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Dear Parents, 
 
I want to start by saying a huge congratulations to 
Reika in Year 6 for taking part in the Children's 
Business Fair in Orpington on Saturday. It was such 
a success and I now have a crocheted whale in my 
office! Reika has said that she learnt a lot and 
enjoyed the experience and would like to thank 
everyone for supporting her. The next event for 
Orpington is on July 16th in case others would like 
to try it out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Message 
We were also delighted this week to hear that 
Aleks in Year 5 has won a poetry reading 
competition. She practised reading four different 
poems in Polish. These poems were not easy as 
they were all from the 1800s and had antiquated 
language describing the Polish countryside. 
Congratulations Aleks. 
 
This week the Eco Committee had the very difficult 
task of judging the Justice, Peace and Integrity of 
Creation competition entries. The standard of the 
entries was very high and we are pleased to 
announce that the KS1 winner was Allegra in Year 
1 for her information on turtles. The runner up 
was Emilia in Year 2 for her work on Polar Bears. 
The KS2 winner was Isobel in Year 6 where she 
wrote about Polar Bears and the runner up was 
Helen in Y4 who carried out research on tigers. 
Thank you to everyone who took part and to Mrs 
Deasy and the Eco Committee for judging the 
entries. Thank you also to the Justice, Peace and 
Integrity of Creation Parish group for inspiring the 
children to research the effects of pollution and 
climate change and for providing the prizes.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Well done also goes to everyone who took part in 
the Reading Passport Challenge and received their 
bronze, silver or gold certificates this week.  
 



 

 

This week you will have received letters from 
teachers summarising the spring term and 
explaining what each class has been doing. I hope 
that you found the letters interesting. Everyone 
has obviously been very busy!  
 
During Lent, KS1 and Year 3 have been attending 
9:30 Mass. It has been a wonderful way for both 
the children and the staff to start the day. I have to 
say that I have been very fortunate to join the 
children at these Masses and I have been so proud 
of how the children have behaved. Year 4, Year 5 
and Year 6 have been attending Reconciliation at 
church and I would like to thank Father David for 
giving our children these opportunities to reflect 
during their Lenten journeys.   
 
Year 5 performed The Passion Play on Thursday 
morning for their parents and for KS2. As I was at 
Mass with Reception Class and Year 1 I could not 
watch this but I have heard how Year 5 were able 
to tell the story so powerfully and confidently. 
Well done Year 5. I know that staff and parents 
were extremely impressed by the performance 
and I want to thank Year 5 for bringing The Easter 
Story to life. It will have certainly helped the 
younger children in KS2 to understand the 
importance of Easter. Year 5 also brought into 
school their Easter Gardens this week and it is 
obvious that they have worked so hard on these. 
The Easter Gardens have been displayed in the hall 
all week for staff, children, parents and visitors to 
see. Everyone has been amazed at the level of 
detail. Thank you to Year 5 for all their continued 
hard work and to Mrs Wilson for organising The 
Passion Play and The Easter Gardens.  
 

Almost 57,000 pupils entered the 
Primary Maths Challenge in November 2021 
organised by the Mathematical Association. The 
Primary Maths Challenge is a nationwide initiative 
for pupils who want to get involved in some 
interesting and stimulating mathematics. The 
pupils who scored 20 marks or more, out of a 
possible 25, were invited to take part in a Bonus 
Round in February 2022. We were delighted St 
James’ pupils were successful in progressing to the 
Bonus Round. The national results of the Bonus 
Round have just been made available. 400 pupils 
nationally received Gold medals, 935 pupils 
received Silver medals and 358 received Bronze 
medals. All results can be seen on the 
Primary Maths Association Website. 
https://www.primarymathschallenge.org.uk/
online-pupil-results 
  
Congratulations to all our children who took part 
in the Bonus Round; Eliza , Aleisha , Reika , Noah , 
Georges , Willow and Eimear. They were all 
successful in winning a medal. We are so proud of 
you all! 
 
We are trying to reintroduce clubs that we had 
before the pandemic and also to introduce new 
clubs to St James’. Please see the attached 
timetable that shows the clubs that are due to 
take place in the summer term. Please note that if 
your child attends a lunchtime club we always 
make sure that they either eat before or after the 
club depending on the time of the club. All clubs 
except for Choir and the Year 5 and Year 6 Football 
Squad training can be booked directly with the 
external club involved. Please contact the school 
office if you would like the details again of any of 
the clubs offered. Many of the flyers are again 
attached to this newsletter. Some clubs operate a 
waiting list and they will contact you if they have a 
space available. This week you should have 
received information about The Spectacular 
Science Club that is starting on Wednesdays after 
school. This club was recommended to us by a 
mum at our school and is run by qualified primary 
school teachers. You will have also received 
information about Tech Club which is an 
established club in other local schools and comes 
highly recommended.  
 
