
 

 

 Friday 19th October 2018            Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 6 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
We started the week by saying good bye to Year 6 
as they left to go on their school journey to PGL in 
Liddington. I hear they are having a fabulous time 
trying things that they did not think they could do 
and achieving things that make them feel proud.  I 
am glad that the weather has been good for them 
and I am looking forward to hearing all their news. 
Thank you to Mrs Connolly, Mrs Grist and Mrs 
O’Neill for giving up their time this week to let 
Year 6 have this amazing experience.  
 
On Monday we welcomed Miss Stockton to St 
James’. She is a student teacher from St Mary’s 
University in Twickenham and she will be working 
with Year 2 this term. We are always happy to 
support student teachers as they begin their 
journey into teaching.  
 
In KS2 Assembly on Tuesday we discussed the 
advantages of a cohesive group and we read 
Aesop’s fable, ‘The Bundle of Sticks’. We talked 
about the concept of group strength and thought 
about activities that are fun when they are done 
together. We also talked about all the different 
people that help our school be such a strong 
community.  
 
Year 4 had their Roman Feast this week where 
they entertained one another with the acts that 
they had prepared. They looked splendid in their 
Roman outfits and shared delicious Roman food. 
Thank you to Mr Parr and Mrs Stewart for 
organising this.  
 
KS1 had a visit from an author called Grant Koper 
this week and they enjoyed listening to one of his 
stories.  
 
 

Headteacher’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The highlight this week has been our Harvest Mass 
that we celebrated at Church. Thank you to Father 
David for such a beautiful Mass. Father David 
reminded us all that we should be grateful for 
where our food comes from. We all were able to 
reflect on how fortunate we are to have so many 
wonderful gifts from God and we thought about 
those who do not have as much as we have. Thank 
you to all the families who donated tins of 
vegetables to The Bromley Food Bank. I would like 
to thank Roger Wright and The Justice and Peace 
Group at St James The Great Church who 
transported all the goods. 
Many Thanks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the PTA 
own clothes day this week to raise funds for the 
Christmas Fair raffle prizes.  



 

 

On Friday Mrs Richards and I met with Place2 Be 
to discuss how we address Mental Health at St 
James’. A wealth of evidence points to a significant 
need for early mental health support in schools. 
Research tells us that one in ten children aged 
between 5 and 16 years (three in every classroom) 
has a mental health problem and over half of all 
mental ill health starts before the age of 14 years.  
We ended this week with a great assembly led by 
Year 5 where they told us all about their 
experiences at Wild Child. I know that we all wish 
we had gone with them. What an experience! A 
huge thanks once again to Mrs Wilson, Mrs Deasy, 
Mrs Stewart and Mrs Brown for all their hard 
work.  
 
We said thank you and goodbye to Mrs Morris this 
week. She has been teaching in Year 3 while Miss 
Atkinson is on Maternity leave. Mrs Morris has 
been an important member of our school and has 
been associated with St James’ for many years. 
She will be greatly missed by the children and 
staff. I am sure she will be back at St James’ in the 
future!  
 
We are sorry to hear that Mrs Partridge, our KS1 
Music teacher, is retiring at Christmas. Mrs 
Partridge is very sad to be leaving but is obviously 
looking forward to spending more time with her 
grandchildren. She is also someone that is a huge 
part of our community and works so hard for the 
children. We hope that she comes back to visit us. 
We have appointed Mrs Fage, an experienced 
music teacher, to teach KS1 music and she will 
start in January.  
 
Well done to Patrick in Year 3 for winning the 
Metropolitan Police Christmas Tree Poster 
competition to promote the Commissioner’s 
Christmas Tree Project. He will be representing 
Bromley at New Scotland Yard to watch The 
Commissioner switch on the lights to the main 
Christmas Tree and he will attend the 
Metropolitan Police Christmas Carol service at 
Westminster Abbey.   
 
Finally, we would like to say a very BIG thank you 
to Mr Evans for his sterling efforts in the school 
garden on Friday morning.  All beds have now 
been filled and the remaining soil will be used to 
top up the raised beds in the KS1 playground. 
 

