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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you had a lovely Bank Holiday Weekend. 
 
We had another reason to celebrate this week as 
the Year 5 and Year 6 Boys’ Football team won 
their league! This is of course very impressive and 
well deserved. We again thank Mr Copeland and 
Mrs Connolly for all their hard work in getting the 
boys to this point.  
 
On Saturday morning a few parents, grandparents 
and staff went on a guided walk around Jubilee 
Park with John Bruce, a Friend of Jubilee Park. We 
had beautiful weather and discovered parts of the 
park that we did not know about. It is £5 to 
become a member of Jubilee Park and if you are 
interested please see the website 
www.jubileecountrypark.btck.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Monday I met with the other Head teachers of 
the Bromley Catholic School’s Trust where we 
were able to discuss the next academic year and 
the training that staff would have.  
 
On Wednesday we were visited by three 
inspectors as they carried out A Denominational 
School Inspection. As you know they were looking 
at leadership, religious education, worship, moral 
and spiritual development and links with the local 

Headteacher’s Message 
Catholic community. Your views were very 
important and I thank you for sending back your 
questionnaires. You will receive a report giving you 
the outcome of the inspection in a few weeks. I 
would like to thank all the staff for their hard work. 
Most importantly I would like to thank all of the 
children. They should be congratulated on how 
they confidently articulated their thoughts and 
ideas to the inspectors. Thank you also to the Year 
6 RE Ambassadors for leading the Wednesday 
Word Collective Worship on The Ascension. The 
inspectors were able to watch the choir rehearsal 
and once again I would like to thank Mr and Mrs 
Wells and Mrs Bromfield for their dedication. The 
choir is truly inspirational.  
 
Also on Wednesday, Mrs Grist kindly escorted some 
Year 1 children to Southmore Court Residential 
Home to give some letters that had been written by 
Year 1 to the residents. Thank you to Year 1 and 
Miss Gray. I know that the residents loved reading 
the letters and will hopefully reply soon.   
 
On Ascension Day we celebrated with a beautiful 
and uplifting Mass at church. Thank you to Year 5 
for preparing this wonderful Mass for us. Many 
parents have commented on how spiritual the 
Mass was. When we returned to school it was great 
to see the St James the Great Pre School enjoying 
their Sports’ day on our school field.  Hopefully they 
had a good time.  
 
Please see the attached information for parents of 
children with a social communication difficulty or 
Autistic Spectrum Disorder, diagnosed or 
undiagnosed. It gives details about events where 
you can meet other parents and chat in a relaxed 
environment or find out information about what 
support is available. 
 
Please remember Year 6 in your prayers next week 
as they sit their SATs. They have worked hard all of 
this year and I know that they will do so well. 
Everyone is so proud of how they have prepared 



 

 

 

This Week’s Word is CARE.  In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, Jesus’ prayer is a reminder of the 
tremendous care that God has for each person-the 
care that we often experience through the actions 
of the people around us.  

The Wednesday Word 

themselves and now it is their time to shine. Can 
I remind Year 6 parents to let the school know as 
early as possible if their child is ill on the day so 
that we can make the necessary arrangements 
and please ensure that the children have plenty 
of sleep and healthy breakfasts each day. They 
will also need their water bottles. Good Luck 
Year 6!!!! 
 
On Friday we are having our Royal Wedding 
Family Picnic. Please remember that there will 
be no school dinners that day and all children 
will need to bring a packed lunch. Parents, 
grandparents and younger siblings are welcome 
to join us with their picnics, rugs and garden 
chairs at 12:05. If it is wet weather we will have 
the picnic in the classrooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank Mrs Anderson for 
applying for grants on our behalf. She has been 
successful in her application to the Local 
Schools' Nature Grant and has obtained four  
Easi-Scope microscopes worth £80 each and an 
Insect Study Centre costing £170. Staff will also 
receive training on “How to bring gardening into 
the school curriculum”. I  know that this took a 
great deal of time and effort on Mrs Anderson's 
part and the staff and children really do 
appreciate it.  If there are any other parents that 
would like to help Mrs Anderson please do let us 
know.  
 
