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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that the KS2 parents who visited on 
Monday after school were able to enjoy seeing 
their children’s work in their trays.  
 
We started the week by Introducing Children’s 
Mental Health Week in assembly. This year's 
theme is Growing Together. All of this week we 
have been encouraging children to consider how 
they have grown and how they can help others to 
grow. We explained that we all continually grow 
both physically and emotionally. Challenges and 
trying new things can help us to grow and we often 
need support to help us to keep growing, 
especially when things get tough. We explained to 
the children that we need support to help us grow 
emotionally. We need our parents, our teachers 
and our friends. We often need others to help us 
to believe in ourselves, to keep going, and to try 
doing things a bit differently. We might get upset 
because we are finding our school work difficult or 
have fallen out with our friends but that these 
feelings are normal and that even when we feel 
like things are not going right in our lives, we can 
continue to grow. Reflecting on how much we’ve 
grown, and thinking of ways that we can continue 
to grow together is one good way to look after our 
mental health. Please see the attached Place 2be 
leaflet. They also offer tips to support parents with 
their children’s wellbeing and behaviour at the 
following site:  
 
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/ 
to support children’s wellbeing and behaviour 
Children have continued to work on their mental 
health this week. On Monday, Year 3 visited 
Jubilee Park and followed the path observing items 
of interest along the way such as the emerging 
daffodils. Once they had reached the open field, 
they formed a circle, were silent and practised 

Headteacher’s Message 
their breathing.  Miss Spencer-Boyce talked about 
the importance of mental health and wellbeing 
and how being outdoors can help with this. They 
then discussed what they could see and how it 
made them feel and, believe it or not, a rainbow 
appeared in the sky! On Tuesday they did some 
cloud spotting and on Wednesday they created 
worry monsters. I met with the Student Council 
this week and they told me about the things they 
had been learning about in their class discussions 
on mental health.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 went on a walk around Jubilee Park and 
Year 5 ‘Reached for the stars’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

On Tuesday we highlighted Safer Internet Day by 
holding an assembly and teaching the children 
about how to stay safe online. The theme this year 
is ‘Exploring respect and relationships online’. 
From gaming and chat, to streaming and video, 
young people are shaping the interactive 
entertainment spaces that they are a part of. Safer 
Internet Day 2022 celebrates young people’s role 
in creating a safer internet, whether that is whilst 
gaming and creating content, or interacting with 
their friends and peers. Safer Internet Day is 
celebrated globally in February each year to 
promote the safe and positive use of digital 
technology for children, and to inspire a national 
conversation about using technology responsibly, 
respectfully, critically, and creatively.  The NSPCC 
have produced a useful 15-minute webinar for 
parents that is about keeping children safe on 
gaming platforms and can be found on the 
following link:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YO6Ux7qfYXk 
 
Year 4 visited The Dulwich Picture Gallery this 
week and had a wonderful time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Year 5 took part in a virtual tour of the Houses of 
Parliament. The tour took them through The Lords 
and The Commons and everyone saw and learnt 
the difference between the two houses.  
The pupils were able to show how much they had 
learnt and asked challenging questions. The tour 
guide was very impressed with their questioning 
and hoped a future MP was amongst them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The KS2 Collective Worship was led by Adam, Mia, 
Alexandros and Alessandra. The theme was being 
Stewards of the Earth and the pupils created a 
powerpoint to illustrate what was happening in 
the world and how we could care and look after it.  
 

 

This week I met with the contractors who are 
starting work over half term on the schools’ water 
distribution. It is because of this work that we are 
sadly unable to run holiday clubs at the moment. 
The work will continue until the start of June and 
will take place out of school hours so will not 
disturb the children’s learning.  
 
 

The fence in the KS1 playground is waiting to be 
repaired so while we wait to have this work done 
please may I ask that you do not let your children 
near it at the start or the end of the day. Thank 
you.  
 
Please see the attached Student Council Minutes. 
It was a real pleasure to meet with the children 
this week.  
 
We ended this half term with a wonderful 
assembly given by Year 4. Thank you to Miss 
Atkinson and Year 4. 
 
