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St James’ RC Primary Newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 
 
Our new Reception children have all settled in well 

and Mrs Richards is very pleased with how they 

are getting on. I hope they will be very happy at St 

James’.    

We started the week by being introduced to the 
work that we will be doing this half term on 
Character Education. We have clear expectations 
on behaviour and with well-planned provision for 
character and personal development we aim to 
promote good mental wellbeing. We provide 
opportunities to help children explore and express 
their character and build the skills they need for 
resilience and empathy. There are four aspects to 
Character Education:  

the ability to remain motivated by long-term 
goals, to see a link between effort in the 
present and pay-off in the longer-term, 
overcoming and persevering through, and 
learning from, setbacks when encountered; 

the learning of positive moral attributes known 
as ‘virtues’, and including, for example, 
courage, honesty, generosity, integrity, 
humility and a sense of justice;  

the acquisition of social confidence and the 
ability to listen attentively to the views of 
others, behave with courtesy and good 
manners and speak persuasively to an 
audience;   

an appreciation of the importance of long-term 
commitments. 

 
This term we will be thinking about the word 
courage and what this means. Children will have a 
chance to nominate other children that they see 
demonstrating courage at school.  
 

Munchkins started with us this week and they are 

Headteacher’s Message 
teaching one session a week of PE to each class. 

They are excellent.  Mr Kay is with us on Mondays 

and Mr Stevenson is with us on Tuesdays.  

Year 4 were very excited to start their ukulele 

lessons with Mr Sterling from BYMT.  The children 

will be learning the Ukulele for 10 weeks and have 

made an excellent start. They  cannot wait for 

their next lesson.  

I hope that you find the Parent Information letters 

that are being sent out to you useful. They contain 

the information that you may have missed if you 

are unable to attend the Class Briefings that are 

taking place.  

I would like to say thank you to Year 6 who have 
all been allocated responsibilities across the 
school. These duties include looking after children 
in younger classes, organising the prayer table and 
helping in the dining hall. They have settled into 
their new roles extremely well and are such 
positive role models for the rest of the school. 
 
Each week the class teachers let everyone know in 
our Friday Celebration Assembly who their ‘Pupil 
of the Week’ is. This half term our focus is having a 
positive attitude to learning. To celebrate these 
children, I have afternoon tea with them on a 
Friday afternoon.   



 

 

As you know, we won a prize for our Joe Wicks 
planter before the summer holidays. With the 
prize money we have purchased a bird bath for 
the school garden. This ties in beautifully with the 
work we did earlier in the year concerning the 
promotion of bird baths.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children are once again starting to work in the 
garden and each week different children work 
alongside Mrs Deasy. Everyone will have a turn 
over the course of the year.  
 
It is very exciting to announce that we are taking 
part in the 'It's Good to Grow' scheme from 
Morrisons! We have signed up the school so that 
every time you spend £10 in store/online we will 
receive a token donated to the school. It is a very 
simple thing to do. You link your reward points 
system that you have to the school via the app. 
Once you are signed in via the free rewards app, 
click on 'Manage Tokens' and select the school. 
You need to type in the full address for this to 
come up - St James' RC Primary School or the 
school postcode. Then start collecting! We have 
until the 24th October and you can watch our 
tokens grow! Hopefully we can make it to 2500 
tokens so we can buy new children's 
gardening equipment. Thank you for your 
support,  
 
Have a lovely weekend.  
God Bless. 
Mrs Weeks 

In assembly on Fridays we also like to hear about 
awards that children have won outside of school 
so please encourage children to tell us about their 
achievements and bring in their awards.  
 
If children would like to play their instrument in 
assembly please ask them to speak to Miss 
Atkinson. We would love to listen to our talented 
musicians. 
 
The Daily Mile is starting again with renewed 
energy. This is an initiative that enables all children 
to jog or run at their own pace for 10 minutes 
every day. Everyone has fun taking part – it is not 
P.E. and it is not competitive – while building 
relationships, confidence and resilience. This can 
be summed up as Fun, Fresh air, Friends, Fitness 
and Focus – and the children enjoying a sense of 
Freedom. Thank you to Mrs Connolly for 
organising this.  
 
KS2 children have been proudly telling me that 
they are recording their reading in their Reading 
Logs. We certainly have some avid readers who 
truly have a love of reading. Keep up the great 
work KS2! The KS2 Reading Passports have now 
been sent out and we will be promoting them in 
school this term. Please encourage your children 
to complete them so that they can achieve their 
certificates at the end of the term. They are due 
back on Thursday 9th December.  
 
Bromley Youth Music Trust (BYMT) private music 
lessons are starting again. St James’ is so proud of 
all of the amazing children that play instruments at 
the school. We are very lucky to have peripatetic 
music teachers in a variety of instruments who 
offer exceptionally high-quality music sessions to 
suit each child. Currently the instruments we offer 
are:  
 
Violin with Mr Feiring  
Piano with Mr Albert 
Voice with Mrs Anderson 
Cello with Mrs Storey  
 
We would like to start introducing more 
instruments as the term progresses. If you would 
like information about any lessons please email 
the school office and we will pass the request to 
the BYMT music teacher.  



