
 

 

 Friday 10th July 2020           Twitter: @stjamesrc       

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  
 
I am now in a position to give you further details 
about September.  
 
One of our biggest problems at St James’ is getting 
children into and out of school at the start and end 
of the day in a socially distanced way as we have 
only one pedestrian gate into and out of the 
school. At the moment it takes at least an hour on 
a morning to get about 70 children in so having 
staggered starts for the whole school would be 
problematic for us. This would also cause a 
problem for our families with siblings. We 
therefore intend to have a 15-minute opportunity 
from 8:40-8:55 for children to enter via the 
pedestrian gate and go straight into their 
classrooms. The pedestrian gate would be one way 
and we would continue to ask parents of children 
in Years 1-6 not to enter through that gate on a 
morning. As we have seen in recent weeks all 
children are happy to be left at the gate on a 
morning. There will be staff ensuring that children 
then make their own way to class. After school we 
would again have a one-way system through the 
pedestrian gate. Parents are asked to arrive at 
school between 3pm and 3:15 and wait on the 
playgrounds in a socially distanced way. Those 
picking up KS1 children would wait on the KS1 
playground and those with children in KS2 would 
wait on the KS2 playground. If parents are picking 
up siblings from KS1 and KS2 they would meet all 
their children on the KS1 playground. We would 
then ensure that parents and children leave the 
school site safely from 3:15. Again, the pedestrian 
gate would operate a one-way system. Any 
children whose parents arrived after 3:15 would 
be escorted to the gate when everyone has left. 
We would ask that only one parent brings their 
children to school or picks them up to avoid 
overcrowding. We would also kindly ask that all 

Headteacher’s Message 
parents keep to social distancing rules and do not 
loiter at the start and end of the day. As you can 
appreciate this involves us all working together 
and keeping to the above times.  
 
Mrs Richards will be contacting the parents of the 
new Reception Class separately before the end of 
term.  
 
If children are in either Breakfast Club or After 
School club they will be sent further guidance in 
September. We are not offering any additional 
clubs for the first half term and will aim to 
introduce things gradually once we have routines 
in place.  
 
Because of the limited space in the dining hall we 
can only accommodate a certain number of 
children so we are only able to provide a hot lunch 
for KS1. We are asking KS2 to continue to bring in 
a packed lunch that they will eat in their 
classrooms.  
 
We are asking KS2 children to come to school with 
their own pencil case and any stationery that they 
need.  
 
Further details will be sent to you in September 
when we will also publish our thorough risk 
assessments. I would ask any parents that are 
worried about sending their children back to 
school in September to contact me so that I can 
help to alleviate any concerns that you may have.  
 
Thank you to the parents who have already 
returned the annual parent questionnaire. I would 
appreciate it if you could return it either by email 
or post by Monday 13th July.  
 
We are looking forward to a week of sports next 
week both in school and at home. Thank you to 
Mrs Connolly for organising this.  
 
I am very much looking forward to the Virtual 



 

 

term, Bromley are keen to work with schools to 
understand the travel habits of pupils, especially 
where they are using public transport. In order to 
gauge demand for public transport in our borough 
and assess where there might be capacity to walk 
or cycle instead, the DfE have requested that the 
LA survey our school communities. They have 
asked us to send the link below to all of 
our parents. The return deadline is Monday 
20th July.  
  
Primary Schools: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/
s/PrimarySchool/ 
 
Lost Property 
From Monday, we will be putting all lost property 
items by the school gate. The parents of 
children attending school will be able to claim any 
lost belongings. If your child is attending school on 
Monday 20th or Tuesday 21st July, you will have 
the opportunity to look on these dates. Any 
named items will be handed directly to the 
children.  
 
DBS 
We are asking all parents that would like to 
continue or start to volunteer in school to apply 
for a new enhanced DBS from September. We 
appreciate all of the volunteers that we have at St 
James' and see them as vital members of our 
community. We would not be able to provide 
everything that we do without their help.  We will 
of course be welcoming volunteers back into 
school gradually over the autumn term in a 
carefully managed way. If you are interested in 
volunteering or want to continue volunteering 
please see the attached form and contact the 
school office. Thank you in advance for all that you 
do.   
 
St James’ Church Weekly Offering 
I have been asked to send a gentle reminder about 
the church weekly offerings.  I am sure this has just 
slipped many families minds.  It contributes 
towards the up-keep & running of the church 
which is still needed during Covid. 
  
Direct debits details are below or cash in an 
envelope through the presbytery door. 
 RCAS St James PW 
60-08-14  13204297 

Concert at 6:45 tonight. I am sure that it will be 
amazing.  
 
Mrs Richards, Mr Parr, Miss Atkinson, Mrs 
Wakefield, Mrs Haynes, Mrs Deasy, Mrs Wilson, 
Mrs Martin and myself are looking forward to 
hopefully ‘entertaining’ you on Saturday 18th July 
at 8pm for the Murder Mystery that we are 
practising this week. Please be kind to us as I am 
not sure we will be nominated for any BAFTAs any 
time soon.   
 
Next week on Wednesday 15th July at 2.15pm 
Archbishop John Wilson is going to celebrate a Live 
Stream Mass for schools. Children in school will be 
starting to leave school at that point but hopefully 
families at home will be able to participate.   
 
Please remember to keep Year 6 in your prayers as 
they spend their last week at St James’. We are all 
obviously sad that we cannot celebrate this week 
in the way we would normally do but at the start 
of March we really did not think we would be able 
to say goodbye at all. We will do all we can to 
make the week memorable and enjoyable for the 
children whether they are in school or at home.  
Father David will be celebrating Mass at church on 
Friday 17th July at 10am. This will be live streamed 
so that the whole community can share this 
important Mass. We will be watching from school.  
 
Have a lovely weekend  
God bless,  
Mrs Weeks 
 
Word on Wednesday 
This week the word is LISTENING.  Jesus uses 
parables to make his teaching clearer. Jesus is like 
a sower, scattering his words like seeds. His words 
have stood the test of time. They are rooted in 
love and can be trusted to guide us. In this 
Sunday’s Gospel, we hear Jesus inviting us to listen 
to him and act upon his words. Jesus reminds us 
how important it is to take time to listen to God 
and to be open to receive and act upon what we 
hear. This helps us to make wise life choices.  
 
Other News 
Following the announcement from the Secretary 
of State for Education that schools will reopen for 
all year groups from the beginning of the autumn 
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Home Learning this week 
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Sophie, Rec       Christina, Y5 


