
Dear Parents, 
 
I have now received further information from the DfE about the proposed phased return of 
children to schools.  
 
These are very challenging times and measures put in place to reduce the spread of 
coronavirus have been hard for us all, but hopefully these measures are keeping people safe 
and saving lives.  
 
Since 23rd March, we have remained open to a priority group of children and we will 
continue to offer places to these children. The government have announced that from the 
week commencing 1st June schools can welcome back more children.  This will only happen 
if the 5 key tests set by the government justify the changes at the time, including that the 
rate of infection is decreasing, and the enabling programmes set out in the recovery 
strategy are operating effectively. Schools have been asked to begin to plan in case these 
tests are met. The government’s further plan of bringing all primary year groups back to 
school before the summer holidays, for a month if feasible, is being kept under review. If 
and when the government thinks it is appropriate for more children to return to schools, 
they will revise their guidance.  
 
Head teachers have been told that they need to make their own judgments about how to 
plan for the safe opening of their setting based on their individual premises. Where the 
physical layout of the school does not allow small groups of children to be kept at a safe 
distance apart, head teachers are asked to exercise judgement in ensuring the highest 
standards of safety are maintained.  
 
The government advice states that primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 
metres apart from each other and staff. Therefore in schools, preventing the spread of 
coronavirus involves dealing with direct transmission (for instance, when in close contact 
with those sneezing and coughing) and indirect transmission (via touching contaminated 
surfaces). We are being asked to use a range of approaches and actions to do this including:  
 

 minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not 
attend school 

 cleaning hands more often than usual - washing hands thoroughly for 20 seconds 
with running water and soap and drying them thoroughly or using alcohol hand rub 
or sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

 ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 cleaning frequently touched surfaces and  clean surfaces that children are touching, 
such as toys, books, desks, chairs, door handles, sinks, toilets and light switches more 
regularly than normal.  

 minimising contact and mixing by altering the classroom layout and staggering break 
times 

 
We will remind children to clean their hands on arrival at school, before and after eating, 
and after sneezing or coughing. Children will be encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes 



and nose. They will be asked to use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for 
tissue waste (‘catch it, bin it, kill it’). Where possible, all spaces in school will be well 
ventilated by opening windows.  
 
It is obviously vital that schools try to reduce contact between people as much as possible, 
so we have been asked to reduce transmission risk by ensuring children and staff only mix in 
a small, consistent group and that the small group stays away from other people and other 
groups. In primary schools, we are told that classes should be split in half with one adult and 
that we should keep cohorts together where possible. Schools are asked to keep the 
children in the small groups 2 metres away from each other if they can and to space desks 
as far apart as possible. We need to ensure that children are in the same small groups at all 
times each day, and different groups are not mixed during the day, or on subsequent days. 
We must try to ensure that the same staff are assigned to each group and, as far as possible, 
these stay the same during the day and on subsequent days. We must ensure that wherever 
possible children use the same classroom or area throughout the day, with a thorough 
cleaning of the rooms at the end of the day. It is suggested that schools seat children at the 
same desk each day if they attend on consecutive days. If we cannot achieve these small 
groups at any point we are asked to look into other options. This might be because we do 
not have enough classrooms available or because we do not have enough available staff to 
supervise the groups. It is suggested that one solution might be for our children to attend 
another school or for children to attend part time. Another solution that schools have is to 
firstly focus on continuing to provide places for priority groups and to then prioritise year 
groups in this order: 
 

 Firstly,  Reception and Year 1 

 Secondly, Year 6. 
 
The government are asking that only children in these classes return to schools. This does 
not include siblings in different year groups. 
 
As you know the recent flood caused extensive damage to the school and at present we 
only have four classrooms available so we are looking at a variety of options. We will of 
course keep you updated.  
 
We have been asked to reduce mixing by: 
 

 accessing rooms directly from outside where possible 

 considering one-way circulation to keep groups apart as they move around the 
school 

 staggering breaks and lunch breaks with children eating their lunch in their 
classroom 

 
Schools have been told that they have the flexibility to support children attending school in 
the way they see fit during this time. We have been advised that the outside space should 
be used as much as possible as this can limit transmission and more easily allow for distance 
between children and staff. However, outdoor equipment should not be used. We have also 
been asked to reduce the use of shared resources by limiting the amount of resources that 



are taken home. We need to prevent the sharing of stationery and other equipment so we 
will be asking children to bring in their own stationery.  
 
