
 

 

 Friday 4th March 2022           Twitter: @stjamesrc      Issue 22 

St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope our Welsh families had a very happy St 
David’s Day on Tuesday. 
 
This week we have been talking to the children 
about Lent and the children have been thinking 
about their Lenten Promises.  
 
Children in Reception Class were busy eating 
pancakes when I visited them on Tuesday that Mrs 
Richards had made them and all the children 
throughout the school told me about the pancakes 
that they had at home. 

 
This week KS2 and Year 2 attended Ash 
Wednesday Mass in church. It really was quite an 
emotional moment to have the children back in 
church. The singing really was uplifting and moved 
everyone there. Thank you to Year 5 and Mrs 
Wilson for preparing this special Mass. Thank you 
also to Father David who returned to school with 
us to give ashes to Reception Class and Year 1.  
 
Year 5 pupils Noah, Evangeline, Harry and Henry 
plan and led the KS2 collective worship this week.  
The theme was light and the children reflected on 
how they can spread Jesus’ light to others.   

Headteacher’s Message 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We were delighted this week to hear about the 
secondary schools that our Year 6 children will be 
going to in September. These new schools will be 
very lucky indeed to have our wonderful children.  
 
Mrs Martin visited us and introduced the children 
to baby Arthur. Mrs Martin is doing very well and 
Arthur is a very happy and contended baby. It was 
lovely to see them both.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

£1, to be redeemed against a book of their choice. 
These tokens are valid for a few weeks so please 
remember to take your child to choose a book.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Junior Travel Ambassadors have spoken to the 
children in assembly about a competition that they 
are organising.  KS1 Classes need to design an A4 
poster showing how the Easter Bunny crosses the 
road safely. This needs to be back to school by 
Wednesday 16th March. The details for the KS2 
competition will be sent out next week.  
 
On Thursday we will be going for a walk through 
Jubilee Park so please ensure that children have 
wellington boots or walking boots on that day. It is 
very muddy at the moment in the park and 
children must have boots to be able to come on 

KS2 have been completing a questionnaire this 
week about any incidents of bullying that they 
have witnessed or have experienced in school. We 
are in the process of talking to any children 
individually who are concerned about this. I will 
share the results of this questionnaire  when I 
have collated the data.  
 
Thank you to Emily in Y5 for the bird box. She 
presented Mrs Deasy with the wonderful gift to 
the school to celebrate her birthday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday we celebrated World Book Day and 
all the children and staff came dressed as book 
characters to celebrate their love of reading. The 
children all looked fabulous in their costumes. 
Thank you to all the parents who helped the 
children to dress up. Thank you also to Mrs 
Connolly for organising this exciting day. Please 
look out for the book vouchers that children are 
bringing home with them. This voucher is worth 



 

 

the walk. You are of course very welcome to join 
us and if you are able to walk with us please can 
you let class teachers know via the office.   

Many of the staff are now eating their lunch with 
the children and the children are really enjoying 
chatting to the staff at lunchtime.  
 
Finally, I would ask you to continue to keep the 
people of  Ukraine in your prayers. In addition to 
the charity link that I sent to you during the week 
there are additional links at the end of this 
newsletter. We will let you know soon how else 
we intend to help in a practical way. In the 
meantime, we are supporting a family who have 
relatives who have just arrived from the Ukraine 
and as they fled with only a backpack each the 
children do not have many clothes. The boy is 17 
and the girl is 10. Both children are tall and of slim 
build. If you have any clothes that would be 
suitable for these children that you no longer need 
please bring them to the school office and we will 
ensure that the family get the donations.  
  
God bless 
Mrs Weeks 
Dates for your diary  
March 
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th Open Evenings 
Tuesday 8th 8:30 Lenten Reflections 
Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th Photo workshops  
Tuesday 8th International Women’s Day 
Thursday 10th 9:15 Whole School Spring Walk 
through Jubilee Park (Parents are very welcome 
to join us) 
Friday 11th CAFOD Family Fast Day 
Friday 11th Children taking part in an afternoon of 
Philosophy for Children. 
Tuesday 15th 8:30 Lenten Reflections 

Thursday 17th 9:05 Year 3 Class Mass in school 
Thursday 17th 1:15 Year 6 at church for 
Reconciliation 
Friday 18th Red Nose Day (Children may wear a 
Red Nose) 
Monday 21st World Poetry Day 
Monday 21st 1:15 Year 4 to church for 
Reconciliation 
Tuesday 22nd 8:30 Lenten Reflections 
Wednesday 23rd Year 3 visiting Chislehurst Caves 
Thursday 24th KS1 & KS2 Reading Passports 
returned 
Thursday 24th 1:15 Year 5 to church for 
Reconciliation 
Thursday 24th 5:30pm EEDI Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 29th 8:30 Lenten Reflections 
Tuesday 29th KS1 & KS2 Reading Passport 
Assembly 
Wednesday 30th 9:30 Year 2 Lenten Mass at 
Church 
Thursday 31st 9:30 Reception and Year 1 Lenten 
Mass at church 
Thursday 31st Year 5 9:15 Passion Play 
April 
Friday 1st PTA Easter Egg Hunt for KS1  
Monday 4th-Monday 18th Easter Holidays 
Tuesday 19th Children return to school 
Word on Wednesday 
This Week’s Word is LENT.  The season of Lent 
reminds us of Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and prayer 
in the wilderness, where he grew stronger through 
resisting various temptations. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, the tempter makes three suggestions in an 
effort to divert Jesus from his true mission. Jesus 
rejects the temptations, one after another. Lent is 
a time for us to make an extra effort to listen 
carefully to God’s word, to turn away from things 
which are wrong for ourselves or others, to grow 
in love, and to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ 
resurrection at Easter. You might want to ask your 
child what the word ‘Lent’ means to them.  
Safeguarding 
The online world can be an unforgiving place. We 
are now more connected than we have ever been 
which means opening ourselves and others up to 
potential online abuse, bullying or negative 
comments. Sometimes we can overlook the 
consequences of our actions. We need to promote 
the message of ‘being kind online’ with a reminder 
towards how we can develop a more empathetic 
side and be a more responsible online consumer. 



