
Year 1  

Autumn Term Outline 

A very warm welcome to Year One! This is our curriculum letter for the whole of the Autumn term (September – December). 

As we return back to school, activities and lessons in year 1 will be targeted to bridge the gaps from Reception. Currently we are settling into the new 

classroom and being in our seats for the majority of the day. Lessons are kept practically with resources inside and outside of the classroom.  In Year One 

the children are transitioning and progressing on from the Early Years (EYFS) curriculum and onto the National Curriculum. However, there will be some 

overlap between EYFS learning and Year 1 learning in this first term, some learning will be learnt through play. Each lesson will be taught weekly and 

Art/D+T and Geography/History will rotate termly. 

English Your child will be following the “Power of Reading” scheme. This first week back at school we have focused on the story ‘Here we are’ by 
Oliver Jeffers as a whole school. Each book we study in Year 1 lasts for the whole half term. If your child has read the book before this is 
fine, however, we appreciate it if you do not buy the books straight away as we like to do lot of predicting around the story. 
Our first story is ‘Beegu’. After – the October half term we will be reading ‘Traction Man’.  
The children will be expected to write independently, thinking of their own ideas. They should be able to write cvc words (such as ‘hug’) on 
their own. They should be encouraged to say their sentences out loud before they write them down, they will need to extend their 
sentences using conjunctions such as ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’ justifying their ideas independently. The children need to now form all 
letters cursively correctly.  
In English we have non-negotiables that we expect to see in the children’s writing these are:  

- Finger spaces 
- Full stops 
- Capital letters 
- Letters formed correctly 

Phonics  This half term we will be revising Phase 3/4, consolidating their understanding of sounds from Reception. We will be focusing on 
consonant clusters and the sounds that two consonants can make when they are put together. Consonant digraphs include bl, br, ch, ck, 
cl, cr, dr, fl, fr, gl, ng, pl, pr, qu, sc, sh, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, spl, st, sw, th, tr, tw, , wr. 
 
After the half term we will aim to move onto the Year 1 curriculum of Phase 5. This will be dependent on how well we can catch up with 
sounds that we have missed. Phase 5 is when children learn alternative rules for spelling for sounds that they have already learnt. For 
example, they will know ‘ai’ as in ‘rain’ they will then learn that ‘ay’ also makes the same sound as in ‘day’. Our first set we will learn 
will be:  
ai and ay  
ow and ou 



igh and ie  
ee and ea 
oi and oy  
We will continue to learn new common exception words and tricky words, such as, her, said, have, like, so, do, some, come, little, one, 
were, out, what, when, there. 
 
If you would like more information about how to help your child with their phonics at home please ask Miss McCarthy. 

Maths In Year 1 we will focus heavily on number and solving questions within this. The first term, we will be completing a ‘recovery curriculum’ 
for maths. We will be focusing on the EYFS Early Learning goal of being secure with numbers 1-20, ordering, matching, writing and solving 
addition and subtraction problems within this.  
We will then move onto the Year 1 curriculum, using the 100 square. Children will be expected to order numbers, count in 2s, 5s and 10s, 
recognise number patterns and partition numbers into tens and ones. We will investigate odd and even numbers and the rules with adding 
these together, for example an odd number + odd number = an even number.  
This term we will learn our number bond facts to 10 and 20 (two numbers which add together to make 10/20, 3+7=10 and 13+7=20). 

RE We will continue to learn about the Catholic faith and our topics for each half term are, ‘God’s Great Plan’ and ‘Mary our Mother’. Our first 
topic focuses on how God created the world and the key teachings from this. We will also learn about the Pope and festivals in other faiths. 

Science  
For the first half we will learn all about the Seasons. 
We will focus on Autumn as well as studying all four 
seasons. We will go on Autumn walks around the 
school, identifying key features of the seasons. We 
will also investigate the link between the weather 
and the different seasons.  
After the October half term, we will move on to 
‘Materials’. We will be grouping different materials 
and discovering what objects are made of. We will 
test materials and look at strength.  

Art  
This term our art topic is ‘Portraits’. We will be 
learning how to use a variety of materials to create 
portraits of themselves in different ways. Within 
this topic we will be focusing on colour and how to 
mix colours together.  
Our focus artists our Andy Warhol and Vincent Van 
Gogh. 

History 
This term we will begin to start our history topic, 
‘Toys’. We will be looking at past and present toys, 
looking at recent change. The children will need to 
be able to explain how toys have changed over 
time. We will bring in photos from home to share in 
class. Within this topic we will also look at changes 
in cars and communication. 
 

Computing  
We will continue to use computers to expand our learning. Our topic this term is ‘Painting Pictures’ which 
links to our Art learning. The children will be learning how to create different pictures on the computer in a 
variety of styles.   

Music  
This term in music we will be practising our listening 
skills, listening to lots of different types of 
instruments and thinking about the differences 
sounds make.  

