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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
On Thursday we celebrated Harvest by joining the 

live streamed mass. Father David reminded us that 

we should stop and thank those who nourish us 

and give us security in this time of insecurity. We 

need to thank God as we need to remember that 

everything comes as a gift and not as an 

entitlement. We need to remember that we are 

fortunate for so many things and that we should 

not take anything for granted. Thank you to Father 

David for saying mass for us and for Mrs Wilson 

and Miss Atkinson for helping to organise this.  

Thank you to everyone who donated drinks for the 

Bromley Food Bank. This organisation provides 

nutritionally balanced emergency food and 

support to local people in crisis. They are part of a 

nationwide network of foodbanks, supported by 

The Trussell Trust, working to combat poverty and 

hunger across the UK. Parishioners will be taking 

the donations to the Bromley Food Bank on 

Monday morning.   

 

Headteacher’s Message 
I had a virtual meting with the other Umbrella 

Trust Head teachers this week where we discussed 

amongst other things our contingency plans for 

distance learning in case this is needed in the 

coming weeks. Many schools are already seeing 

year group bubbles close and I want to assure you 

that we have everything in place ready to use See 

Saw and zoom if required for whole class teaching. 

For those of you who have already had children 

that have self-isolated you will know that seesaw 

has continued to provide home learning since the 

start of September.  

 

Year 1 had a wonderful virtual library visit on 

Wednesday. They discussed characters from 

stories. Jenny, the librarian, read the story 'Look 

up' by Nathan Bryon and the sequel 'Clean up'. 

Year 1 are now looking forward to their next 

virtual library visit.  

 

Each week the class teachers let everyone know in 
our whole school zoom Friday Celebration 
Assembly who their ‘Pupil of the Week’ is. This half 
term our focus is on keeping each other safe by 
washing our hands and keeping our social 
distance.   
 
Our pupils of the week are:  
Reception: Sophia 
Year 1: Dylan 
Year 2: Daniel 
Year 3: Phi-Anh 
Year 4: Layla 
Year 5: Mary-Kate 
Year 6: George 
 
We know that sadly parents are not able to visit 
school at the moment so this week we would like 
to show you some photographs of the Year 1 
Classroom.  



 

 

Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is GRATITUDE. 
 
 “The heart that knows how to say ‘thank you’ is a 
good heart, it is a heart that is content.” Pope 
Francis. 
 
We explained to the children that we should 
remember to say thank you to God.  It is good for 
us to be grateful to God for the blessings of his 
love, for our lives, our talents, our families, our 
school and for the love of those around us. We 
talked about how we can say thank you with kind 
words, a thank you note, a prayer, a gift, or by 
offering to help. Being grateful to God puts us in 
the right frame of mind. It is good for our well-
being and helps us to be happy in life.  
 
Dates 
Please understand that the following dates may 
change or might not be able to go ahead. Thank 
you for your understanding.  
 
October 
Monday 19th Bring pumpkins in from home for 
weighing 
Tuesday 20th Pumpkin Competition 
Thursday 22nd/Friday 23rd The Flying Seagull 
Project Performers in school for Rec, Yrs 1-5 
Friday 23rd Black History Day  
Monday 26th -Friday 30th Half Term 
 
November 
Wednesday 4th Year 5 Parliament Activity Day 
Thursday 5th Flu Nasal spray for all children 
Wednesday 11th 11am Silence for Remembrance 
Day 
Friday 13th Goal Sharing INSET. Children are not in 
school. 
Monday 16th Anti Bullying Week and Road Safety 
Week  
Wednesday 18th PTA Own Clothes Day  
Thursday 26th Individual Photographs  
Saturday 28th PTA Christmas Virtual Event 
 
December  
Thursday 3rd Whole School Mass (Advent) Year 4 
live streamed 
Saturday 5th PTA Selling Christmas Trees  
Thursday 10th KS2 Reading Passports returned 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to keep those in Year 4 who are 
receiving their First Holy Communion in our 
prayers.  
 
We were all hugely saddened this week to hear 

about an ex pupil of St James’ who died at the 

weekend.  Many of us knew Oliver Stubbs and his 

family very well and we all have very fond 

memories of him. Please keep his family in your 

prayers.  

 

God Bless. 
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Friday 11th Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 
Children  
Tuesday 15th   KS2 Reading Passport Assembly   
Wednesday 16th pm KS1 Parties in classrooms 
Thursday 17th pm KS2 Parties in classrooms 
Friday 18th End of term 
 
Attendance 
5th Oct-9th Oct 2020 
 

 
 
Safeguarding 
 
The following is advice from Brake, the road safety 
charity:  
 
Children under eight should always be 
accompanied by and hold hands with an adult 
around roads, particularly when crossing. 
When your child reaches the age of eight, you 
should consider whether to allow them to walk 
independently. It can be a tough decision as you 
will need to consider their development and weigh 
up the benefits of them being active and healthy 
with traffic danger in your area. When you decide 
to let your child walk independently, remind them 
about the importance of crossing safely using the 
Green Cross Code, paying attention to the road, 
and help them to plan the safest possible route 
(along quiet, slow roads with pavements or traffic-
free paths) to school or to the park. 
 

