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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

The Choir performed amazingly at the O2 on 
Friday at the Young Voices Concert. We travelled 
to the O2 by train and tube and the children were 
all so well behaved on the journey. It was a long 
day for them at the O2 as they were rehearsing all 
day and then they performed until late. Their 
behaviour was impeccable throughout. The 
concert itself was fabulous and we were all so 
proud of the children. So many parents and 
grandparents have said that it was a magnificent 
concert. A huge thank you goes to Miss Atkinson 
for organising this fantastic experience and for 
preparing the children so well. Thank you also to 
Mrs Garlick, Mrs Walter, Mrs Williams, Mrs 
Malyon and Mrs Clubbs who accompanied us on 
the trip. I know it will be an experience that the 
children will remember forever. If you would like 
to purchase a digital copy of Young Voices please 
use this link. yv22film.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher’s Message 

It has been an exhausting week for Year 6 as they 
have been completing their SATs. They have risen 
to the challenge and they deserve to be 
congratulated on their focus and determination 
this week. They have worked so hard. Well done 
to them all. Thank you also to Mrs Connolly for 
everything that she has done to prepare the 
children for their SATs and for the way she has 
supported the children during this week. Thank 
you to the adults that have been supporting in the 
Year 6 classroom this week and to all the Year 6 
families for ensuring that Year 6 have been in 
school on time and ready for each day. They 
celebrated with a picnic In Jubilee Park on Friday!  

 

 

https://youngvoices.cmail19.com/t/t-l-qidlthy-jriliyhdjr-y/


 

 

Today, I received amazing news that we have won 
two Condition and Improvement bids from the DfE 
for 2022/2023. The money that we have been 
awarded is for heating distribution 
works throughout the school and for replacement 
external windows and doors. This is fantastic news 
for the school and will improve the school building 
still further.  
 

God bless 

Mrs Weeks 

 

Dates for your diary  

May 

Thursday 19th Whole School Mass May Procession 
(Year 3) 

Friday 20th Year 5 Cake Sale for CASPA 

Friday 20th 11am Year 6 visiting Petts Wood Library 

Friday 20th 1:30 Year 3 visiting Petts Wood Library 

Friday 20th: 2:50 Y1 Class assembly (Parents 
welcome) 

Saturday 21st Year 3 and Year 4 Cross Country 
event  

Thursday 26th Ascension Day Whole School Mass 
(Year 4) 

Friday 27th Family Picnic Lunch to celebrate The 
Queen’s Jubilee starting at 12 noon. All children 
will need a packed lunch that day.  

Monday 30th- Monday 6th Half term 

June 

Tuesday 7th Children return  

Tuesday 7th Year 1 Phonic Check over 2 weeks 

Tuesday 7th Year 4 X table checks over 2 weeks 

Friday 10th Year 6 visiting Petts Wood Library 

Tuesday 14th PTA Own Clothes Day 

Wednesday 15th Year 6 Graduoke 

Wednesday 15th 6:30 pm Meeting for Parents of 
2022 Reception Intake  

Thursday 16th Prayer Day 

Friday 17th Year 5 visiting Petts Wood Library 

 

We hope that the Year 2 and Year 3 children 
enjoyed the Art Workshop at Petts Wood Library 
last week. The originals are being kept to form 
part of an exhibition at The Glades in June and 
copies are now on display in the Petts Wood 
Library window for the next week or so. They look 
fantastic!  

 

Iona, Layla, Isabelle and Freya planned and led the 
KS2 collective worship this week. The chosen 
theme was forgiveness and the children reflected 
on the parable of the unmerciful servant.  



