or 
anyone you know would like to speak to our 
children about the job that they do. 
 
I received a lovely letter from St Christopher’s 

hospice this week thanking the Choir for singing at 
the Nugent before Christmas. While the children 
were singing £61.66 was raised in the bucket 
collection. Thank you of course to Miss Atkinson 
for organising this and to Mrs Connolly and the 
staff who took the children on the bus to the 
Nugent on the last day of a very busy term.  
 
Y5 children asked if they could also raise money 
for St. Christopher's Hospice and held a cake sale 
today. They raised an amazing £143.67.  Thank you 
to everyone who made and bought cakes. 
 
We had confirmation this week that money raised 
from the mince pies and mulled wine after the KS2 
Carol Concert at the church in December came to 
£147 and this was sent to Demelza Hospice Care 
for Children. We would like to thank the parents 
that organised this and also to everyone 
who kindly donated. This worthy charity was 
chosen by Fr David.   
 
This week I met with the project manager for the 
roofing work that is ongoing.  He assured me that 
the work will be completed by the middle of 
March so we hope for continued dry weather. It 
has been wonderful not to have any leaks in 
school over the last few wet days!  
 
KS1 staff would like to thank parents who have 
already volunteered to wash the KS1 fruit on a 
morning. It only takes about 10 minutes and can 
be done any time before first break at 10:30. If 
anyone else is able to help KS1 staff with this job 
could they please let Mrs Richards or the office 
know which day they could manage.  
 
On Monday parents are very welcome to come 
into school at 3:20 to look at the children’s work in 
their trays and on the wall. Please also remember 
that there is the Year 5 and Year 6 Parent Meeting 
on Thursday at 2:45 where Mrs Connolly will talk 
about the Reading Comprehension in SATs.  
 
I hope that everyone enjoys themselves if they are 
attending the performance of Billionaire Boy this 
evening at the theatre. The PTA do a really 
remarkable job of organising such a range of 
events.  
 
God Bless,  Mrs Weeks 



 

 

Friday 20th 3:20-5pm Fundraising Movie Night for 
children (Details to follow) 
Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th KS1 Concert for 
parents at 9:15 
Thursday 26th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 26th Bank of America to visit Year 6 
Friday 27th KS1 PTA Easter Egg Hunt 
Friday 27th Year 5 visiting the library 
Friday 27th 4pm-6pm Past pupils and families 
welcome to tour school and have tea and cakes 
Saturday 28th PTA Family Disco to celebrate 50th 
Anniversary 
Tuesday 31st Reading Passport Assembly for 
children  
Tuesday 31st Year 5 Passion Play at 2:30 
 
April 
 
Thursday 2nd 10:30 Whole School Mass and 50th 
Anniversary celebrations  
Friday 3rd Children finish at the normal time.  
 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
 
Facebook is an online social media platform that 
has over 2 billion users across the globe. It was 
initially for university students but soon expanded 
out and since 2006, anyone over the age of 13 is 
able to join the platform. It is available on all 
devices from desktops and laptop computers to 
smartphones and tablets. Users can add photos 
and videos, update their status, interact with 
others and catch up with the latest news. Despite 
requiring users to be over 13, children can easily 
create an account. It’s therefore important that 
parents familiarise themselves with the main 
features of the platform to ensure their children 
remain safe if and when they use it. 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary  
 
Please check to see dates that have been added. 
 
