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Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you all had a good half term break.  
 
We are obviously very pleased that we can finally 
welcome all the children back to school on 
Monday 8th March and we will of course send 
details about the arrangements for this next week. 
It will not be long now before we are all back 
together.  
 
This week we have been talking to the children 
about Lent and the children have been learning 
about how Lent reminds us of Jesus’ forty days of 
fasting and prayer in the wilderness, where he 
grew stronger through resisting temptations. We 
have been talking to the children about how Lent 
is a time for us to make an extra effort to listen 
carefully to God and to try and make a change for 
the better by turning away from things which are 
wrong for ourselves or others.  
 
Today is of course CAFOD Family Fast Day. I spoke 
to the children in assembly about possibly having a 
simple evening meal and donating the money that 
has been saved to CAFOD so that they continue 
with their work to end water poverty. Last 
Saturday you may have joined the CAFOD Big Walk 
for Water or are now participating in the Walk for 
Water challenge, where you are walking 10,000 
steps a day, every day, for 40 days during Lent.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children have also been thinking about Fairtrade 
Fortnight. For Fairtrade producers, the climate 
crisis is one of their biggest challenges. Fairtrade 

Headteacher’s Message 
gives producers a higher income so that they can 
meet their everyday needs and deal with the 
challenges of climate change. Children have been 
learning about how their choices as individuals can 
make a difference to the lives of people around 
the world and the planet we share.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today has been a wonderful day celebrating 
International Day! Although it is not how we wish 
to be celebrating, it has been wonderful 
to celebrate the different cultures that we have at 
our school and celebrate diversity. We know the 
children in school have had a wonderful day and 
we hope the children at home have too! Please 
make sure your child has completed the Kahoot 
quiz and the winners shall be announced in next 
week’s newsletter. Year 2 made Beetroot Falafel 
from The Lebanon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
On Thursday this week Year 6 connected with the 
education department at The House of Commons 
to learn about the UK Parliament, the jobs that 
MPs do and how laws are passed. The children 
gained a lot from the session and were excellent at 
answering the questions! 



 

 

forward to you being able to visit us again. 
 
From The volunteers at the Memory Cafe. 
 
In Character Education this half term we are 
thinking about honesty and each week teachers 
will be celebrating the children who demonstrate 
this value.  
 
We are also continuing to thank the children who 
continue to do so well with their remote learning. 
As well as this, KS2 celebrate their rewards of 
Pride, Respect and Courtesy.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Award is awarded to Grace in Y5 this 
week. Well done Grace! 
 
 
 

Theo the Pets As Therapy Dog and Carolyn his 
owner started at St James’ this week. Theo will be 
hearing children read throughout the school. 
Many people are apprehensive about speaking in 
public. It can be very daunting. Children are no 
different and can become nervous and stressed 
when reading to others in a group. The body can 
become flooded with stress hormones such as 
adrenaline and cortisol and brains can enter the 
‘fight, flight or freeze state’. However, when 
reading to a dog, many children experience a 
calming sensation – and often feel less stressed, 
less self-conscious and more confident. Dogs are 
non-judgemental and their presence can help the 
children to relax. The teacher will choose an 
appropriate book and stay with the child while 
they are reading to Theo. We are looking forward 
to seeing Theo every week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week I was delighted to receive the following 
message from The Memory Café:  
 
Dear Children, 
 
We are writing to say a huge thank you from St 
James’ Memory Cafe for the beautiful letters and 
prayers you wrote to our guests at Christmas. It 
has been a very difficult time for many of them not 
being able to come to St James’ for the cafe but 
you have played a very important part in 
reminding them how much they are loved and 
remembered. Your works of art brought them 
great joy and when we have spoken to some of 
them they have said how much they miss you. You 
are all special to us. We don't know yet when we 
will be able to return but what we do know is that 
when this is possible we will very much look 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Rosie Agustin 

Year 4 Flavio Ava 

Year 5 Valerie Emmanuel 

Year 6 Abigail Edward 

Year Honesty Remote Learning 

Reception Olivia  Theo 

Year 1 Ruby Aidan 

Year 2 Tadas Orla 

Year 3 Maddie Joe 

Year 4 Mia Jayden C 

Year 5 Lily-Mae Lizzy 

Year 6 Eireann Amelia 



 

 

Please remember that Bromley Y can support your 
children’s mental health and wellbeing and 
attached is an information leaflet that explains 
this.  
 