Unfortunately, I am unable to attend the PTA 
Quiz Night on Saturday but I hope those of you 
that are going have lots of fun.  Thank you to the 
PTA for all the work that they do and to 
everyone that supports their events.   
 
Mrs Weeks 

It was a particularly busy Bank Holiday weekend 

for Mrs Weeks and Mrs Wilson after we heard on 

Friday that the school would have a 

Denominational Inspection on Wednesday. The 

governors extend their thanks to them for their 

continual hard work and exceptional first year of 

leadership.  

 

We would also like to thank parents, who’s 

response to the questionnaire was fantastic.  Over 

85 replies were returned, which for a small school 

such as ours is remarkable! 

 

We look forward to receiving the full report in due 

course. 

Governors 

Year 5 and 6 Football Squad 
Last Friday saw the final league game of the 
season for our football squad. It was a crunch 
match away against St Vincent's. We needed a win 
or a draw to secure top place in the league and to 
have achieved a league and cup double. It was a 
nail-biting match, and eventually our boys came 
out 3-1 winners to give them the league title. An 
amazing season boys! Well done to you all! 
 
Mrs Connolly 

Sports News 



 

 

Year 3 

We need some more volunteers for Forest School 

from 1.30pm on 18th and 25th May.  Please let 

the office know if you are available to help. 

Library 

Reception class will be visiting the library on 
Friday 18th May.  They will be leaving at 11am 
and returning by 12noon.  If you have a valid DBS 
and are able to help please let the office or Mrs 
Richards know. 
 
Spare clothes 
 
Please can all children have a spare pair of socks 
in their PE bags for the daily mile as they are 
frequently ending up wet in the long grass.   
 
Please also ensure that KS1 children have a spare 
pair of underwear if they are likely to have an 
accident at school.  Thank you 
 
Sunglasses 

A friend of Mrs Pearce is collecting sunglasses for 

albino adults and children in Tanzania as these 

people are vulnerable. If you have any spare 

sunglasses, please can you bring them into the 

school office by Friday 25th May. Many thanks, 

Miss Gray 

 

 

 

Phonics 

Before Year 1’s class assembly on Friday 25th May 

there will be a phonic’s meeting in the ICT suite at 

2:30pm to discuss the procedure for the phonics 

screening and ways that you can help your child.  

Many thanks, Miss Gray 

 

Other messages….. 

If you have older children you may be interested 

Messages….. to hear that the new Young People’s Laureate for 

London has been announced and Momtaza Mehri 

will be visiting Bromley Central Library on 

Thursday 31 May  5 – 7pm to meet young people, 

perform some poetry and talk about the issues 

that matter to them.  These discussions will form 

the basis of a poem commissioned by the Laureate 

which will subsequently be filmed. The event is 

aimed at young people 13 – 25 and tickets are 

available at:  meetmomtazamehri.eventbrite.co.uk  

This event will mark the beginning of the Young 

People’s Laureate Tour 2018.  

Another event on Friday 26 October will consist of 

a programme of daytime workshops at Central 

Library and a live evening event in the Churchill 

Theatre with performances from the Laureate and 

other poets and an open mic for young people to 

perform their own work.  

For more info about the new Laureate visit:  

https://www.spreadtheword.org.uk/the-new-

young-peoples-laureate-for-london-momtaza-

mehri/ and http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/

b09y6zgb 

 
 
Dad and Me monthly playgroup @St James church 
community centre is on Saturday 19th May from 
10-11.30am. For children 0-7 years and their dads, 
£2 per family, join us for play, chat and bacon 
butties! 
Contact dad.me@stjamespettswood.org for 
details. 
 

Lost 

Do these belong to anyone?  Found in the lobby, 

now being looked after in the office? 

mailto:dad.me@stjamespettswood.org


 

 

The internet is always changing, and being able to 
keep up to date with your children's use of 
technology can be a challenge, especially if you 
feel that your children may have better technical 
skills than you do. However, children and young 
people still need support and guidance when it 
comes to managing their lives online and using the 
internet positively and safely. A simple and 
effective way to get involved with your children 
and their lives online is through discussion. Ask 
your children to tell you about the sites they like 
to visit and what they enjoy doing online. Ask 
them about how they stay safe online. What tips 
do they have for you, and where did they learn 
them? What is OK and not OK to share? Ask them 
if they know where to go for help, where to find 
the safety advice, privacy settings and how to 
report or block on the services they use. 
Encourage them to help. Perhaps they can show 
you how to do something better online or they 
might have a friend who would benefit from their 
help and support. Think about how you use the 
internet as a family.  