 

 

 
Awards 
 
                      Head Teacher Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is JESUS.  The name ‘Jesus’ in 
Hebrew means ‘God saves’. Jesus came to save us 
from doing wrong - to show us and to teach us 
how to live good lives. We talked to the children 
about how they think of Jesus. We asked them if 
he is distant like a stranger, or close like a friend? 
  
Safeguarding 
 
The NSPCC gives advice on keeping children safe. 
As a parent you have probably already talked to 
your children about things like crossing the road 
safely. But have you spoken to them about how to 
stay safe from sexual abuse? We know it’s a 
conversation no parent wants to have, but we 
believe it can feel just as natural, and be just as 
easy, as the road safety chat. The NSPCC call it 
talking PANTS. From P through to S, each letter 
gives an important message for children as young 
as four to help them stay safe. Please see the 
NSPCC website for more details.  
 

Pupil Premium Funding  
 
If your child is eligible for free school meals and 
you register them for this, the school will receive 
Pupil Premium Funding for your child. It’s provided 
for pupils who: 
· Are registered for free school meals  
· Have been registered for free school meals at any 
point in the past 6 years 
· Are, or have been, in care  
· Have parents in the armed forces  
 
Your child might be eligible if you access: 
· Income Support  
· Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance or 
Employment and Support Allowance 
· Support under part VI of the Immigration and 
Asylum Act 1999  
· The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
· Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled 
to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190)  
· Working Tax Credit run-on 
· Universal Credit, provided you have an annual 
net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 
per month)  
 
Children in KS1 are already entitled to a free 
school meal because of Universal Infant Free 
School Meals. This is completely separate from 
pupil premium. If your child is in KS1 and is eligible 
for Pupil Premium Funding you should still register 
as it is only then that the school will receive Pupil 
Premium funding.  If you think you are eligible 
please contact the school. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
September 
 
Monday 13th Reception start all day  
Monday 13th 2:50 Year 2 Class Briefing. Parents are 
invited into school to meet with Mrs Martin. 
Tuesday 14th 2:50 Year 3 Class Briefing. Parents are 
invited into school to meet with Miss Spencer-
Boyce 
Wednesday 15th 2:50 Year 4 Class Briefing. Parents 
are invited into school to meet with Miss Atkinson 
Thursday 16th 2:50 Year 5 Class Briefing. Parents 
are invited into school to meet Mrs Wilson 
Friday 17th: Jeans for Genes Day (Children may 

Year Positive attitude to 

learning 

Year 1 Sophia  

Year 2 Dylan 

Year 3 Finn 

Year 4 Joe 

Year 5 Isabelle 

Year 6 Kayleigh 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Francesca Tadas 

Year 4 Joshua Douglas 

Year 5 Evangeline Iona 

Year 6 Betsy Florence 



 

 

donate a £1 and wear own clothes and jeans)  
Tuesday 21st 2:50 Year 6 Class Briefing. Parents are 
invited into school to meet Mrs Connolly 
Tuesday 28th Bike Ability Group 1 for Year 6     

Wednesday 29th Bike Ability Group 1 for Year 6 
Wednesday 29th 6:30 KS2 Reading Comprehension 
Parent Talk 
Thursday 30th CAFOD Walk 9:15 
Thursday 30th Bike Ability Group 2 for Year 6 
 
October 
Friday 1st Bike Ability Group 2 for Year 6 
Friday 1st Year 5 Sleepover 
Tuesday 5th Scoot Sure for Year 3 
Wednesday 6thth 6:30 KS1 Phonic Talk   
Thursday 7th National Poetry Day 
Thursday 7th ECP online safety workshops 
Friday 8th 2:50 Y2 Class Assembly 
Monday 11th Wednesday 13Th: Year 6 to Wild Child 
Monday 18th Friday 29th Half Term Holiday 
 
November 
Monday 1st All Saints Day 
Wednesday 3rd Flu Nasal spray for all children 
Friday 5th 2:50 Y6 Class Assembly 
Thursday 11th Yr 6 Class Mass Remembrance Day 
Friday 12th Children in Need 
Monday 15th Anti bullying Odd sock day 
Monday 15th 3:30-6:30 Goal Sharing Meetings 

Tuesday 16th 3:30-6:30 Goal Sharing Meetings 
Thursday 18th 9:15 Open Morning for 2022 
Reception Intake 
Thursday 18th Image Theatre  
Friday 19th Type onesie awareness day  
Thursday 25th Individual Photographs and Sibling 
Photographs 
 December  
Monday 6th KS2 Carol Concert 6pm 
Wednesday 8th KS1 Nativity 9:15 
Thursday 9th KS1 Nativity 9:15 
Thursday 9th KS2 Reading Passports returned 
Thursday 9th Christmas Lunch 
Friday 10th Christmas Jumper Day Save the 
Children  
Tuesday 14th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly for 
children 
Wednesday 15th pm KS1 Christmas Party 
Thursday 16th pm KS2 Christmas Party 
Friday 17th: End of term 
Monday 20th: INSET Day  
 