 

 

Tuesday 21st Year 3 and Year 4 visiting Kew 
Gardens 

Wednesday 22nd Windrush Day 

Wednesday 22nd Reception Class visiting the 
church 

Thursday 23rd Class photographs  

Thursday 23rd Year 6 Transition Workshop 

Saturday 25th Year 5 Sleepover at The Natural 
History Museum  

Monday 27th Open classroom to look at trays 

Tuesday 28th /Wednesday 2pm 2022 intake of 
Reception children visit 

Wednesday 29th Whole School Mass St Peter and 
St Paul (Year 5) 

July 

Friday 1st 2:50 Year 5 Class Assembly (Parents 
welcome) 

Friday 1st Year 4 Sleepover  

Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th Year 6 Production 
7pm 

Wednesday 6th Year 2 visiting The London 
Transport Museum 

Thursday 7th 6pm EEDI Meeting 

Friday 8th: 2:50 Rec Class Assembly (Parents 
welcome) 

Friday 8th Reports sent out to parents 

Monday 11th Sports Day  

Monday 11th –Friday 15th Sport Week 

Tuesday 12th Data day 

Wednesday 13th Update Activity Passports 

Thursday 14th KS2 Reading Passports in  

Friday 15th Reserve Sports Day 

Tuesday 19th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  

Tuesday 19th Walk around for parents 3:30-5:30 

Wednesday 20th /Thursday 21st Talent Show 
afternoons 

Thursday 21st 9:15 Summer Walk through Jubilee 
Park 

Thursday 21st Meet the teacher  

 

Friday 22nd 10 am Whole School Mass Leavers 
(Year 6)  

Friday 22nd Last day of term 

Monday 25th INSET 

Tuesday 26th INSET 

 

Word on Wednesday 

This Week’s Word is LOVE. We explained to the 
children that in this Sunday’s Gospel, we will listen 
to the words of Jesus at the Last Supper. Jesus 
gives his disciples, a new commandment – they 
must love one another as Jesus loves them. We 
talked about how the Gospel reminds us that 
whenever we love and care for one another we 
can be sure that God is with us. Jesus went back to 
his Father but he gave us a special job to do. Jesus 
wants us to love each other. When we care for and 
look after each other, through our words and 
through our actions, we are following Jesus’ new 
commandment. 

 

Safeguarding 

Brake, the road safety charity, has the following 
tips for keeping children safe near roads:  

 

• Children under 8 should always hold a grown 
up's hand when walking near roads; 

• Children under 8 should always cross roads 
with a grown up, at a safe crossing place; 

• Until they are 150cm tall, all children should 
sit in a correctly sized and fitted child seat 
when travelling by car; 

• Children under 10 should not cycle on roads, 
they should keep to cycle paths away from 
motorised traffic; 

• Children should always wear a helmet when 
cycling or using a scooter to protect their 
head if they fall off. 

 

Online safety 

Young children are becoming more comfortable 

with internet-enabled devices at an increasingly 

early age. The latest figures from Ofcom, for 

example, indicate that 89% of 3 to 4-year-olds in 



 

 

the UK are using video-sharing platforms such as 

YouTube – while 50% of in that age bracket who 

go online are already using messaging sites or 

apps. Giving children of that age access to internet

-enabled devices of course presents its own 

significant worries. The online world, after all, is 

not always a safe. Please see the attached leaflet 

for suggestions on helping the under-5s 

understand the basics of online safety. 

Awards 

Head Teacher Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 Awards 

 

 

KS2 Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Courtesy Cup was awarded to Valerie, Y6  this 
week.  

Attendance 

2nd -6th May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to Year 6 who had the best attendance 
last week! 

 

Cake Sale 

Year 5 will be having a cake sale for KS2 children at 
breaktime on Friday 20th May to raise funds for 
CASPA. CASPA is a charity that was set up in 2002, 
providing support to autistic children, young 
people and their families.  KS2 children can bring 
in 20p, 50p or £1 to buy a cake to raise funds for 
this charity. 
 

