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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
What a wonderful PTA Christmas Fair we had on 
Saturday. It was so well attended and everyone 
seemed to be having a great time. There was a 
real sense of our community coming together to 
raise money for our children and to have fun. I 
know how hard our PTA work to organise such a 
big event and they have worked tirelessly over the 
last few months to make the Christmas Fair such a 
brilliant success. Thank you to everyone who 
donated and to all those that were here Friday 
night setting up and early Saturday morning. A big 
thank you also to the parents who spent the day 
at school last Wednesday decorating the entrance 
hall. We would love to create an improved 
playground space for KS1 and more facilities for 
KS2 and I would like to thank everyone for their 
continued fundraising efforts towards this aim.  
 
On Saturday night Maia in Year 1 helped to turn 
on the Petts Wood Christmas lights as her design 
was the winner of the Christmas Tree Decoration 
competition. Well done Maia!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday the KS2 Choir sung at The Maypole 

Project Christmas Fair. The Maypole Project is a 

local charity that provides emotional well-being to 

the whole family and provides a lifeline to families 

who so desperately need it when a child is 

diagnosed with a complex medical need. They 

Headteacher’s Message promise to stay alongside families for as long as is 

needed and the support is tailored to each family’s 

individual need and supports families at home, 

school, hospice or hospital. We are happy to 

support such a worthy cause. Thank you to the 

children and families that supported this event 

and to Mrs Bromfield and Miss Atkinson for giving 

up their time so generously on Sunday.  The choir 

sung so beautifully.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In KS2 Assembly this week we discussed the 

qualities of friendship. We talked about how 

friendship is a two-way relationship and that we 

must all try to be friends to others. We prayed that 

we can become better friends, even when it is 

difficult, because friendship is one of the most 

important things in our world.  

 

It was good to welcome parents and grandparents 

into school on Wednesday to see learning in 

action. Mrs Richards was able to demonstrate how 

phonics is taught at St James’ and other teachers 

taught maths. We try to offer a range of day and 

evening events over the year to accommodate all 

parents and I hope that those that were able to 

attend found the morning useful.  

 

Year 5 and Year 6 were visited this week by a 
representative from The Cardinal Hume Centre. 



 

 

Gazette front and back covers. They each received 

a voucher this week from the Petts Wood Resident 

Association and we are very proud of them both. 

Well done!  

 

Thank you to Mia in Year 4 for showing Social 

action and organising a fundraising event to raise 

money for the  WE Charity. We are very proud of 

her efforts.  

 

Well done to everyone that performed this week 

in The Helen O’Grady Drama show for parents. The 

children obviously enjoyed it and showed great 

confidence. It was a lovely end to the week. 

 

We have been contacted by UCL and The Anna 

Freud National Centre for Children and Families to 

see if families would like to be involved in a 

research project around helping children regulate 

their emotions in everyday situations. They 

have developed an interactive toy that could help 

children improve their self-regulation skills. ‘Self-

regulation’ refers to everyday skills such as being 

able to calm down or to stay focused. The toy is 

fitted with various motors and sensors that allow it 

to vibrate in patterns that make it seem anxious. 

As the child gently interacts with the toy, its 

vibration rate drops and the child experiences a 

calming effect. The research team are trying to 

understand if and how the toy they have 

developed can help children develop their self-

regulation skills within the situations they 

encounter in their daily lives such as dealing with a 

conflict with their peers. To do this, they need 

children’s help to understand how they cope with 

everyday situations, and whether the toy 

they have developed could help them regulate 

their emotions in such situations. At this stage UCL 

are asking simply for an expression of interest. 

There is no cost involved although I believe 

children receive a voucher if they take part. If you 

are interested please send the attached expression 

of interest form back to school by Friday 21st 

December. A paper copy is also being sent out to 

KS2.  