February 
 
Monday 3rd Open classrooms at 3:30 for parents to 
look at children’s trays 
Thursday 4th Representative from The Passage 
talking to KS2 
Wednesday 5th Choir to Young Voices at O2 
Thursday 6th Year 5 Class Mass in school at 9:05 
Thursday 6th UCL Research Project starts in KS2 
Thursday 6th Parent Meeting for Y 5 and Y 6 
parents about Reading Comprehension at 2:45 
Friday 7th Year 2 visiting the library 
Monday 10th Gareth Bacon MP visiting the school  
Tuesday 11th Online Safety Day for children 
Tuesday 11th and Wednesday 12th Year 6 Bike 
Ability (2nd group) 
Thursday 13th Bank of America visiting Year 6 
Wednesday 26th Whole School Mass 
Friday 14th International Day 
Wednesday 26th Ash Wednesday Whole School 
Mass 
Wednesday 26th Junior Travel Ambassador 
Meeting 
Wednesday 26th Well Being Workshops for 
children in Year 4 and Year 5 
Thursday 27th Online safety talks for parents at 
9am and workshops for children 
Friday 28th Year 3 visiting the library 
 
March 
 
Monday 2nd Start of Lenten Reflection Week 
Thursday 5th Children dress as a book character for 
World Book Day  
Friday 6th CAFOD Family Fast Day 
Friday 6th Year 4 visiting the library 
Friday 6th Year 4 Class Assembly at 2:50 
Saturday 7th Cross Country for Year 3 and Year 4 
Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th Open evening for 
parents to meet with teachers 
Thursday 12th 9:15 Spring Walk through Jubilee 
Park for the whole school 
Wednesday 18th Scoot Sure for Year 3  
Thursday 19th Class Photographs 
Thursday 19th Year 4 Class Mass at 9:05 
Friday 20th Year 6 visiting the library 
Friday 20th 1:15 Helen O’ Grady Performance 



 

 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 99.67 0 

Y1 96.13 2 

Y2 97.33 0 

Y3 98.75 0 

Y4 97.81 2 

Y5 99.38 0 

Y6 98.18 0 

Year Number of wins 

Rec 1 

Y1 1 

Y2 1 

Y3 0 

Y4 2 

Y5 0 

Y6 0 

Attendance 

20th-24th Jan 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Reception class who had the best 

attendance last week.  The year with the best 

attendance at the end of the term will be able to 

wear their own clothes to school for one day. 

 

Weekly winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Word 
This Week’s Word is HOPE. Thank you to Year 5 
who led the collective worship this week. They 
read this Sunday’s Gospel to KS2 and explained 
how hope is a wonderful gift.  The children talked 
about times when they faced difficult situations 
and someone gave them hope.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Other news 

Year 2 will be visiting the library on Friday and will 
be leaving at 10.50 and returning by 12.  If you are 
able to accompany them please let the office 
know.  Many thanks,  Mrs Martin 
 
Midday Supervisors 
 
We are looking for some bank staff for lunch 
times.  If you are interested in applying to be a 
Midday Supervisor please pop into the office to 
pick up an application form. 
 
PTA News 

Looking forward to a fabulous evening at the 
Churchill theatre tonight watching David Wal-
liams Billionaire Boy 
 
Saturday 28th March -  Family 70's disco / 50th 
Anniversary celebration in the school hall 6:30-
9:30pm 
 
Save the date for our Summer Ball, Saturday 4th 
July. Ticket release date to be announced soon.  
  
If you would like to know more about your PTA or 
have any suggestions please do not hesitate to 
contact us on pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 

Many thanks      PTA Committee 

This week’s battle results: 

 

Well done Year 5 and Year 3! 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com


 

 

Oakies 

We have been busy celebrating Chinese New Year 
at Oakies this week.  The children have made a 
lovely Chinese dragon to decorate the dining     
area.  They have also made lanterns and fortune 
cookies.  We have had great fun making things and 
learning about a different culture. 
 
Next week we will be having a very active week, 
doing a variety of indoor and outdoor fun sports. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 
Oakie dokie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

Well done to our Year 6 Football team for their 

fantastic 2-2 draw against St Philomena’s in the 

first match of the new league.  

Our hockey squad also took part in a tournament 

this week against a large number of schools in the 

borough. Out of the seven games played they 

managed two wins and three draws—a magnifi-

cent achievement for them all! Well done! 

Mrs Connolly 

 