We are working closely with Nourish, the catering 
company, as they try to appoint a new permanent 
school cook. We have Teresa working with 
Carolina and Edel at the moment until Nourish 
appoint a new cook. I know that there has been a 
lot of change recently in the kitchen but I hope the 
children will get to know Teresa while she is with 
us. She has been astounded by the children’s 
manners and how they have made her feel 
welcome.  
 
Please find attached a letter from the Bromley 
Deanery Faith in Action Group, to advise parents 
of the Faith in Action Award which is being 
launched this Saturday. The KS2 children have 
heard about the Award in a recent KS2 Assembly 
and many showed an interest in joining. If you 
would like your child to register and attend the 
Zoom meeting this Saturday, please follow the 
links provided.  
 
This week, Her Majesty The Queen became the 
first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum 
Jubilee, marking 70 years of service to the people 
of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the 
Commonwealth. To celebrate this unprecedented 
anniversary, we will be having a day of 
celebrations in school on Friday 27th May. This will 
provide an opportunity for us to celebrate the 
historic milestone and reflect on The Queen’s 70 
years of service. The children will be involved in 
activities throughout the day and from 12noon 
until 1:15 we will be holding a whole school family 
picnic on the school field. We will of course hold 
this inside the school if the weather is not kind to 
us on that day. On the 27th May the children are 
asked to dress up for the day as a Queen, a King, a 



 

 

Prince or a Princess.  Alternatively, they could 
wear red, white and blue if they prefer. If families 
would like to join us for our picnic we would ask 
that families arrive in school at 12 noon with their 
lunch. Further details will be sent to you nearer 
the time.   
 
I hope that you all have a good half term break.  

God bless 

Mrs Weeks 

 

Dates for your diary  
 
February 
Monday 14th –Friday 18th Half term  
Monday 21st Start of Fairtrade Fortnight 
Thursday 24th 9:30 Year 4 Class Mass at church  
Friday 25th International Day in school  
 
March 
Wednesday 2nd March Ash Wednesday Mass at 
church for KS2 and Year 2.  
Thursday 3rd World Book Day (Children can dress 
up as a book character) 
Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th Open Evenings 
March 7th Start of British Science Week 
Tuesday 8th International Women’s Day 
Thursday 10th Whole School Spring Walk 
Friday 11th CAFOD Family Fast Day 
Monday 21st World Poetry Day 
Thursday 24th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Tuesday 29th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly 
Thursday 31st Year 5 9:15 Passion Play 
 
April 
Friday 1st PTA Easter Egg Hunt for KS1  
Monday 4th-Monday 18th Easter Holidays 
Tuesday 19th Children return to school 
 
 
Word on Wednesday 

 

This Week’s Word is TRUST. We asked the children 
which people they really trust and why. Knowing 
who to trust is really important. We explained to 
the children that if we trust in God we will find 
security and hope. We suggested that in the days 
ahead, we can show our trust in God by possibly 
offering any concerns to God if we are feeling 
worried or to try to do our best without being 

afraid of making mistakes. We believe that God 
will bring good out of all that happens in life, even 
when things seem to be going wrong. 
 
Safeguarding 
 
We talk to the children about the SMART rules.  

SAFE: Keep safe by being careful not to give out 

personal information when you are chatting or 

posting online. Personal information includes your 

email address, phone number and password. 

 

MEETING: Meeting someone you have only been 

in touch with online can be dangerous. Remember 

online friends are still strangers even if you have 

been talking to them for a long time. 

 

ACCEPTING: Accepting emails, IM messages, or 

opening files, pictures or texts from people you do 

not know or trust can lead to problems – they may 

contain viruses or nasty messages! 

 

RELIABLE: Someone online might lie about who 

they are and information on the internet may not 

be true. Always check information with other 

websites, books or someone who knows. If you 

like chatting online it’s best to only chat to your 

real world friends and family. 

 

TELL: Tell your parent or a trusted adult if 

someone or something makes you feel 

uncomfortable or worried, or if you or someone 

you know is being bullied online. 

 
Note from the Governors on Climate Change 
 
Over the past few years, we have all become a lot 
more aware of climate change and Pope Francis 
has spoken about the importance of caring for our 
common home. This includes the Governors of St 
James’, who oversee what the school is doing and 
provide support. In that vein, we have been 
looking at how climate change will impact the 
school. 
  