Have a wonderful weekend.       Mrs Weeks 

The Cardinal Hume Centre enables people to gain 
the skills they need to overcome poverty and 
homelessness and offer hostel accommodation in 
Victoria to homeless young people aged 16 to 24.  
They take the ethos of Cardinal Hume seriously, 
ensuring that they offer both a non-judgemental 
welcome and a stable and safe environment for 
people in need to seek help and support. We will 
be supporting this charity and The Passage at 
Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday we were visited by Steve Frew, 
a Scottish gymnast who represented Scotland and 
Great Britain over 100 times at various 
International Gymnastics Competitions. He took 
gold in the men's rings at the 2002 
Commonwealth Games in Manchester, England at 
the age of 28. This was the first Gymnastics 
Commonwealth Games Gold Medal for Scotland, 
in the history of the Commonwealth Games. He 
competed in his fifth Commonwealth Games 
in Melbourne in 2006, where he qualified for the 
men's rings final. Thank you to Mrs Connolly for all 
her hard work in organising this amazing 
opportunity and for all the children who took part 
in the events on Thursday afternoon and raised 
funds for the playground projects.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to Isabel in Year 5 and Renee in Year 2 

for their winning designs for the Petts Wood 

https://www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk/need-help/young-persons-hostel/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gymnast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rings_(gymnastics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002_Commonwealth_Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2002_Commonwealth_Games
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2006_Commonwealth_Games


 

 

Safe Guarding 
 
As they get older, we want children to be able to 
explore the outside and online worlds safely. One 
of the biggest challenges facing any parent is how 
to give their child enough freedom to learn for 
themselves – sometimes from their mistakes – 
whist fulfilling that most basic parental duty to 
keep their children safe. There’s no escaping that 
worrying things do sometimes happen. However, 
unfortunately too many parents are all too often 
turning to ‘stranger danger’ to do this but 
‘stranger danger’ forgets that that most strangers 
would help rather than hurt a child and the people 
that do want to hurt children are people that 
children already know. Teaching children to stay 
safe by only focusing on strangers can be 
misleading. Have a look at the ‘Clever Never Goes’ 
resources at www.clevernevergoes.org 
 
Please make a note of the following dates:  
December 
Wednesday 5th Whole School Mass at the church 
at 9:30am  
Saturday 8th PTA selling Christmas Trees at school 
at 10am (Please pre book) 
Monday 10th Year 6 singing at The Royal British 
Legion 
Monday 10th KS2 Carol Service at 6pm at the 
church 
Tuesday 11th Year 5 visited by Primary Future 
Representative 
Tues 11th Choir visiting The Memory Café at 2:45 
Wednesday 12th KS1 Nativity at 9:15 (Babies and 
Toddlers welcome) 
Wednesday 12th Christmas Dinner 
Wed 12th Choir singing at The Glades at 4:15 
Thursday 13th KS1 Nativity at 9:15 
Friday 14th Save the Children Wear a Christmas 
Jumper Day 
Wedn 19th Year 6 singing at Southmore Court 
Wednesday 19th KS1 Christmas Party in school 
Wednesday 19th Staff Pantomime to children at 
3:30-5pm (More details to follow) 
Thursday 20th Year 6 singing carols at Petts Wood 
Library at 11am 
Thursday 20th KS2 Christmas Party in school 
Friday 21st End of term 
 
 
 

Word on Wednesday 
 
This Sunday we begin to celebrate the season of 
Advent. This week’s word is HOPE.  We talked to 
the children this week about how hope is a 
wonderful gift as it can help us through life’s 
greatest difficulties. Jesus brought a message of 
hope to the world. Advent is a time to make a 
fresh start and to be filled with hope.  
 
Other Messages….. 
 
Whole School Mass 
There is a Whole School Mass on Wednesday 5th 
December. We would be grateful if parents could 
accompany us by walking the children to and from 
the church on this day. Please can you advise the 
office if you are able to help. 

 
Christmas Productions: 
You are warmly invited to our Christmas 
productions: 
 
KS2 Advent Concert on Monday 10th December at 
6pm at St James' Church. 
KS1 "A Very Noisy Nativity" on Wednesday 12th 
and Thursday 13th December at 9.15am in 
school.  Please note that babies or toddlers  
cannot be admitted to the Thursday performance. 
 
Choir - Save the date 
Wednesday 12th December Carol singin at The 
Glades at 4.15pm 
Saturday 15th December 10am Carol Singing at 
The Glades for The Maypole Project 
 
An email will be sent next week with further 
details. 
 
Christmas Lunch: 
The school Christmas lunch (Roast Turkey or 
Vegetable Cracker Parcel) will take place on 
Wednesday 12th December.  If your child already 
has school dinners then they will automatically be 
booked in for this and you do not need to do 
anything.  If your child usually has packed lunches, 
but would like to have the Christmas lunch then 
please send in £2.50 in an envelope marked clearly 
with their name by Monday 18th November. 
 