Our Faith Day 
St James’ Pupils participated in "Our Faith Day” on 
Thursday 15th October. The day started with us 
joining the “live streaming” of the Harvest Mass 
celebrated with Father David at St James’ Church. 
The children contributed to the Mass by choosing 
the hymns, writing the bidding prayers and sharing 
their reflections on what Harvest means to them. 
During this day the children were able to catch up 
on their RE curriculum that had been missed due 
to Lockdown. The children reflected upon various 
topics such as the Miracles of Jesus and the 
Church and the Sacraments. KS2 also studied 
places of worship and the holy books of other 
faiths. To continue our links with the parish, pupils 
also wrote a prayer or letter to the parishioners of 
St James’ Church. These will be passed onto the 
parish office and will be sent out to members of 
the Memory Café and other members of the 
Church. This was a very reflective day and was 
enjoyed by all. 
Mrs Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Battle Week: 

This week Year 6 have requested a battle with Year 

4! 

So this means Yr 5 vs Yr 3 vs Yr2 

 

 

 

 

For Year 1 and Reception I will be looking for the 

three top players in each class. 

Good luck everyone!  Mrs Richards 

 
 
 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 100 0 

Y1 98.63 0 

Y2 100 1 

Y3 100 2 

Y4 99.69 0 

Y5 99.38 1 

Y6 99.69 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

School Garden 

On Wednesday this week, when the rain finally 

held off, I managed to grab an opportunity to 

meet with the Garden Council Head Gardeners  

during a socially distanced gathering in the school 

gazebo. The minutes of our meeting are attached 

to this newsletter for your perusal.  You will see 

that our children have lots of wonderful ideas on 

how we can develop and improve upon our school 

garden and this gives us all great encouragement 

as we plan for the year ahead.  Watch this space! 

Also, just a quick reminder  to children in Year 1 

and  2, that they should bring in their home-

grown pumpkins on Monday morning for the big 

weigh-in competition on Tuesday.  Pumpkins, 

with name, should be deposited in the 

wheelbarrow at the front gate, together with an 

entrance fee of £1. 

Reception and KS2 have been encouraged to join 

in with the ‘Guess the Weight’ of the school 

pumpkin competition – again, taking place on 

Tuesday 20th October, entrance £1.  Lists of 

available weights are in the classrooms.  All funds 

raised will go towards the general running costs 

of the school garden and other growing projects 

within the school. 

Oakies Breakfast and Afterschool Club 
 
We wanted to keep you informed about some 
of the upcoming events at Oakies. There will be 
lots of  exciting things and a few surprises 
throughout the term.  
 
19th October - Firework pictures 
2nd November - Poppies 
9th November - Book marks 
16th November - Hot chocolate week 
23rd November -  Prepare Christmas Advent 
Calendar 
30th November - Snow globes 
7th December - Lollypop Christmas Trees 
14th December - Christmas crafts (surprises for 
parents) 
 
 

PTA News 
“SATURDAY NIGHT IN” Raffle 

We had an amazing response to the ‘Saturday 
Night In Raffle’ selling over 110 tickets ! A big 
thank you to everyone who bought a ticket and 
Good Luck ! The draw will be held today by Mrs 
Weeks and the PTA will be in contact with the 
winner to arrange the collection / delivery of the 
Goodie Hamper and £50 winnings. 
  
100 CLUB 

The September Winner is number 105 - 
Congratulations Natasha Mirrington!  
 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Cards 
All orders have now been placed for the Children’s 
Christmas Cards. There has been a great uptake 
this year. When the cards are ready they will be 
sent home with your children. Thank you Miss 
McCarthy and Michelle Fewkes for coordinating. 
  
PRE LOVED SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE. 
Do you have PRE loved uniform that you would like 
to donate ? Please give this to your class rep, PTA 
Committee members or hand in to the office. We 
are planning a sale in November and details will 
follow. Please only donate clean uniform that is in 
a good condition. 
  
EASY 2 Name labels 
We now have a partnership with the Easy2name 
labelling company. This allows us to raise funds 
through their fundraising scheme and keep your 
child’s school uniform where it should be.   
Easy2name have labels and tags for everything, 
such as clothing, sports equipment, toys, 



 

 

accessories, household items and stationery, 
helping prevent items ending up in Lost and 
Found. When you put an order through 
at www.easy2name.com, please state our school 
when it gives you an option, and we’ll earn 20% 
cashback on your entire order which we can use 
to directly improve our school. 
Just select our unique code at the checkout ST 
JAMES R C PRIMARY BR5 

  
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP 

Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events 
and activities by joining the 'PTA St James' 
Primary, Petts Wood' Facebook group. 
  
If you would like to know more about the PTA or 
have any questions then feel free to email us on: 
  
pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 

  
Dates for the Diary: 
Friday 16th October Saturday Night in Draw 

Saturday 28th November Virtual Christmas PTA 
Event 
Saturday 5th December Christmas Tree Sale 

 
 
Other notices 
Online Book Festival 
Please find below a link to the Online 
Wokingham Children’s Book Festival which 
happens this weekend 17th and 18th Oct, please 
spread the word in whatever way you can, it is 
free and there are some really good authors 
appearing for all ages. 
https://wokingham-tc.gov.uk/bookfest/ 
 
Children’s Liturgy 
Parents, would you like to have Children’s Liturgy 
at St James’ parish delivered to you via Zoom? 
The session would last about half an hour and 
will possibly start at 9.15 on Sunday mornings 
(same time as before). The sessions would be 
geared to the older age group (Year 1 – Year 3) 
but all are welcome. Please email the Parish 
Office at parish.office@stjamespettswood.org 
expressing your interest and with your details 
(child’s name and age, and parent’s email).   

http://www.easy2name.com/
mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com
https://wokingham-tc.gov.uk/bookfest/