St James’ has long had a goal of fostering a love of 



 

 

nature and the need to live more sustainably. This 
is being done through Forest School, the school 
garden and the example the school is setting for 
pupils, such as using automatic lighting, re-usable 
cups and planting trees in the grounds. 
  
Mrs Weeks is driving through greater awareness of 
the importance of caring for the world around us. 
She has signed the school up to the Eco-Schools 
programme and the Let’s Go Zero 2030 campaign. 
Despite the inevitable heavier rainfall in the 
future, St James’ is fortunately unlikely to be 
flooded thanks to the amount of open space 
nearby. However, this is sadly becoming a big 
threat for many schools in built-up areas. The Let’s 
Go Zero 2030 campaign is uniting schools to 
achieve carbon-zero by 2030. To reach that goal, 
the school and the Parish are keen to work 
together. The school will also need to rely on 
support from parents and we are lucky at St 
James’ in having such supportive parents. We 
would be very pleased to hear from any parent 
who has particular expertise in sustainability or bio
-diversity. The Governors can be reached through 
the school office.   
 
School Lunch Money 
The amount to pay for school dinners for next 

term (21st Feb-1st April 2022) is: 

  

• Year 3   £72.50 

• Year 4   £75 (please take off £2.50 if you paid 

for a school lunch on the day of the Dulwich 

Gallery Trip but supplied them with a packed 

lunch from home) 

• Year 5   £75 

• Year 6   £75 

 

Payment should be made to the following account 

by MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY: 

  

Sort Code:   308451 

Account Number:   41806860 

St James Primary School 

Reference:  SURNAME SLM (School Lunch Money) 

 
 
 

Awards 
Head Teacher Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KS1 Awards 
 

 
KS2 Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Cup was awarded to Lizzy, Y6 this 
week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year  Respect in class Pride in work 

Year 3 Samuel Orla 

Year 4 Natalia Taeya 

Year 5 Lucas Aleksandra 

Year 6 Jack Betsy 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Abraham Leonard Veronica 

Year 1 Lorenzo Millie Mia 

Year 2 Emmanuel Sophie Luis 

Year Positive attitude to 

Rec Jimmy 

Year 1 Ethan 

Year 2 Jack 

Year 3 Harrison 

Year 4 Jacob 

Year 5 Tom 

Year 6 Lily Mae 



 

 

Throughout the project, the young people will work 
towards a Discover Arts Award. 
(www.artsaward.org.uk) 
 
Workshops will be held on the following dates 
from 10.30-11.30am 

 Saturday 26 February 
Saturday 5 March 
Saturday 12 March 
Saturday 19 March 
Saturday 26 March 
Saturday 2 April 
  
Please email: orpington.library@gll.org for more 
information and to book a place. The idea is to attend 
all sessions where possible. 

 
 Other news 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fletcher in Y3 met Paula Radcliffe at his athletic 
club this week. He said that she was really lovely 
and took time to have a chat with him.  
 
 
  
 
 
 

Attendance 
31st Jan-4th Feb 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Library News 

 
The SPINE Festival is a creative arts festival for children, 
organised and run by several London boroughs and the 
spoken word organisation: Apples and Snakes. As part 
of this year's SPINE Festival, Bromley Libraries are 
offering children the chance to take part in Telling 
Tales: a six-week creative writing programme for 7-11 
year olds. Telling Tales will involve developing and 
creating stories and poems. Over the six weeks, 
attendees will engage and participate in writing, with a 
view to completing a story or poem that they can share 
with family and friends at the final session. Bromley’s 
Telling Tales programme will be run by poet, performer 
and educator Patrick Evans at Orpington Library. 
  

Year Number of wins 

Rec  

Y1 2 

Y2  

Y3 2 

Y4 2 

Y5  

Y6  

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 96.67 0 

Y1 88.33 1 

Y2 97 0 

Y3 100 1 

Y4 100 1 

Y5 95.39 1 

Y6 99.06 0 

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/
mailto:orpington.library@gll.org