 

 

Photography workshop 
 Next week we have a free photography portrait 
workshop.  A company called Star Snappers are 
coming to school on Tuesday and Wednesday and 
are holding a session with each class. The children 
will use the equipment they provide and learn 
about how images are edited. The children will 
receive a copy of their photo to take home with 
information about how you can purchase it.  The 
workshop will involve the children learning how to 
take three portraits. It is recommended that the 
children can wear a coloured top for the session 
but is not essential. If you would like to you are 
very welcome to provide your child with a 
coloured top and put this inside their school bag. 
Tuesday will be for Reception, Year 1, Year 2, and 
Year 5. Wednesday will be for Year 3, Year 4 and 
Year 6. Star Snappers do not publish the pictures 
anywhere after the session at school and the 
children will be unidentifiable as there is no name 
or school logo. They follow full GDPR guidance  
If you wish to know more about the company, this 
is their website: 
http://starsnappers.org/ 
Many Thanks,  
Miss McCarthy  
 
Oakies News 
This week the celebrated World Book Day.  They  
enjoyed dressing up for World Book Day and have 
been making book marks. 
Oakie dokie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Award was awarded to Chetty, Y5 
this week.  
 
Library News 
On Saturday at 11.am on 
the Facebook Page:   https://m.facebook.com/
BromleyLibraries   

Jasmine Richards, children’s author, talks about 
her books and what inspires her to write. She then 
shares a couple of creative writing exercises which 
start with a specific object.   
 
 
 
 
 

Year  Respect in class Pride in work 

Year 3 Emma Natalie 

Year 4 Herkus Emily 

Year 5 Emma Natalie 

Year 6 Leon Victoria 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Beatrice Sebastian Lucas 

Year 1 Olivia Claudia Claudia 

Year 2 Perry Madelyn James 

Year Positive attitude to 

writing 

Rec Ninoshka 

Year 1 Olivia 

Year 2 Symeon 

Year 3 Edith 

Year 4 Riya 

Year 5 Hannah 

Year 6 Aidan 

https://m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries
https://m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries


 

 

Attendance 
21st-25th March 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leader board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA News 
  

LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER TO BE PTA 
TREASURER! 

We are urgently looking for a parent or carer to 
volunteer to join the PTA Committee in the role of 
Treasurer starting immediately. Rest assured that 
you do not need to be from an accountancy 
background to volunteer. The key responsibilities 
include: 
• maintain accurate and detailed financial 

records   
•  present a financial report at each meeting   
• make approved payments and pay agreed 

expenses 

• prepare and co-sign cheques as required   
• count and bank monies 

• provide and account for cash floats at 
events   

• charity registration and Gift Aid   
• prepare annual accounts and liaise with the 

independent examiner of accounts where 
necessary   

• ensure the committee has agreed 
appropriate procedures for the handling of 
financial matters  

  
 Also from next September Richard, Tim, Nina and 
myself (Fiona) will have completed our 3 years’ 
service as the PTA. 
  
A Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary are required and 
all nominations for these roles need to be with us 
by June 1st.  See the attached PDF which has the 
committee roles in a nutshell. 
  
We will recommend that the constitution changes 
from 3 years’ to 2 years’ service. 
  
The PTA plays a vital role in raising much needed 
funds for our school. Without these positions filled 
the St James’ PTA Charity will not be able to 
continue therefore please give this 
consideration.  As a reminder we raise on average 
£20,000 a year which benefits directly the school 
and our children. 
  

Pre Loved Uniform Sale 

We are planning a Pre loved Uniform Sale one 
Friday after school in the Gazebo  -  Date TBC. 
If you have any clean uniform that is in good 
condition please leave it in bags in the office. 
  
Summer Ball 
We have booked the West Kent for our Summer 
Ball for the 16th July. Please put the date in your 
Diary ! 

  
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
April 27th Wednesday PTA Meeting 7.30pm 

June 14th Tuesday Own Clothes Day 

June 25th Saturday Summer Fair 

July 16th Summer Ball West Kent 

  
 
 
 

Year Number of wins 

Rec  

Y1 2 

Y2 1 

Y3 2 

Y4 2 

Y5  

Y6 1 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 96 0 

Y1 97 1 

Y2 97 0 

Y3 95 1 

Y4 97.81 1 

Y5 97.81 0 

Y6 98.44 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comic Relief 
Mrs Anderson is selling earrings for £5 a pair.  All 
profits go to Comic Relief. There are a variety of 
styles available ranging from studs to drop 
earrings.  Please contact 
calmskiesjewellery@gmail.com for more details. 

 
 
 
Ukrainian Appeals 
Many people have been in touch with me this 
week about the best way to support the people of 
Ukraine. Bishop Kenneth and Father Mykola of the 
Ukrainian Cathedral of The Holy Family in Exile in 
London have provided the following information if 
people would like to make a financial donation.  
Additionally, donations can be made to 
the following: 
  
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-
crisis-appeal 
  
https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/donate-now-to
-protect-children-in-ukraine 
  
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam-in-action/
current-emergencies/ukraine-crisis-appeal 
  
We are also in discussions with Father David 
about how the Parish and the school can work 
together to provide physical items. As soon as 
I have further information I will let you know.  
 
 
 
 


