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Dear Parents, 

At midnight last night schools were sent information about how they can provide child care 
for vulnerable children and children of key workers. It is only guidance and it is for individual 
schools to decide if they have the capacity to be able to provide a service. This will of course 
depend on whether Head teachers can guarantee that they have staff available and some 
schools will be unable to as they are already experiencing severe staff shortages. I want to 
let you know that St James’ staff are wanting to do everything that they can to provide 
provision for the next two weeks. The local authority is working with schools to create local 
hubs going forward. If at any point over the next two weeks we have to close then 
please contact your local authority, who will seek to redirect you to another school. 

There is no requirement for parents to send their children to school and many parents 
working in critical sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who 
can be safely cared for at home should be. As a country, we all need to do what we can to 
reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus and the most recent scientific advice on how to 
further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay safely at home, they 
should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. That is why the government has asked 
parents to keep their children at home and asked schools to remain open only for those 
children who absolutely need to attend. The fewer children making the journey to school, 
and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread 
and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. 

Please, therefore, follow these key principles: 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be. 

2. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent 
social distancing category such as grandparents, or people with underlying conditions. 

3. Parents should do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a way 
which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social distancing 
principles as adults. 

Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those with education, 
health and care (EHC) plans. 

Critical workers include NHS staff and police. Full details are in the attachment. The list is 
extensive and Head teachers are being asked to prioritise families who have the most need. 
As a school we have to limit numbers due to the staffing that we have available. Parents are 
being asked to be mindful that places are limited and if one parent is a key worker whilst the 
other is not to please take this into consideration. If you think that you fall within the critical 
categories you are asked to confirm with your employer that, based on their business 
continuity arrangements, your specific role is necessary. 

Please complete the attached booking form with all the information required. This 

information will allow us to allocate children a space if we have the capacity. Please return 

this form to the school by 1pm. We will contact you hopefully by the end of the day if we 

are able to provide your child with a place.  

https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council


The plan is for childcare to be available between 9am and 3pm.  

Your child must: 

 come to school with a packed lunch; 

 bring in a named water bottle; 

 bring in a snack; 

 bring in a pencil case and a reading book; 

 bring any  medication needed. 

They do not need to wear school uniform.  

The children will have their temperature taken at the start of the session. Any children with 

any symptoms of the coronavirus will not be allowed to attend and will be advised to go 

home and self-isolate following the government guidelines. 

If you or any member of your household is showing signs of contracting the virus you should 

not bring your child to the school and you must self-isolate. 

We will be staffing the school with teachers, teaching assistants and midday supervisors 

during the period. The children will be asked to do their online activities as they would do if 

they were at home. No lessons will be delivered. 

Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Kind regards,  

Mrs Weeks 