 

http://www.clevernevergoes.org


 

 

james-rc-primary/ this will be active until 12th 
December after which time wrist bands and 
medals will be sent to the school and I will be able 
to give you an accurate total. Thank you once 
again for all of your efforts!     Mrs Connolly 

Girls' Football 

The Girls' football team had two matches this 
week against Trinity and Hayes - both very strong 
teams. We didn't win the matches, but we are 
gaining valuable experience each time we play. 

Oakies Club 
 
As you can see we have started our Christmas 
activities.  The Advent Calendar is in progress.  We 
made salt dough Christmas shapes, for example 
Christmas trees, baubles, teddy bears and 
gingerbread men.  These were then baked and will 
be decorated and hung on a tree made of the 
Oakies' children’s hands.  Stay tuned for the 
finished product next week.  In the coming days 
we will be making all sorts of exciting items for 
Christmas. 

Oakie Dokie  

Janet and team 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost Property 

A child's watch was found after the fair and is in 
the office for collection. 

Nits 
Please note there has been a case of head lice in 
the school.  Please make sure you check your 
child's hair regularly and treat any cases to stop 
this spreading. 
Attendance 

 

 
      
Well done to Reception Class with 100% 
attendance. 
 
Team Superschools 

We had an amazing time yesterday with Team 
SuperSchools yesterday! Steve Frew our gymnast 
showed us some of his tricks and a film of him 
winning his gold medal. Ryan, the organiser on the 
day, wowed us with his jumping ability and overall 
we had great fun!  To date, as parents, friends and 
family you have raised a fantastic amount of 
£3,546.50 towards our playground development - 
a total we could never have dreamed of 
achieving.....so thank you to everyone for their 
support. Details of where this money is going will 
be sent to you shortly. If you still have sponsorship 
to collect or pay online using https://
fundraise.teamsuperschools.co.uk/events/st-

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 5 

Year 1 3 

Year 2 2 

Year 3 2 

Year 4 2 

Year 5  0 

Year 6 1 

https://fundraise.teamsuperschools.co.uk/events/st-james-rc-primary/
https://fundraise.teamsuperschools.co.uk/events/st-james-rc-primary/
https://fundraise.teamsuperschools.co.uk/events/st-james-rc-primary/


 

 

Friends of the Earth  - Air Pollution Survey 
Some of you will remember that this time last 
year, we took part in a project to monitor air 
pollution on our school site.  Thankfully, after 
analysis, both our tubes gave readings below the 
European Union legal limit.   
 
As many things affect pollution levels over the 
course of a year, we have been approached to 
repeat the analysis for a second year.  The air 
monitoring tubes have now been put up and will 
remain in situ for two weeks. 
 
Although air pollution is an important health issue 
for people of all ages, research shows that children 
and older people are most vulnerable. 
We look forward to receiving our results in the 
new year. 
 
Mrs Deasy 
 
 
 
PTA News 

We want to say a really big THANK YOU to all of 

you! Our Christmas Fair was a really lovely 

afternoon and the perfect way to begin the festive 

season.  Thank you so much for coming, for 

bringing your families and to those who 

volunteered and donated items. We especially 

want to thank our Class Reps who have been such 

a help in collating contributions and co-ordinating 

the stalls. We will be announcing the total amount 

raised shortly but it is looking good…! 

Those of you who have tickets for the pantomime, 

please collect them from the PTA desk in the 

reception area after school on Wednesday or 

Friday next week.  If you are unable to collect and 

sign in person then please make alternative 

arrangements and ask for a friend to pick them up 

for you. Please note that the curtain goes up at 

5.30pm. Our next PTA trip to the Churchill is for 

Horrible Histories on February 8th and the 

deadline for receipt of ticket requests is Friday 7 

December.  Apologies for short deadline but the 

Churchill need us to confirm and pay for our 

allocation next weekend.  Keep an eye out for the 

order form which will be sent out by email and in 

book bags. 

Saturday 8 December, 10-11am             Christmas 

Tree Collection 

Tuesday 11 December, 5.30pm              Cinderella, 

Churchill Theatre     

 Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 

our Facebook page.  

 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com

