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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year! I hope you and your families all 

had a good Christmas even if your plans had to 

change at short notice.  

 

During the Christmas holidays, Mr Scutts again 

organised for the playground markings to be 

added to the playground. They really do brighten 

up the playgrounds. He also arranged for two 

more Basketball posts to be put up in the KS2 

playground. A huge thank you to him.  

 

Headteacher’s Message 
We have all returned to school with renewed 

energy ready to start the new term. Lots of 

exciting things are planned and the children have 

already settled down to their learning which is a 

joy to see.   

This term the Character Education ‘Life Skill’ that 

we are focusing on is PATIENCE. Children will be 

nominating one another in assemblies when they 

see this in others.  

This week the KS2 children will be bringing home 

their Reading Passports. Please encourage the 

children to take part and to read a range of genres 

so that they can aim for a Bronze, Silver or Gold 

Certificate at the end of term.  

On Thursday we were able to join the live 

streamed Epiphany Mass. A wonderful way to 

start the new term. The children listened carefully 

when Father David spoke about who in their lives 

has been a star. They thought about a person in 

their lives who has stirred in them a sense of 

curiosity and started them on their journey of 

Faith. Thank you to Father David for celebrating 

Mass. It was also wonderful to join with St 

Vincent’s’ Catholic School, who also participated 

virtually.  

Class teachers will be sending home letters this 

week that explain the topics that your children will 

be studying this term and suggesting ways in 

which you can help. Please remember to contact 

class teachers if you have any questions as we are 

always happy to help. You are very welcome to 

catch staff at the end of the day or via the office.  

Thank you to everyone who is following the 

Government Guidance concerning testing and self-

isolation. As you know this guidance does keep 

changing so please do ask us if you have any 



 

 

Dates for your diary  

January 

Thursday 20th Year 4 Class Mass Christian Unity  

Wednesday 26th PTA own clothes day 

Friday 28th Y5 Workshop to become Dementia 

Friends 

Friday 28th: 2:50 Y4 Class Assembly 

Monday 31st Open Classroom to look at trays 

February 

Thursday 3rd The Cardinal Hume Centre zoom call 

with KS2 

Monday 7th- Friday 11th Children’s Mental Health 

Week 

Tuesday 8th Safer Internet Day 

Wednesday 9th Y4 to Dulwich Picture Gallery 

Monday 14th –Friday 18th Half term  

 

Word on Wednesday 

This Week’s Word is BAPTISM. Please ask your 

children about Baptism and explain to them that 

Baptism is one of the seven Sacraments which 

bring us closer to God.   

Safeguarding 
 
The following advice from the NSPCC concerns 
working from home. 
 
We know parents can find it challenging to balance 
working from home with family life, from creating 
structure to coping with stress and difficult 
feelings. When you are working from home, it can 
be difficult to find balance and feel productive, 
especially if you are not used to working from 
home. Being at home can make it easy to get side-
tracked into chores during the day, or to risk work 
carrying over into family time. But remember, it's 
important for you to not overstretch yourself and 
take care of your own mental wellbeing. Find a 
suitable place to work, and if you have children at 
home, make sure to be close enough to supervise 
them. Having a set work space helps create 
boundaries for your work. Take regular breaks to 
rest and relax. Whilst it's important to have routine 
and structure, be prepared to adapt and be flexible 
to suit your family needs. One of the biggest 
challenges can be supervising children 

questions and we will try our best to answer them. 

At the start of the week, as people returned from 

the Christmas holidays, we had 15 children and 2 

members of staff absent due to COVID 19.  This 

number has been decreasing every day and we 

pray that this continues. I want to reassure you 

that we are doing everything to prevent 

transmission within school. As you know, one 

strategy that is very effective is ventilation around 

the school and the use of CO2 monitors. Having 

windows and doors open in January is not ideal 

but it is working and we need to continue with 

this. Please send your children in with extra layers 

such as a big jumper if they would prefer to wear 

that in class instead of their coat. We do not want 

anyone to be cold.  

