
 

 

 Thursday 7th May 2020           Twitter: @stjamesrc       

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  
 
I hope you are well.  
 
This has been a calmer week at school and the 
work to the flood damaged areas has started 
although this will obviously take many weeks.  
 
We are now into our seventh week of lockdown, 
home learning and online communication and my 
grasp of video conferencing has certainly 
improved! We are having weekly virtual staff 
meetings and are due to have our planned 
governor meetings as well. I also took part in a 
virtual meeting with the Director of Education at 
the Education Commission. The PTA even held the 
first zoom meeting that the school has ever had in 
50 years!  
 
As you can imagine the PTA has lost money that it 
would have raised in the spring and summer terms 
from the Summer Ball, Summer Fair and ice cream 
sales etc. They are thinking of alternative fund-
raising ideas that families can be involved in and 
will contact you soon. If anyone has any additional 
ideas they are asked to contact the PTA directly. 
We are of course mindful that many families are of 
course suffering financially themselves at the 
moment and totally understand that the coming 
months will be difficult for everyone, including all 
organisations, charities and businesses.  
 
The world we live in and our world of work has 
changed beyond measure and there was very little 
which we could have done to prepare ourselves 
for this experience. Instead, we should ask for 
God’s help to develop our ‘soft skills’ which are 
more important than ever today.  We think about 
our golden promises at school of respect, courtesy 
and pride. The values of compassion, humility, 
integrity, simplicity and love will help to guide our 

Headteacher’s Message 
next steps as we wind our way through this 
unfamiliar landscape. Our Character Education 
focus this half term is determination and this is 
obviously something that we need lots of at the 
moment as we are determined to see you all soon. 
Please see the attached coping calendar from the 
Action for Happiness. I hope it helps to keep us all 
calm and remind us to remember to be kind.  
 
 "Everything can be taken from us but one thing: 
the freedom to choose our attitude in any given 
set of circumstances" (Viktor Frankl) 
 
Thank you again for your continued support with 
the Seesaw home learning.  Mrs Richards asked 
me to read a story for Reception Class so I hope 
that they enjoy their story next week. I enjoyed 
reading it to them!  
 
Please continue to contact the school via email if 
you need us and let me know of any pieces of 
good news that you would like to share.  
 
Please have a look at this link which should direct 
you to a video celebrating the work of each class 
over the past few weeks.: 
 
https://youtu.be/kBvnnKVA7fI 
 
 
I understand that there will be announcements 
over the weekend about the easing of lockdown 
restrictions and I am as interested as you to hear 
what they are. There have been many rumours 
over the last week about what this will look like for 
schools and it will be good to hear the official 
advice.  If there are changes to how St James’ is 
operating at the moment, I will of course contact 
you again next week. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
We remember that May is the month of Mary so 
children might like to create their own home altar 
to honour Our Lady. It would be lovely to see any 
photographs of these.  
 
 
I look forward to seeing you all in the not too 
distant future and I hope you are all able to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day on 
Friday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
God bless,  
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


