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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that everyone had a lovely half term break 
and that the wind did not cause too much 
inconvenience to people. Thankfully, the school 
did not suffer from much storm damage although 
some of the fencing came down around the KS2 
field which we are hoping to repair soon.   
 
The contractors started work over half term on the 
schools’ water distribution and this will not disrupt 
the children’s learning as they are not working in 
school hours. Also, over the half term the area 
along the path between the Year 6 classroom and 
the school garden has been tidied and wood chip 
has been laid. The school ripple that indicates 
break times was repaired during the half term 
break and the kitchen and the school car gate 
services took place so Mr Jawed was very busy. We 
are still waiting for quotes to repair the KS1 fence 
so in the meantime please do not allow your 
children near it at the start or the end of the day. 
The KS2 playground equipment recently had a 
service and some repairs need to be undertaken. 
The PTA have kindly agreed to fund this and this 
should be completed soon. The scramble net must 
not be used until the repairs have been made. This 
week, one of our Governors and myself undertook 
a Health and Safety Walk around the school to 
ensure that everything is as it should be and that 
everything is compliant.   
 
We started the week by introducing Fairtrade 
Fortnight. The theme for 2022 is the growing 
challenges that climate change brings to farmers. 
We all watched a Fairtrade film in assembly about 
how we are all connected and that we should work 
for a compassionate and sustainable world. With 
collective action we can work for a fairer future. In 
recent years, more and more Fairtrade farmers 
have been speaking out about the impact of the 

Headteacher’s Message 
climate crisis. Fairtrade farmers are among the 
people who have contributed the least to climate 
change – but are feeling the worst effects. They 
are less likely to earn a living income and more 
likely to rely directly on the land they farm for 
their livelihoods. These farmers often have no 
safety net if extreme weather damages their 
crops, and leaves them with no way of providing 
for their families. Climate change is making it 
harder for them to farm the land. The climate 
crisis affects us all but some communities are 
feeling it much more than others, even though 
they have done the least to cause it. By joining 
Let’s Go Zero, we can work for a fairer, zero 
carbon future.  
 
Our Character Education focus this half term is 
honesty and children are looking for examples of 
this in school which they are looking forward to 
sharing in assembly on Monday.  
 
Thank you to Joshua in Y5 for the string holder for 
the greenhouse. He presented Mrs Deasy with the 
gift to the school to celebrate his birthday.  Thank 
you also to Ivan in Y3 and Symeon in Y2 for the 
squash seeds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We continue to encourage children to buy a book 
for their classroom or something for the school 
garden to celebrate their birthday instead of 
sending in birthday sweets. As you can see, Miss 
Atkinson has a wonderful display of birthday 
books.  



 

 

to the children about being followers of Christ and 
the children were able to confidently explain how 
they walk in the footsteps of Christ.  Thank you to 
Year 4 and miss Atkinson for preparing the Mass. 
Their singing was amazing! 
 
We had a wonderful end to the week when we 
celebrated our annual International Day. Thank 
you to Mrs Le Cuirot for organising this wonderful 
day. We started the day by gathering in the hall 
where the children stood in the shape of the 
world.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to thank the parents who volunteered 
to come into school to talk to the children about 
the countries that they are from. Thank you to 
them for giving up their time and for helping our 
children learn about the many different countries 
of the world.  
 
On Thursday we will be celebrating World Book 
Day and we are asking the children to come to 
school dressed as a book character. We are 
looking forward to seeing what the children wear! 
 
Finally, I would ask you to please keep the families 
in our school community who have relatives in the 
Ukraine in your thoughts and prayers this 
weekend. It really is a worrying time for them.  
 
God bless 

Mrs Weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Good news! We now have a new cook.  She is 
called Lisa and the children have already warmly 
welcomed her to St James’. She worked here many 
years ago so she has settled in very quickly. She 
has already learnt some of the children’s names 
and there have been a lot of empty plates this 
week! Always a good sign! Some staff are once 
again eating with the children sometimes. Thank 
you to the children for their patience while the 
right cook was found.  
 
We spent time this week with our School 
Improvement Partner talking about PE, Computing 
and DT and she spoke with Mrs Connolly, Miss 
Atkinson and Miss McCarthy about their plans for 
their subjects. She said that the long-term and 
medium-term plans for these subjects are 
exemplary and has asked us to work with other 
schools to share good practice. This is something 
that we are very happy to do and Mrs Connolly 
this week had a virtual meeting with a school in 
north London in order to support them.   
 
This week, a visitor from the The Passage Charity 
spoke to KS2 pupils via zoom about the work that 
they do in London. He explained how the 
charity helps to meet the needs of homeless and 
vulnerable people by providing food and shelter.  
He thanked the school for the donation of £337  
which was raised by the children's KS1 Nativity 
Plays and the KS2 Advent Concert.  
 
The Junior Travel Ambassadors in Year 6 attended 
a virtual event on Wednesday where they heard 
about a competition that they will be asking 
children to enter. We will be hearing about the 
details soon.  
 