As you can imagine this is a mammoth task and there is a great deal to organise. We have 
been asked to: 
 

 refresh risk assessments and other health and safety advice for children and staff in 
light of the government’s advice  

 organise classes into small  groups 

 organise spaces maintaining space between seats and desks where possible 

 reorganise timetables for both children and staff and  stagger break times and  lunch 
times 

 make changes to our start and finish times to keep children and families safe and 
therefore need to inform parents of their allocated drop off and collection times and 
the process for doing so, including protocols for minimising adult to adult contact. 
We must make it clear that parents cannot gather in the playground at entrance 
gates or doors, or enter the site  

 consider how to keep small groups of children together throughout the day and to 
avoid larger groups of children mixing 

 remove unnecessary items from classrooms and other learning environments where 
there is space to store it elsewhere 

 remove soft furnishings, soft toys and toys that are hard to clean  

 communicate with contractors and suppliers that will need to prepare to support the 
phased return for example, catering, food supplies, hygiene suppliers 

 discuss with cleaning contractors the additional cleaning requirements 
 
We also need to: 
 

 tell children, parents or any visitors not to enter the school if they are displaying any 
symptoms of coronavirus 

 tell parents that if their child needs to be accompanied to school then only one 
parent should attend 

 encourage parents and children to walk or cycle to school and avoid public transport.   
 
It is not compulsory for children to attend school and we ask you to notify the office if your 
child is unable to attend so that staff are aware. The weeks remaining in the summer term 
will not be included in any attendance data.  
 
Children who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing 
medical conditions have been advised to shield and are not expected to be attending 
school. Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable) children are those 
considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. A small minority of 
children will fall into this category and parents are asked to follow medical advice if their 
child is in this category. If a child lives in a household with someone who is extremely 
clinically vulnerable it is advised they only attend school if stringent social distancing can be 
adhered to and, in the case of children, they are able to understand and follow those 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/covid-19-guidance-on-protecting-people-most-likely-to-get-unwell-from-coronavirus-shielding-young-peoples-version


instructions. This may not be possible for young children and these children are not 
expected to attend school.  
 
Parents need to follow the standard national advice on the symptoms to look out for that 
might be due to coronavirus, and where to get further advice. If anyone in the household 
develops a fever or a new continuous cough they are advised to follow the guidance which 
states that the ill person should remain in isolation for 7 days and the rest of the 
household in isolation for 14 days. If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough 
or a high temperature in school they must be sent home and advised to follow the COVID-19 
guidance for possible coronavirus infection. If a child is awaiting collection, they will be 
moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated behind a closed door, depending 
on the age of the child and with appropriate adult supervision if required. A window will be 
opened for ventilation. PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await 
collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. When either a child or staff 
member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus and are sent home they will be 
advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 
days. All staff and children have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus and 
are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. Where the child or staff member tests 
positive, the rest of their class or group within the school should be sent home and advised 
to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class or group do not 
need to self-isolate unless the child or staff member they live with in that group 
subsequently develops symptoms. The government is developing a new national test and 
trace programme that includes children.  As part of this national test and trace programme, 
if other cases are detected within the cohort or in the wider setting, Public Health England’s 
local health protection teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and 
other settings on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of 
other children may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure such as the 
whole class or school.   
 
Schools have been asked to provide meals for all children who are in school. However, due 
to the recent flood at school we do not have access to the school kitchen and are looking at 
alternative arrangements. We will keep you informed. The provision of food vouchers for 
those eligible under the benefits criteria will continue to be available for those not 
attending. 
 
In terms of personal protective equipment (PPE) including face coverings and face masks the 
following government advice states: 
 
Wearing a face covering or face mask in school is not recommended. Face coverings may be 
beneficial for short periods indoors where there is a risk of close social contact with people 
you do not usually meet and where social distancing and other measures cannot be 
maintained, for example on public transport or in some shops. This does not apply to 
schools. Schools should therefore not require staff and children to wear face coverings. 
Changing habits, cleaning and hygiene are effective measures in controlling the spread of 
the virus. The majority of staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would 
normally need for their work, even if they are not always able to maintain a distance of 2 
metres from others. PPE is only needed in a very small number of cases including: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


 

 children whose care routinely already involves the use of PPE   

 if a child becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus while in school and needs 
direct personal care until they can return home. A face mask should be worn by the 
supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If contact with the 
child is necessary, then gloves, an apron and a face mask should be worn by the 
supervising adult. If there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for example from 
coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn 

 
We have been informed that there is no need for anything other than normal personal 
hygiene and washing of clothes following a day in a school. 
 
I hope this summary of the information that I have received over the last couple of days has 
answered any questions you may have although I expect you have lots more. One thing that 
we would be interested to know is how many of you are planning to send your children back 
to school before the summer. It would help us to plan for the proposed phased return. We 
appreciate that you may not have decided yet but it would give us an approximate idea of 
the numbers involved. Therefore, could parents of children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6 let 
the office know their feelings by Monday please. Thank you for your help.  
 
To prevent the spread of coronavirus, staff will use a range of protective measures to 
attempt to create a safe environment in which the risk of spreading the virus is reduced.  
Reducing the risks for children and staff and indeed all the families connected with our 
school is my utmost priority and the safety of the children and the staff will always come 
first in any of my decisions. I will keep you informed of any further developments and any 
decisions made about the proposed phased return.  
 
In the meantime staff are continuing to provide home learning via seesaw. I have seen lots 
of examples of great learning this week and continue to be amazed by our talented children.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
God bless 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 
 