PE 
Our topic this half term for PE with Miss McCarthy is 
Outdoor Sports games. Mr Copeland will also teach 
the children for one hour a week.  
P.E Kit 

PHSE 
We will be focusing on how to share with each 
other, solve problems with friends when issues 
arise.  
We will be creating and focusing on socialising with 



PE will be on Wednesdays and Fridays. Children will 
get changed at their desks and we will try to ensure 
that there is enough space between them so that 
they do not touch other children’s clothes or get 
items mixed up. Therefore, please make sure that 
everything is labelled, including school jumpers. 
 
Please ensure your child has the required PE kit: 

 White t-shirt 

 Red shorts 

 Plimsolls   

 White socks 

 Black tracksuit 

We shall also be doing the daily mile, please ensure 
your child has trainers that they can keep in school 
to run in.  

each other on the playground.  
  

Forthcoming Dates and Events  
Thursday 17th September- Whole School Mass (Yr 6) live stream Together Again 
Friday 18th September: Jeans for Genes Day 
Thursday 15th October – Prayer Day  
Whole school mass – live streamed (Harvest) 
Black History Month – October  
Goal Sharing Day – November  
Thursday 5th November- Flu Nasal spray for all children 
Saturday 28th PTA Christmas Event 

Character Education Focus:  
Courage  
Cooperation 

Things to Bring In  
Every Monday, Wednesday a new reading book will be sent home in your child’s reading folder. Please listen to your child read daily, alongside signing your name 
in their reading journal. Inside their reading folders will be guidance for comprehension questions.  On Friday, the children can choose a book from our ‘class 
library’ that they can take home. This will be a picture book that they have selected and chosen for you to read with them at home. This is to encourage a love of 
reading. These books will be collected on Monday and not used again until Friday. 
 
Reading folders need to be brought in everyday and kept in their trays.   
 
Children will also have a purple phonics focus book which will have our focus sounds and words that we have learnt in the week. This needs to be in their bag 
daily, this will be collected every Wednesday and handed back out on Fridays with new sounds in.  



Additional Information 
End of day procedures 
At the end of the day please wait to collect your child in the KS1 playground. Please be socially distanced and thank you for your patience as I get to know all of 
you.  Occasionally, I might want to talk to you about your child, usually this will be communicated through your child and you would wait until I have dismissed all 
of the children before we can talk. However, at the moment this will be a telephone call home.  
Snacks 
The children receive fruit from school every day at breaktime, however, if you would like to provide your child with fruit as their snack, is will be kept in their tray 
inside the classroom. 
 
Numbots – Please continue using the interactive game ‘Numbots’. Please let me know if you need a reminder of your password.  
 
Homework: Children will receive weekly spellings after the first half term.  
Spellings: Your child will receive a list of spellings every Monday via Seesaw to practice for a spelling test which will be on Friday.  
I will mark and send their spelling books home on the same day for you to see how your child has got on and how you can help them further. This must be 
returned in their reading folder for Monday. If you do not bring their book back, unfortunately I will be unable to send them home. I appreciate everyone’s 
cooperation and thank you for your support. 
 
Seesaw – Seesaw will be used still for quick notices and to upload Spellings. 
 
Children’s Passport –  
‘The Activity Passport’ has been launched to encourage more family time and help build children’s character and resilience.   
Endorsed by organisations including the Scouts, Girlguiding and the National Trust – as well as the children’s charity Action for Children - the list of activities is 
intended to support parents and schools in introducing children to a wide variety of experiences. 
 
Every child is encouraged to take part in the tasks that will hopefully help them to build their personal skills and qualities during the school day and at home. The 
vision for every child is for them to have the opportunity to enjoy new and varied experiences, no matter their background - comprising of key areas: drive and 
tenacity; sticking at the task at hand; understanding how to work towards long term goals when reward might be a long way off in the future; and being able to 
pick yourself up and bounce back from life’s challenges. 
 
These activities will hopefully inspire children to problem-solve, provide opportunities to see or visit new places and develop wide interests in new subjects. The 
activities are designed to be accessible so that every child and family can get involved. Alongside this, children are asked to take part in 30 minutes of moderate to 
vigorous physical activity a day outside of school.  
 
‘The Activity Passport’ will be kept in school and the activities for the year will be shared with families.  There are 20 activities for each year group.  15 of these 
will take place at school and 5 are designed to be done at home. 
We hope that the children enjoy taking part. 



The five Year 1 activities to be completed at home are: 
 Rolling down a hill  
 Making a bug hotel  
 Looking at the stars at night, investigating and star gazing 
 Making a puppet for a shadow puppet show 
 Making and tasting chapattis  

Once your child has completed an activity please send in a note/picture so it can be signed off in their passport.   
 
Our Year 1 Team:  
Class Teacher: Miss McCarthy 
Our support:  
Mrs Nash – Monday and Tuesday  
Mrs O’Neil – Wednesday  
Mrs Haynes – Thursday  
Mrs Deasy – Friday  

 