 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 99.17 0 

Y1 99.58 0 

Y2 95 0 

Y3 96.09 0 

Y4 99.22 1 

Y5 97.66 0 

Y6 99.61 1 

Year Number of wins 

Rec  

Y1  

Y2  

Y3  

Y4 1 

Y5  

Y6 2 
Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Veronica Charlie Jaimie 

Year 1 Theo Carlotta Allegra 

Year 2 Ruby Benedict Aiyla 

Year  Respect in class Pride in work 

Year 3 Nicola Ivan 

Year 4 Maia Chetty 

Year 5 Jayden Ed 

Year 6 Sophie Lizzy 

Year RE Work 

Rec Maiya 

Year 1 Lottie 

Year 2 Mauro 

Year 3 Orla 

Year 4 Joshua 

Year 5 Freya 



 

 

May Procession 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As May is the month when we traditionally honour 

Mary, the Mother of God, we are pleased to 

inform you that this year, the school’s May 

procession will be held on Thursday 19th May.  

A whole school Mass will be celebrated with 

Father David at St James the Great Church at 

9.30am followed by the May procession.  

At approximately 10.15am, the pupils will proceed 

from the church, behind the statue of Mary, 

praying the Hail Mary to Mary our Mother as they 

walk back to school.  Thereafter, the children will 

follow on into the school hall to listen to readings 

and sing hymns to Mary, to celebrate how 

important Mary is in our lives. Please feel free to 

join us in this celebration. 

We are asking all children to bring a flower to 

school on this day so that they can be offered to 

Mary. 

Please could you let the office know if you are able 

to walk with us to and from church on this day or 

briefly stay behind after Mass to make sure the 

church is tidy from flower debris. 

Many Thanks 

Mrs Wilson 

Oakies Club 

This week the children have been preparing 
decorations for the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. 
These include banners, bunting and book marks. 
Hopefully you will see them on the Jubilee picnic 
lunch day. 
 
Oakie Dokie 

Spotlight on a Club 

Chess club is held on a Thursday lunchtime.  If you 
like maths then you will enjoy chess as it is all 
about problem solving.   Once you know how to 
play you will have a skill for life.  It is a very 
popular club and they currently have a waiting list 
however if you are interested in joining the 
waiting list for Chess Club then please email 
officemanager@ccfworld.com 

Garden News 

 
If you are thinking about purchasing tomato plants 
this weekend, think again! 
 
The school’s Eco Council will be selling tomatoes 
for a small donation to the school garden from 
next week. 
 
Mrs Deasy  
 

 



 

 

Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Her Majesty the Queen is the first British Monarch 
to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee after 70 years of 
service. We are celebrating this event on Friday 
27th May with a whole school family picnic on the 
school field. The children are asked that day to 
come to school dressed up as Queens, Kings, 
Princes or Princesses. If they prefer they can wear 
red, white and blue. Families that would like to 
join us are asked to come to school at 11:50 with 
their picnics and chairs or picnic blankets. The 
children will all need to bring in a picnic lunch that 
day and if families are not able to join us the 
children will of course sit with their friends.  The 
picnic will end at 1:15. Please note that we will 
continue to have a picnic if the weather is not kind 
to us although it will be inside. Fingers crossed for 
a sunny day!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library News 

 

Please find a link below to Orpington Literary 
Festival which runs from Friday 13th May – Sun 
22nd May: Orpington First | Orpington Literary 
Festival 2022 (orpington1st.co.uk) 

  

There are a number of really good children’s 
authors appearing. These are: 

Mon 16th May at 4-5pm 

Margaret Bateson-Hill will be talking about her 
beautiful picture book for older readers: Masha 
and the Firebird 

Venue: The Green Room, 51 The Walnuts 

 Tues 17th July at 4.30-5.30pm 

Mo O’Hara will be running an interactive session 
about her very funny graphic novel Agent Moose 

Venue: The Green Room, 51 The Walnuts 

  

Sat 21st May at 11-12 

Venessa J Taylor runs an interactive session and 
talks about her wonderful series Baller Boys about 
two friends who want to join their local football 
club 

Venue: The Green Room, 51 The Walnuts 

  

For younger siblings Orpington Library will be 
running special Storytimes on Fri 13th May from 
11.00-11.30am and on Wed 18th May from 2-
2.30pm. 

