
20/8/20 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you are having a good summer. As promised I am now writing to you about the children’s 
return to school.  

The following information is the DfE guidance:  

It is the government’s plan that all children return to school full time from the beginning of the 
autumn term. School attendance will again be mandatory from the beginning of the new academic 
year. For parents of children of compulsory school age, this means that the legal duty on you as a 
parent to send your child to school regularly will apply. The small number of pupils who will remain 
on the shielded patient list can return to school, as can those who have family members who are 
shielding. Ultimately, local authorities and schools have a range of legal powers to enforce 
attendance if a child misses school without a valid reason. 

Of course, there will still be risks while coronavirus remains in the community, and that is why schools 
have been asked to put in place a range of protective measures. In order to effectively manage the 
risks that remain, things will be a bit different when children return to school for the new academic 
year. Each school will do their own health and safety risk assessment and as part of this, there are 
certain approaches that the government has asked schools to implement which are essential to 
reduce health risks. Parents can support this by: 

 ensuring that anyone who has coronavirus symptoms, or has someone in their household who 
does, does not attend school - this means if your child, or someone in your household, has 
symptoms you should not send them to school  

 engaging with the NHS Test and Trace process so that cases can be identified and action taken - 
this means if your child develops symptoms, you should arrange for them to get a test and you 
should inform your school of the results of that test 

Alongside this, the government is asking schools to ensure they are: 

 managing confirmed cases of coronavirus in the school, in line with current public health guidance 
- this means your child may be asked to self-isolate for 14 days by their school (based on advice 
from their local health protection teams) if they have been in close, face-to-face contact with 
someone who has tested positive for the virus 

 ensuring everyone at the school cleans their hands more often than usual, including when they 
arrive at school, when they return from breaks, and before and after eating - this can be done 
with soap and running water or hand sanitiser 

 ensuring good respiratory hygiene, by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces more often 

 minimising contact and maintaining distance, as far as possible - schools will decide how best to 
do this, as it will be different for each setting. 

It will be really important that parents help schools to implement these approaches by following the 
advice set out here and wider public health advice and guidance. If a school experiences an outbreak, 
either because they have 2 or more confirmed cases of coronavirus among pupils or staff in their 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-attendance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/


setting within 14 days, or they see an increase in pupil or staff absence rates due to suspected or 
confirmed cases of coronavirus, they will need to contact their local health protection team. This 
team will advise if additional action is required. Where an outbreak in a school is confirmed, a mobile 
testing unit may be dispatched to test others who may have been in contact with the person who has 
tested positive. Testing will first focus on the person’s class, followed by their year group, then the 
whole school, if necessary. If your local area sees a spike in infection rates that is resulting in localised 
community spread, decisions will be made on what measures to implement to help contain the 
spread. The government will be involved in decisions and will support individual schools to follow the 
health advice. 

Where possible, children are encouraged to avoid public transport, particularly at peak times, and to 
walk or cycle to school. 

If your child has been wearing a face covering before arriving at school, it will be important that they 
understand how to remove it. The government has asked schools to have a process for ensuring face 
coverings are removed when pupils and staff who use them arrive at school. Children must wash 
their hands immediately on arrival at school, dispose of any temporary face coverings they may have 
been wearing in a covered bin, or place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag they can take home 
with them, and then wash their hands again before heading to their classroom. Public Health 
England does not recommend the use of face coverings in schools. They are not required in schools as 
pupils and staff are mixing in consistent groups, and because misuse may inadvertently increase the 
risk of transmission. 

Dates 

We look forward to welcoming children in Years 1-6 back on Thursday 3rd September with Reception 

children starting on Monday 7th September.  

Procedures 

One of our biggest problems at St James’ is getting children into and out of school at the start and 
end of the day in a socially distanced way. We only have one narrow pedestrian gate into and out of 
the school so we ask for your patience and cooperation with this matter. Before the summer it took 
at least an hour on a morning to get about 70 children in so having staggered starts for the whole 
school would be problematic for us. This would also cause a problem for our families with siblings.  

We ask that: 

 Adults adhere to the social distancing measures in place.  