Safeguarding 

I hope everyone has a great half term holiday.  
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
AT THE MOMENT WE HAVE 125 FOLLOWERS ON 
TWITTER. PLEASE FOLLOW US AT @stjamesrc  
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The following is advice from Brake, the road 
safety charity:  
 
Children under eight should always be 
accompanied by and hold hands with an adult 
around roads, particularly when crossing. 
When your child reaches the age of eight, you 
should consider whether to allow them to walk 
independently. It can be a tough decision as you 
will need to consider their development and 
weigh up the benefits of them being active and 
healthy with traffic danger in your area. 
 
When you decide to let your child walk 
independently, remind them about the 
importance of crossing safely using the Green 
Cross Code, paying attention to the road, and help 
them to plan the safest possible route (along 
quiet, slow roads with pavements or traffic-free 
paths) to school, the park or their friends' houses. 
 
 
 



 

 

Reception Class 2019/20 - Siblings  
Please email the school office by Monday 29th 
October if you have a child due to start school in 
September 2019 (those born between 1st 
September 2014 and 31st August 2015). We will 
need the child's full name and date of birth 
please.   
There will be an open morning on Wednesday 
21st November at 9.15am and Supplementary 
Information Forms (SIFs) will be handed 
out.  Sibling families do not have to attend the 
open morning and SIFs will be available from the 
school office or the website from the 21st 
November. 
  
School Uniform 
Children must return to school after half term in 
winter uniform.  
Boys:  White shirt, school tie, school jumper, grey 
long trousers and black shoes.   
Girls:  White blouse, school tie, school cardigan, 
grey skirt (KS1 girls may wear a grey pinafore 
dress), BLACK tights and black shoes, NOT boots. 
 
School Lunches 
Please note the amount to pay for school dinners 
for the next half term (29th October – 
21st December 2018) 
  
·        KS1 Classes:                Free School Dinners 
·        Year 3, 4, 5 & 6:         £97.50 
  
Payment can be made by cash, cheque (payable 
to St James’   School) or bank transfer - Sort Code: 
30-84-51 Account Number: 41806860 
Please quote your surname and SLM (School 
Lunch Money). 
 
Absences 
Please make sure you call or email the office by 
8.30am if your child is going to be off school.  
Some parents have been telling the staff on the 
door but please also let the office know.  Thank 
you. 
 
British Legion Poppy Appeal 
There will be an opportunity to buy poppies in 
school for two weeks from 29th October.  If you 
would like your child to have a poppy please send 
them in with a suggested donation of 50p—Year 6 

Other messages….. children will be visiting the classes daily to sell the 
poppies. 
There will also be some additional merchandise 
(pencils, rubbers, etc.) on sale from the school 
office after school each day. 
 
 
Prayer Day 
On Thursday 1st November, the children at St 
James' will take part in a Prayer Day celebrating 
Christian Unity. We will be visiting other Christian 
parishes in the Petts Wood area and learning 
about their faith. 
Your child's teacher will be contacting you shortly 
to explain in more detail. However, we will be 
asking for volunteers to help walk the children to 
these churches in the afternoon. Please keep the 
date free! 
Many thanks 
Mrs Wilson 
 
Shoe Box Appeal 
Please remember that shoeboxes for the Link to 
Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal should be 
delivered to the school no later than Friday 2nd 
November. An information letter is attached to 
the School Newsletter. Please remember a £2 
donation is required to help with transport costs.  
Many Thanks 
Michelle  
 
Lost coat 
A child in Year 5 has lost his 
black and grey north face coat.   
His name is in the pocket.   
Please check at home over the 
half term for it. 
 
Year 2 
Forest School will start for Y2 on Friday 2nd 
November for six weeks concluding on 14th 
December.  If you have a valid DBS and would like 
to help, please contact the school office and Mrs 
Deasy will set up a rota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Dates 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 0 