 

Please see the attached leaflet about Julia 
Golding's visit to West Wickham Library on Mon 
30th May from 10.30-11.30am. Julia is the author 
of both fiction and non-fiction books for children 
including The Queen’s Wardrobe. 
 

 

 

Lost Property 

We have some children's glasses in the office.  
Please pop in if you think they may belong to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.orpington1st.co.uk/events/orpington-literary-festival-2022
https://www.orpington1st.co.uk/events/orpington-literary-festival-2022


 

 

Here is a list of the Ice Cream dates and the Year 
that is responsible for running the sale. The PTA 
will supply the Ice creams & lollies. 
  
20th May Year 6 

27th May Year REC   
HALF TERM 

10th June Year 1 

17th June Years 2 

24th June Year 3&4 

1st July Year 5 

8th July Year 6 

15th July REC 

21st July Year 1 

  
  
We are still looking for a volunteer to be the PTA 
Treasurer.  We are urgently looking for a parent to 
volunteer to join the PTA Committee in the role of 
Treasurer starting immediately. Rest assured that 
you do not need to be from an accountancy 
background to volunteer. The key responsibilities 
include:  
• maintain accurate and detailed financial 
records  
• present a financial report at each meeting  

• make approved payments and pay agreed 
expenses 

• prepare and co-sign cheques as required  

• count and bank monies 

• provide and account for cash floats at events  

• charity registration and Gift Aid 

• prepare annual accounts and liaise with the 
independent examiner of accounts where 
necessary  
• ensure the committee has agreed appropriate 
procedures for the handling of financial matters 

If we do not find a replacement Treasurer, due to 
compliance, the St James’ PTA as a Charity will 
sadly no longer be able to function.  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other News 
 
The London Marathon 
 
Sandra Said (mum of Nicola in Year 3) will be 
running the 2022 London Marathon in October. 
She will be running in aid of Young Lives vs Cancer 
who do a sterling job in helping families find the 
strength to face whatever cancer throws at them 
with the support of wonderful social workers. 

Her ambition is to raise £2,000 but she is hoping to 
raise far more than this, so she will need all the 
generosity she can get. 

Sandra’s JustGiving Page: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sandra-said 

 
PTA News 

  
Jubilee Picnic Lunch 12 noon 
 

The PTA will be selling Ice Creams at the Picnic 
instead of after school on this day. 
  
  
Summer Ball 2022  - 16th July @ The West Kent 
Golf Club. 
 

We have created a Ball Committee to help with 
the organising of the event. This is always a super 
night and sells out very quickly. Information will be 
coming out in the next couple of weeks so start 
thinking about your tables  - groups of 8/10. 
  
If anyone is a member of The West Kent Golf Club 
and will be attending the Ball please can you email 
us pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com. 

   
ICE CREAM FRIDAYS! 

  
Week 4:  Ice Creams and Ice lollies will be sold 
from  3.15-3.30pm every Friday under the big tree 
outside the school office. Cost £1 – CASH ONLY 
 

Each week we need at least 4 helpers to set up, 
run the stall and clear away from 3pm until 
3.30pm. If you can help on the week it is your 
year’s turn, please contact your PTA reps. 
  
 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sandra-said
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sandra-said
mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com


 

 

Also, from next September Richard, Tim, Nina and 
myself (Fiona) will have completed our 3 years’ 
service as the PTA. A Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary are required and all nominations for 
these roles need to be with us by June 1st . We will 
recommend that the constitution changes from 3 
years to 2 years service. The PTA plays a vital role 
in raising much needed funds for our school. 
Without these positions filled the St James’ PTA 
Charity will not be able to continue therefore 
please give this consideration. As a reminder we 
raise on average £20,000 a year which benefits 
directly the school and our children. Please take a 
look at the attached flyer about why the PTA 
needs your help.  
  
Please Email  St James 
PTA pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com if you have 
any questions or would like to find out more. 

  
DATES FOR THE DIARY  
May 27th Jubilee Picnic 12pm 

June 14th Tuesday Own Clothes Day  
June 25th Saturday Summer Fair 

July 16th Summer Ball West Kent 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com