Due to the current travel uncertainties, Mrs Jones 

will be leaving us for a few months to be with her 

daughter who works in Spain. Thankfully, she will 

be back with us in the summer term. In the 

meantime, Mrs Jones will continue to assist with 

our admissions. While she is away Mrs Howie and 

Mrs Deasy will be in the school office.  

Theo, the Labrador Therapy Dog, and his owner 

Carolyn are returning next week to read with some 

of the Year 4 children. We are delighted to 

welcome them both back.  

Finally, I wanted to share with you two letters that 

I received concerning our recent OFSTED 

Inspection. They are both attached. The first is 

from Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector, Amanda 

Spielman and the second is from Jared Nehra, 

Director of Education in Bromley and Cllr. Kate 

Lymer, the Deputy Leader of Bromley Council.  

Have a good weekend.  

God bless 

Mrs Weeks 

 

 

 



 

 

appropriately. When your children need you, take 
time off and return to your tasks later. Give 
yourself permission to take care of your family and 
do not feel guilty for doing so. 
 
Head Teacher Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELP NEEDED! 
 
Dear Parents 
We now have 3 of our 4 basketball posts put 
together and thank you to the parents who have 
helped so far. We have one more post to go. If 
any parents could spend an hour or two during 
daylight hours next week we would really 
appreciate the help. It is a 2/3 person job with 
adjustable spanners/socket sets required.  
Please let me know if and when you are able to 
help.  
Many thanks in advance 
Mrs Connolly 
 
Oakies News 
 
The children have been settling back into school 
nicely this week.  We have all been enjoying 
ourselves, playing Dobble, Rumikub and Scrabble, 
which the children have really loved. The team at 
Oakies would like to say a very big thank you for all 
of our amazing presents, you are all so generous 
and kind. It is lovely to be appreciated. 
 
Have a very Happy New Year.      
Oakie Dokie 
 

Other News 
Library News 
Due to the rising cases of COVID-19 in Bromley, 
libraries are operating a Click and Collect service 
from 9.30-1 until Sun 9th Jan. Hopefully normal 
service will resume on Mon 10th Jan. They have a 
number of E-Books and E-Audio Books available 
plus many books which can be reserved from the 
library catalogue and then collected: https://
prism.librarymanagementcloud.co.uk/bromley/ 
 
Libraries ae continuing their digital programme of 

Meet The Author once a month which is shown 

across all the Facebook Pages of GLL libraries 

around the UK.  On Saturday at 11.am on: https://

m.facebook.com/BromleyLibraries Sharon King 

Chai, children’s author, illustrator and 

designer  talks about her books and her inspiration 

to write and illustrate. She then demonstrates a 

specific technique to create one of her beautiful 

illustrations. Counting Creatures is her latest book 

written by Julia Donaldson. The video will be taken 

down after one month. 

 
BYMT Elementary Strings 
We are looking to welcome new string players into 
BYMT's Elementary Strings Orchestra which 
rehearses on Tuesdays, 4-5pm at BYMT on 
Southborough Lane. This is a beginner to Grade 1 
orchestra so, if you are learning  
the violin, viola or cello and can at least read and 
pluck the open strings, this group is for you! 
Rehearsals start next Tuesday 11th January and, 
this term, Elementary Strings will have the chance 
to take part in BYMT's Festival of Strings alongside 
BYMT's 5 other string orchestras on Sunday 20th 
March - an exciting celebration of the string family 
of musical instruments. 
 
Joining an orchestra is a great way to fast-forward 
learning and enjoy playing music with your friends. 
If you would like to join Elementary Strings, please 
register via the BYMT website using this 
link: https://ukbromley.speedadmin.dk/
registration#/course/15/0/0/86. 
 
 
 
 

Year Writing award 

Rec Teddy 

Year 1 Patrick 

Year 2 Emmanuel 

Year 3 Aadhanya 

Year 4 Izzy 

Year 5 George 

Year 6 Gavin 
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