Safe Guarding 

Please make sure that the children are in school 

on time as some children are often late.   

Attendance 

Class No. of lates last week 

Reception 4 

Year 1 3 

Year 2 1 

Year 3 0 

Year 4 3 

Year 5  4 

Year 6 3 

Saturday 12th May PTA Quiz Night 
Monday 14th May Year 6 SATS start 
Friday 18th May Royal Wedding Family Picnic 
Friday 18th May Year 4 Sleepover 
Wednesday 23rd May Whole School Mass 
Wednesday 23rd May KS2 PTA Disco 
Thursday 24th May Year 2 to Bromley Synagogue 
Thursday 24th May Bank of America to visit Year 6  
Thursday 24th May Choir Performance to parents at 
2:50 
Friday 25th May Year 1 meeting for parents at 2:30 
Friday 25th May Year 1 Assembly for parents at 2:50 

Dates 

The children had amazing fun studying nature and 
looking for as many different leaves, plants, stones 
and flowers that they could find in the               
playground.  Some children gathered them up 
and decided to make potions.  They concocted 
their potions with the lovely mint leaves and mixed 
them with sticks.  It was a very interesting and fun 
session with the children exploring nature in a fun 
way.   
  
Oakie dokie 
 Janet and team 

 
 

Oakies Club 

http://www.childnet.com/resources/how-to-make-a-report/
http://www.childnet.com/resources/how-to-make-a-report/


 

 

CCF Chess Finals 4/5/2018 

When it’s the hottest day of the year, the last 

place you would want to be is in a boiling hot 

hall with all the windows shut, with the sun 

reflecting off every material in sight and the light 

somehow managing to get in your eyes even if 

you were wearing a cap – as some of us did. 

Even worse, sitting down in this place is scary 

enough, but sitting down to play seven long, 

tiring games of chess is one thing you would 

really want to avoid. 

However, our chess team, complete with their 

new St James’ merchandise, did this with no 

complaints, even if they lost. With this 

perseverance, Harry, Isaac, Zacari, Francis and 

Aiden (Aiden played in the individuals 

tournament as there were not enough players to 

make up a second team) managed to secure a 

position of 5th place in the Europa Cup Final. To 

put this into context, there was only one higher 

league that we could have played in – the 

Champions’ Cup – which had seven schools 

participating in it. This means that we came 

twelfth in the overall competition and, with the 

knowledge from the CCF, we can assure you that 

our team did better than 146 other schools to 

get to this place in the rankings. 

Sadly, three of our chess players will have to 

leave this year and we are constantly on the look

-out for new players. A big thank-you especially 

to Francis for stepping in for Robert, who 

couldn’t make it to the competition, and to 

Aiden for giving it a go even though he was 

younger than most of the participants there. 

Good luck to the future chess team.  

Harry Mannix, Year 6,  Chess Captain 

 

We hope those coming to this weekend's PTA Quiz 

Night have a super evening.  Many thanks to 

Yolande, Juliet and Jenny for all their hard work in 

organising this. 

This year's Summer Ball sold out in record time and 

all tables are now booked.  Thanks to all of you for 

supporting this popular event.  We look forward to a 

fabulous, fun evening - book your babysitters now! 

We are meeting with Class Reps on Monday next 

week to discuss plans for the Summer Fair.  Please 

do make a note of the date in your diaries.  We'll 

need assistance on the day, Saturday 30 June, and on 

the Friday night after school as we set-up.  All help is 

greatly appreciated! 

DIARY DATES 

 Thurs 26 April           KS1 Party  3.15-5.00pm 

Sat 12 May               PTA Family Quiz, 6.30-9.30pm 

Friday 25 May           Awful Auntie, Churchill Theatre. 

Sat 23 June              Summer Ball, Chislehurst Golf 

Club  

Sat 30 June              SUMMER FAIR 

Wed 18 July              PTA Golf Day, Chislehurst Golf 

Club 

 

PTA NEWS 