Year 4 participated in Mass this week and although 
we all got very wet on our way there we were 
delighted to be back in church. Father David talked 



 

 

Dates for your diary  
 
March 
Tuesday 1st National Offer Day for our Year 6 
children 
Tuesday 1st Year 5 having a talk about Brazil 
Wednesday 2nd March Ash Wednesday Mass at 
church for KS2 and Year 2.  
Thursday 3rd World Book Day (Children can dress 
up as a book character) 
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th Open Evenings 
March 7th Start of British Science Week 
Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th Photo workshops 
(more details to follow) 
Tuesday 8th International Women’s Day 
Thursday 10th Whole School Spring Walk 
Friday 11th CAFOD Family Fast Day 
Thursday 17th Year 3 Class Mass 
Friday 18th Red Nose Day 
Monday 21st World Poetry Day 
Wednesday 23rd Year 3 visiting Chislehurst Caves 
Thursday 24th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 24th 5:30pm EEDI Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 29th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly 
Thursday 31st Year 5 9:15 Passion Play 
 
April 
Friday 1st PTA Easter Egg Hunt for KS1  
Monday 4th-Monday 18th Easter Holidays 
Tuesday 19th Children return to school 
 
Word on Wednesday 

This Week’s Word is ACTION. We talked to the 
children about the phrase, ‘Actions speak louder 
than words’. We also said that this Sunday’s 
Gospel reminds us not to criticise others’ actions 
but to look at our own actions.  
 
Safeguarding 
 
There are of course many links between children’s 
use of social media and their mental health and 
wellbeing. Parents should be aware of children 
experiencing ‘social pressures’ online and have 
informed and age-appropriate conversations 
about online safety with their children. Please 
remember that children under the age of 16 
should not be using WhatsApp.  
 
 
 

Awards 
Head  Teacher Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Cup was awarded to Nicola, Y3        
this week. 

 

Year  Respect in class Pride in work 

Year 3 Tadas Finn 

Year 4 George Teddy 

Year 5 Ethan Tommy 

Year 6 Olivia Sophie 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Joseph Nicole Tadhg 

Year 1 Allegra Isla Sophia 

Year 2 Catherine Matylda Alberto 

Year Positive attitude to 

Rec Maria 

Year 1 Ada 

Year 2 Luis 

Year 3 Nicola 

Year 4 Dominic 

Year 5 Jaiden 

Year 6 Sebastian 



 

 

Attendance 
7th-11th Feb 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library News 
 
There is an in person author event with Tamsin 
Mori on Monday 28th February from 4-5pm at 
Orpington Library. Please see that poster attached 
for more information. It is aimed at KS2.  for 7-11s. 
Tamsin writes wonderful books inspired by the 
Shetlands Islands. You can sign up here:  https://
orpingtonlibrarytamsinmori.eventbrite.co.uk  
Tamsin will also be signing any books bought at 
the event.  
 
School Garden News 
 
This week saw the last of Year 1 carrying out 
gardening tasks with Mr Bishop, Mrs Charlesworth 

and myself.  Year 2 will now get an opportunity to 
sow seeds, plant bulbs and begin the tricky 
business of 'potting on' the seedlings grown by 
both Reception and Year 1 last term. 
 
Mrs Deasy 
 
School Bank Accounts  
 
We have two separate bank accounts—please 
take care to make sure you are paying into the 
correct account when making a payment. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Sort Code: 30-84-51 
Account: 41806860 
This is for: School Lunch Money & Breakfast and 
Afterschool Club payments 
 
Sort Code: 30-84-51 
Account:41807260 
This is for: School trips and Donations. 
 
PTA News 
  
Here is a quick update on where some of the 
money we have raised for our ‘Outstanding’ 
school has gone towards this term. 
  
£1700 on the repair of the KS2 Playground 
Equipment 
  
£120 for KS1 Lower case Keyboards 
  
£3120 Repair of the School Gazebo 
  
Pre Loved Uniform Sale 
We are planning a Pre loved Uniform Sale one 
Friday after school in the Gazebo  -  Date TBC. 
If you have any clean uniform that is in good 
condition please leave it in bags in the Office. 
100 Club Winners 
Congratulations on your £50.00 winning Balls. 
  
September: Number 45 
October: Number 51 
November: Number 28 
December: Number 13 
January: Number 68 
February: Number 37 

Year Number of wins 

Rec  

Y1 2 

Y2 1 

Y3 2 

Y4 2 

Y5  

Y6  

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 92.33 0 

Y1 96.67 0 

Y2 99.67 0 

Y3 97.5 0 

Y4 96.55 0 

Y5 98.44 1 

Y6 99.38 0 

https://orpingtonlibrarytamsinmori.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://orpingtonlibrarytamsinmori.eventbrite.co.uk/


 

 

Summer Ball 
We have booked the West Kent for our Summer 
Ball for the 16th July. Please put the date in your 
Diary! 
  
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
April 27th Wednesday PTA Meeting 7.30pm 
June 14th Tuesday Own Clothes Day 
June 25th Saturday Summer Fair 
 
Please see the wonderful photos of our 
International Day.  
 
Mrs Murdock visited the children in Year 2 to 
teach them about the Philippines. 
 

 
Year 5 studied Egypt. The children were able to 
locate it on a map. They completed posters to give 
reasons why they should visit Egypt. They also 
practised writing in hieroglyphics on their own 

made papyrus.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 spent the day creating two amazing dishes 
from Morocco and East Africa: spicy Moroccan 
couscous and a bean stew. The final taste test 
gave a big thumbs up!  As it is Fairtrade fortnight, 
they also spent time today looking at how Fair 
Trade premiums improve the lives of farmers and 
communities in different African nations.   

Year 3 started the day with creating a globe out of 
a blue balloon. They labelled the continents and 
oceans and found out where Sri Lanka is located 
on a map. They then researched about Sri Lanka 
and found out all about the Tamil language. They 
also read about the devastating tsunami in 2004.  
 
 
 