 



 

 

 
As a school, we encourage children to buy a book 
for their classroom or something for the school 
garden to celebrate their birthday instead of 
sending in birthday sweets. We would like to 
thank Luis in Year 2 for his very thoughtful 
birthday gift of cooking scales and muffin tins for 
the Key Stage 1 cooking area. They are very much 
appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the PTA who organised a fantastic 
Easter Egg Hunt on Friday morning for KS1. It 
looked like so much fun and the early snow luckily 
did not interrupt the hunt! 
 
I hope the Year 6 parents that came into school 
this week to hear about the SATs in Year 6 found 
the information helpful. Thank you to Mrs 
Connolly for organising this.  
 
Next week is World Autism Week.  Autism is a 
lifelong, developmental disability that affects how 
a person communicates with and relates to other 
people, and how they experience the world 
around them. Being autistic is a fundamental 
aspect of a person’s identity.  Autistic people see, 
hear and feel the world differently to other 
people. The world can often feel overwhelming for 
an autistic child and this can fill them with anxiety. 
Autism is a spectrum condition and although 
autistic people share certain difficulties, being 
autistic will affect people in different ways. We 
have children at St James’ with autism and we 
always explain to all the children in our community 
that we are all different and have different needs 
and we are all important and unique.  
 
Hopefully, the children will be able to return to 
school after Easter in their summer uniforms 
although if the weather continues to be this cold 
the children can continue to wear winter uniforms 
until the end of April. Please see the attached 
uniform policy. 
  
I wish you and your families a restful Easter break. 
 
“Living Holy Week following Jesus means learning 
how to come out of ourselves to reach out to 
others, to go to the outskirts of existence, to be the 
first to move towards our brothers and sisters, 
especially those who are most distant, those who 
are most forgotten, those who are the most in 
need of understanding, consolation and help. 
There is so much need to bring the living presence 
of Jesus, merciful and full of love.”   Pope Francis 
 
Thank you for your kind Easter gifts. 
 
God bless 
Mrs Weeks 
 



 

 

 
Dates for your diary  
 
April 
Tuesday 19th Children return to school 
Wednesday 20th KS1 to Horniman Museum 
Thursday 21st Year 5 and Year 6 start swimming 
lessons 
Thursday 21st 2:30 Y2 Parent meeting about SATS  
Friday 22nd Stephen Lawrence Day 
May 
Monday 2nd Bank Holiday 
May 2nd KS1 SATS this month 
Tuesday 3rd Rosary Week 
Friday 6th Year 2 and Year 3 visiting Petts Wood 
Library  
Friday 6th Choir attending Young Voices  
Monday 9th –Thursday 12th Year 6 SATs 
Monday 16th Walk to School Week 
Thursday 19th Whole School Mass May Procession 
(Year 3) 
Friday 20th: 2:50 Y1 Class assembly (Parents 
welcome) 
Thursday 26th Ascension Day Whole School Mass 
(Year 4) 
Friday 27th Family Picnic Lunch to celebrate The 
Queen’s Jubilee 
Monday 30th- Monday 6th Half term 
June 
Tuesday 7th Children return  
Tuesday 7th Year 1 Phonic Check over 2 weeks 
Tuesday 7th Year 4 X table checks over 2 weeks 
Tuesday 14th June PTA Own Clothes Day 
Wednesday 15th Year 6 Graduoke 
Wednesday 15th Meeting for Parents of 2022 
Reception Intake  
Thursday 16th Prayer Day 
Wednesday 22nd Windrush Day 
Wednesday 22nd 6:30 pm New Reception Parent 
Meeting 
Thursday 23rd Class photographs  
Thursday 23rd Year 6 Transition Workshop 
Saturday 25th Year 5 Sleepover at The Natural 
History Museum  
Monday 27th Open classroom to look at trays 
Tuesday 28th /Wednesday 2pm 2022 intake of 
Reception children visit 
Wednesday 29th Whole School Mass St Peter and 
St Paul (Year 5) 
July 
Friday 1st 2:50 Year 5 Class Assembly (Parents 

welcome) 
Friday 1st Year 4 Sleepover  
Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th Year 6 Production 
7pm 
Wednesday 6th Y2 Trip to The London Transport 
Museum   
Thursday 7th 6pm EEDI Meeting 
Friday 8th: 2:50 Rec Class Assembly (Parents 
welcome) 
Friday 8th Reports sent out to parents 
Monday 11th Sports Day  
Monday 11th –Friday 15th Sport Week 
Tuesday 12th Data day 
Wednesday 13th Update Activity Passports 
Thursday 14th KS2 Reading Passports in  
Friday 15th Reserve Sports Day 
Tuesday 19th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly  
Tuesday 19th Walk around for parents 3:30-5:30 
Wednesday 20th /Thursday 21st Talent Show 
afternoons 
Thursday 21st 9:15 Summer Walk through Jubilee 
Park 
Thursday 21st Meet the teacher  
Friday 22nd 10 am Whole School Mass Leavers 
(Year 6)  
Friday 22nd Last day of term 
Monday 25th INSET 
Tuesday 26th INSET 
 
Children's Achievements 
 
We were delighted to hear that Ethan, Y5 was 
awarded a prize for his submission for the 4th 
Plinth Competition. He named his design “Wash 
Your Hands!” and was award the prize for the 
London Borough of Bromley.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Awards 
 
KS1 

 
KS2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA NEWS 
PRE LOVED UNIFORM SALE: 
Thank you to everyone who helped set up and 
support the pre loved uniform sale last Friday. This 
raised an incredible £258.39. Thanks Tish for 
stepping in to help with the card sales. 
  