Year 1 1 

Year 2 0 

Year 3 0 

Year 4 2 

Year 5  0 

Year 6 0 

Attendance  
 
November 
Thursday 1st Whole School Mass at 9:30 at church 
Friday 2nd     Shoeboxes into school for the Link to 
Hope Charity 
Friday 2nd     Year 2 to the library  
Friday 2nd     A representative from The Dementia 
Café to talk to Year 5 
Friday 2nd November at 2:45 The Year 6 PGL 
Assembly for parents 
Monday 5th Blue Cross Assembly 
Tuesday 6th A day of poetry to mark the centenary 
of the First World War (2014 to 2018)  
Tuesday 16th Year 5 to visit The Dementia Café 
Wednesday 7th Year 3 to The National Gallery 
Wednesday 7th Year 6 Class Mass at 9:00 in 
school. All are welcome. 
Friday 9th Goal Sharing Day 
Saturday 10th Cross Country Year 5 and Year 6 
Thursday 15th Image Theatre vising School ‘Robin 
Hood’ 
Thursday 15th Curriculum Evening at 7pm 
Friday 16th Children in Need ‘Wear Spots Day’ 
Friday 16th Year 1 visiting the library 
Wednesday 21st Open Morning at 9:15 for 
prospective Reception Class 2019 
Wednesday 21st Year 3 taking part in The Tate 
Modern Project at school 
Thursday 22nd Year 3 Scootsure 
Friday 23rd Reception class visiting the library 
Friday 23rd PTA Christmas Cracker Assembly 
Saturday 24th PTA Christmas Fair 12-3pm 
Sunday 25th Choir performing at Petts Wood 
Memorial Hall  
Tuesday 27th Nasal Spray Flu Vaccination for 
Reception to Year 5 
Wednesday 28th 9-9:45 Open classrooms for 
parents to visit lessons 
Wednesday 28th The Cardinal Hume Centre 
representative to talk to Year 5 and Year 6  
Thursday 29th Athlete to visit school 
Friday 30th Helen O’Grady Performance to parents 
at 12:30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to  everyone  who  made a special effort to 

be in school on time last week.  We only had 3 

children late. Thank you . 

 

The school gardeners met up this week to discuss 
gardening plans for the forthcoming season.  It 
was a fantastic discussion and lots of ideas were 
brought to the table.  The children are keen to 
have a bird house, a bird bath/feeder and bee 
friendly flowers. Suggested new vegetables were 
onions, broad beans, cucumbers and carrots.  We 
have already made a ‘head-start’ with our seed 
sowing for our ‘over wintering’ veg. 
 
The funds raised from our pumpkin competition 
and sale of our surplus vegetables will be used to 
purchase a new plum tree to replace our existing 
one that has died and seed/plug plants for the 
year ahead.  Other items to be sourced are new 
watering cans, garden cones and a new pop-up 
greenhouse. 
 

The School Garden 



 

 

PTA NEWS 

The Wednesday Word Oakies Club 

Kids With Bricks 

 
 
We would like to announce the Oakies' 
Ambassadors:- 
 
Year 1 - Amelia Drummond 
Year 2 - Ed Malyon 
Year 3 - Grace Conroy 
Year 4 - Mia Meheux 
Year 5 - Aidan Coles 
Year 6 - Sophie Barlow  
 
The Ambassadors will have regular meetings with 
Mrs Wallis and Mrs Weeks to discuss their ideas 
for the club.  Congratulations to them all.  Look 
out for updates in the near future. 
 
Have a lovely half term. 
Oakie Doke 
Janet and team 
 
 
 
 
Your children’s Christmas cards are available to 
purchase online now.  You will need to input the 
reference number that was on the sticker you 
attached to their artwork.  Any problems please 
get in touch and we will try to help.  https://
www.apfsorders.co.uk.  
 
The new year reps joined us for the first meeting 
about our Christmas Fair earlier this week. Do 
please look out for our first letter about this event 
in today’s book bags.  After half term you will be 
receiving regular updates and requests so thanks 
in advance for supporting what is one of our 
biggest fundraisers of the year. 
 
Saturday 24 November, 12-3pm             St James’ 
Christmas Fair 
 
Saturday 8 December                            Christmas 
Tree Sale 
 
Tuesday 11 December, 5.30pm              Cinderella, 
Churchill Theatre     
 
Contact us: pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com or via 
our Facebook page. 

 
 
 
This week’s word is GREATNESS.  After reading 
this week’s Gospel in assembly the children talked 
about ways that they can show greatness. We 
talked about being kind, self-giving, thoughtful 
and helpful. They thought about people who they 
saw as great and what greatness means to them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your votes and support. We’ve had 

a fantastic start to our club this week, again St. 

James’ has been selected for the leader board.  

Our winner is Freya (Year 2) who designed a 

fantastic Statue of Liberty.  So if you would like to 

support Freya please google “kidswithbricks”, 

select leader board at the top of the screen, scroll 

down and then you can vote for free.  Thank you 

and well done to all our new builders.  Mrs Nash 