I hope you have a good weekend.  
God bless, 
Mrs Weeks 
 
Dates for your diary  
March 
Thursday 4th World Book Day  
Monday 8th International Women’s Day 
Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th Open Evenings (zoom 
codes to be sent out shortly)  
Friday 19th Science Day 
Friday 19th Red Nose Day 
Thursday 25th KS2 Reading Passports due in 
Tuesday 30th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  
Wednesday 31st End of term 
 
World Book Day 
Next week, Thursday 4th March, is World Book 
Day! To help with our celebrations we have many 
exciting things planned and as is traditional we 
would normally dress up as a character from a 
book. This year, despite being at home, we would 
like to continue with this! So for lessons on 
Thursday it would be lovely to see as many 
children as possible dressed as a book character - 
this does not need to be a shop bought at all! How 
creative can your children be at finding/making 
things from home?  
 
We have been fortunate enough to have booked 
some live sessions throughout next week with 
authors and illustrators.  We will be live and 
interactive with Michael Rosen and Tom Palmer as 
well as doodling along in the style of Tom Gates 
with the author Liz Pichon - to name just a 
few!  Please be aware  that this may mean a slight 
change in times to our timetables next week, or 
using different links to access the sessions. Class 
teachers will notify you of these in their timetables  
for next week.  
 
World Book tokens have arrived in school for 
every child and we will hand these out on the 8th 
March when we return. 
 
Mrs Connolly 

Letter Join 
We have renewed the school Letter Join 
subscription for parents to continue to use at 
home. This resource is to consolidate the 
handwriting scheme in school. 
You can login in with the following details: 
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk 
USERNAME: stjames 
PASSWORD: bromley 
 
Lent Resources 
Please find attached Lent resources recommended 
by Mini Vinnies to help your child prepare for 
Easter. Mini Vinnies works with 7 to 11year olds 
and are part of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, a 
voluntary organisation, dedicated to tackling 
poverty in all its forms. Please find other useful 
child friendly resources on their website:  https://
www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies 
  
Gospel Reflections 
Many web links are available to help your child’s 
understanding of the Sunday Gospel Reading. We 
recommend: 
http://www.wednesdayword.org/ 

https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/ 

SAFEGUARDING 
Please see the attached information about keeping 
children safe on line.  
 
Wednesday Word 
This Week’s Word is SACRED. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, the disciples received a glimpse of the 
awesome divinity of Jesus through his 
transfiguration. This sacred encounter took place 
on the Holy Mountain of Mount Tabor. Often in 
the Bible, mountains are described as sacred 
places and we talked to the children in assembly 
about where they think of as being a sacred place 
where they can pray or feel closest to God.  
 
School Garden News 
The KS1 Potato Growing Extravaganza 
During Lockdown last year, our KS1 potato 
growing competition took place, rather 
unexcitedly, on my patio.  This year however, 
promises much more! You will see from the 
attached photograph that we have already 
purchased a batch of seed potatoes that are 
currently 'chitting' in the school greenhouse.  Once 

https://www.svp.org.uk/
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https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/


 

 

these have produced shoots, they will be planted 
and monitored by the children and will be 
ready after 10-12 weeks, promising a bumper 
harvest in June/July.  Each class will be allocated 
four tubers, a large pot, soil and potato 
fertiliser.  It will fall upon them to monitor and 
water/top up soil as and 
when necessary promoting 
an awareness of 
stewardship.  The highest 
yield will win the title of 
Potato Growers of the Year 
2021.  Some of you may 
recall that Reception took 
the prize last year but, as 
they say, 'past 
performance may not be 
indicative of future 
results'... 
Good luck to all in KS1! 
Mrs Deasy 
 
 
Medical Matters 
As we move towards reopening the school on 
Monday 8th please inform the School Office if your 
child has developed a medical condition in their 
absence that you believe we need to be made 
aware.  Indeed, as we move into 'Hay fever' 
season and your child is known to react, please 
supply the office with all necessary preventative 
medication and authorisation that we may 
administer on your behalf. The relevant form is 
attached for your completion. 
 
Bromley Libraries 
 
Better At Home: National Libraries Programme of 

Digital Events: https://www.facebook.com/
BromleyLibraries  

This launched in January on the Facebook Pages of 
GLL libraries nationally and includes two children’s 
author/illustrator events and one adult author 
event per week plus a quiz for the whole family 
run by Bobby Seagull each Saturday afternoon at 
4pm. The children’s author sessions are every 
Saturday at 11.am and every Wednesday at 
4pm. Tomorrow we have the wonderful author 
and athlete Ellie Simmonds at 11.am and Bobby 
Seagull’s quiz in the afternoon at 4pm.  
 

Family First 
Family First magazine is a free magazine aimed at 
parents with information to help keep children 
active, play more sport and eat healthily. 
  
You can use this link in your parent e-
newsletter: https://issuu.com/sevenstarmedia/
docs/ff_issue_7_digital211220  
 
International Day 
 
It’s lovely to see the children celebrating 
International Day at home. Thank you to Mrs 
Martin for organising this.  
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