 Only one adult accompanies your child to school to avoid overcrowding.  

 Adults follow the one-way system at all times. 

 Adults do not loiter at the start or end of the day and that they leave quickly after drop off 

and pick up. We know that it is tempting to stop and chat but we ask that you refrain from 

this please. 

As you can appreciate this involves us all working together. 

Start of the day for Years 1-6 



We will have a 15-minute opportunity from 8:40-8:55 for children to enter via the pedestrian gate 
and go straight into their classrooms. They will not wait on the playgrounds. The pedestrian gate will 
be one way and we would ask parents of children in Years 1-6 not to enter through that gate on a 
morning. As we saw before the summer, children are happy to be left at the gate on a morning. 
There will be staff ensuring that children then make their own way to class.  

Reception Children at the start of the day. 

The pedestrian gate will be open between 8:40-8:55. Please accompany your child into the KS1 

playground and to the classroom door where you will say good bye.  Please follow the designated 

route and wait at the end of the playground, socially distant from others, for the remaining children 

in KS1 to arrive.  At 8:55 you will be signalled to leave the playground.  There will be staff in the 

playground directing you.  No other parents will be on site at this time. 

End of the day for Years 1-6 

After school there will be a one-way system through the pedestrian gate. Parents are asked to arrive 
at school between 3pm and 3:15 and wait on the playgrounds in a socially distanced way. Those 
picking up KS1 children would wait on the KS1 playground and those with children in KS2 would wait 
on the KS2 playground. If parents are picking up siblings from both KS1 and KS2 they would meet all 
their children on the KS1 playground as their KS2 children will be brought to them on the KS1 
Playground. We will then ensure that parents and children leave the school site safely from 3:15. The 
pedestrian gate will operate a one-way system. Any children whose parents arrive after 3:15 would 
be escorted to the gate when everyone has left.  

Reception Children at the end of the day. 

On the 7th-9th September we ask you to arrive between 11:50-12 
On the 10th-11th September we ask you to arrive between 1:20-1:30.  
 
From the 14th September we ask you to arrive between 3:00 and 3:15. Please make your way to the 

KS1 playground and wait, socially distant, in the allocated Reception Class space. We ask parents of 

siblings to wait at the back and new families towards the front. At 3:15 staff will hand over the 

children to their identified adult. Families of siblings will remain in the KS1 playground to wait for 

their older children.  If you arrive after 3:15 we ask you to wait outside the gate for your child to be 

brought to you while the one-way system is in place.   

The School Breakfast Club and After School Club 

The School Breakfast and After-School Club will begin again and will be delivered in line with the 

wider guidance on protective measures. We will start Breakfast Club and Afterschool club from 

Monday 7th September with Reception children able to start this extended day from Monday 14th 

September. We ask that on a morning you accompany your child to the school office door where a 

member of staff will meet you. The latest time of arrival will be 8:30am. You will be able to collect 

your child from this point at the end of the day.  

Additional Clubs 

We are not offering any additional clubs both schools, at lunchtimes or after school for at least the 
first half term and will only introduce things gradually once we have routines in place.  



 

Individual BYMT Music Lessons 

Individual music lessons are resuming with the appropriate safety measures. The music teachers will 
be in touch at the start of term.  

Lunchtimes 

We will be providing free school meals and universal infant free school meals as usual for those who 
are eligible. Because of the limited space in the dining hall we can only accommodate a certain 
number of children there so Year 2 and KS2 will eat in their classrooms. Nourish will be providing a 
deli type school lunch for everyone that would like one or children may bring in packed lunches. 
More information will follow shortly.  

Teaching and Learning  

We will continue to provide an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects however there may 
need to be changes to some subjects - such as PE and music - to ensure they can be delivered as 
safely as possible. We are asking KS2 children to come to school with their own pencil case and any 
stationery that they need. We will be returning to our usual uniform policy.  

Thank you for our patience while we follow the DfE guidance and if you have any questions please 
do not hesitate to contact the school. I would ask any parents that are worried about sending their 
children back to school to contact me so that I can help to alleviate any concerns that you may have. 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming your children to St James’ in September.  

Kind regards 

Mrs Weeks 