Handily this is pretty much the exact amount we 
have donated to the School so Mrs Richards can 
order Chicken Eggs and an Incubator for next 
term. This gives the children the opportunity first-
hand to witness the eggs hatching into chicks! 
  
ICE CREAM FRIDAYS ARE BACK ! 
From Friday 22nd April and then every Friday until 
the end of the summer term we will be selling Ice 
Creams and Ice lollies from  3.15-3.30pm. 
  
Each week we will need 3 to 4 helpers to set up, 
run the stall and clear away from 3pm until 
3.30pm. If you can help on the week it’s your years 
turn, please contact your PTA reps. 
  
 
 
 

Year  Respect in class Pride in work 

Year 3 Anthony Mia 

Year 4 Maddie Darcy 

Year 5 Ava Flavio 

Year 6 Willow Kathleen 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Sebastian Leonard Nicole 

Year 1 

Chimaman-

da Lucas Olivia 

Year 2 Molly Camille Rory 

Attendance 
 
21st-25th March 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This Week’s Words are New Start. We are always 
telling the children that each day we are given the 
opportunity to make a new start. The children are 
told that we all sometimes do things which upset 
others and makes us feel sad too. However, we 
also tell the children that God still loves us and will 
always give us the strength to make a new start 
with him and with each other. 
 
“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. 
We have only today. Let us begin.” St Teresa of 
Calcutta. 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Happy Maps website is a single hub of reliable, up-
to-date and professional advice on mental health 
problems in children. It covers many common 
problems including anxiety, self-harm, tics, gender 
dysphoria, ADHD and eating disorders. It also has a 
pre-school section for issues such as sleep, 
behaviour, and fussy eating. 
 
www.happymaps.co.uk 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 90 0 

Y1 94.33 0 

Y2 92.33 0 

Y3 91.75 0 

Y4 86.25 0 

Y5 97.81 0 

Y6 85 0 



 

 

Here is a list of the Ice Cream sales dates and the 
class that is responsible for running the sale. The 
PTA will supply the ice creams and lollies. 
  
22nd April Year 3    
29th April Year 4 
6th May Year 2 
13th May Year 5 
20th May Year 6 
27th May Year REC   
HALF TERM 
10th June Year 1 
17th June Years 2 
24th June Year 3&4 
1st July Year 5 
8th July Year 6 
15th July REC 
21st July Year 1 
  
We are STILL LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER TO BE 
PTA TREASURER!  
We are urgently looking for a parent to volunteer 
to join the PTA Committee in the role of Treasurer 
starting immediately. Rest assured that you do not 
need to be from an accountancy background to 
volunteer. The key responsibilities include:  
• maintain accurate and detailed financial 

records  
• present a financial report at each meeting  
• make approved payments and pay agreed 

expenses 
• prepare and co-sign cheques as required  
• count and bank monies 
• provide and account for cash floats at 

events  
• charity registration and Gift Aid 
• prepare annual accounts and liaise with the 

independent examiner of accounts where 
necessary  

• ensure the committee has agreed 
appropriate procedures for the handling of 
financial matters 

 
If we do not find a replacement Treasurer, due to 
compliance, the St James’ PTA as a Charity will 
sadly no longer be able to function.  
  
Also, from next September Richard, Tim, Nina and 
myself (Fiona) will have completed our 3 years’ 
service as the PTA. A Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary are required and all nominations for 

these roles need to be with us by June 1st . We will 
recommend that the constitution changes from 3 
years’ to 2 years’ service. The PTA plays a vital role 
in raising much needed funds for our school. 
Without these positions filled the St James’ PTA 
Charity will not be able to continue therefore 
please give this consideration. As a reminder we 
raise on average £20,000 a year which benefits 
directly the school and our children. 
 
Please take a look at the attached flyer about why 
the PTA needs your help.  
  
DATES FOR THE DIARY  
April 27th Wednesday PTA Meeting 7.30pm 
June 14th Tuesday Own Clothes Day  
June 25th Saturday Summer Fair 
July 16th Summer Ball West Kent 
 
Thank you Louise, Ana, Cheryl and Lousie for 
helping with the KS1 Easter Hunt today. The 
children loved it ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