Year 6 News 

This week in Year 6 we took part in a webinar 
about mental health and well-being with a 
company called Kooth. We looked at ways to help 
us deal with anxiety and stress. 
Here is a presentation from them that is aimed at 
children aged 10+ and also a link to their website. 
Young Person presentation: 
https://vimeo.com/470115097 

https://www.kooth.com/ 

 
This is an online community, which although is above 
many of our children at this moment, it may be of use 
in the future or with older siblings at secondary 
school. 

 

First Aid 
 
If your children have small accidents at school 
such as small cuts at playtime and we give plasters 
you will be notified by a white slip in book bags. 
Anything serious such as head bumps we will of 
course contact you during the day.  
Garden News 

'As the staff and children took a well-deserved 
sabbatical over the summer period, the school 
garden took no such break and has rewarded us 
with a great harvest of marrows, onions, runner 
beans and blackberries, not to mention sweet 
peas.  All produce has either been stored or frozen 
ready for a number of planned cooking events 
later in the school calendar.  A big thank you must 
go to  a merry band of staff volunteers who kept 
the garden well tended on our behalf. 

During the break, we had a visit from one of the 
Eco Rangers from Jubilee Park who gave excellent 
advice on how we can help to support their work 
in the park and manage our own site in a way that 
will protect both flora and fauna.  At the time of 
his visit, he was very excited to report that there 
had been a sighting of a rare butterfly within the 
park and inspecting our site, was sure that it could 
also be a visitor to the school.  Please visit  
https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterflies/
brown-hairstreak for more information. 

https://vimeo.com/470115097
https://www.kooth.com/


 

 

Hendrik in Year 5 and his father discovered an 
amazing 'Elephant Hawk Moth’ Caterpillar in their 
own garden and have taken the time to share 
some images with us.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, you will see photographs of Rosie in  Year 3 
enjoying a deep fried pumpkin flower, quite a 
delicacy enjoyed in Southern Italy.  The squash 
flowers were donated from the school garden and 
are, as her Dad explained, quite an expensive 
commodity...now there's a thought for a future 
fund raiser! 

Have a lovely weekend and enjoy the final throes 
of summer as autumn creeps into view.' 

Mrs Deasy 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA News 
  
100 CLUB 
Please look out for your 100 Club renewal email from 
the PTA. 
  
Alternatively, if you are not currently a member, 
please look out for a new subscriber's email with 
details of how to join. By signing up you can help to 
enhance your child’s experience at St James' as well 
as having a chance to win a cash prize each 
month.....the more subscribers the bigger the prize! 
  
AUTUMN BALL 2021 
The St James’ Ball 2021 is to be held on the 9th 
October at the West Kent Golf Club from 6.30pm. 
You will receive an email today with all the booking 
details and Tickets will go on sale next week @£65 a 
head. Tables are made up of 8/10 and there is a 
maximum capacity of 120. The tickets include 
Welcome drinks, A three course sit down meal and 
DJ. Tickets usually sell out within a day of release and 
are allocated on a first come first served basis, so get 
your tables organised and you remails at the ready! 
  
 SLEEPING BEAUTY PANTO AT THE CHURCHILL 
BROMLEY  - 14TH DECEMBER   
We can confirm that we have secured a block booking for 
the hugely popular Sleeping Beauty Panto on the 
14th December 2021 @5.30pm Bromley Churchill. 
This is always a brilliant evening and a great way of 
getting parents , grandparents and children together for a 



 

 

night of fun and frolics with the added bonus of raising 
a bit money for the school PTA. An email will be sent 
next week with booking details. 

 
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP 
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, Petts 
Wood' Facebook group. 
  
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
9th October  - Autumn Ball 2021 7.30pm 
October AGM and General PTA meeting Date TBC. 
14th December 2021 5.30pm  – Panto Churchill 
Bromley 
  

St. James’ Church  

There has been a change of Mass times at St 
James: 

As of 6th September, the 10am Monday morning 
Mass will resume. 

As of 12th September the 11.30am Sunday Mass 
will change to 11am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Oakies Club 

Breakfast and After School Club are back and the 

children are all enjoying playing together. The 

older children are playing with the younger 

children and they  all seem to be having fun. They 

spend their time in the hall and in the ICT suite 

and outside on the field and apparatus. The adults 

are adults that the children already see around 

school. Please contact the club on 

breakfastclub@st-james.bromley.sch.uk if you 

would like your child to attend these sessions.  

 

The Schoolreaders Book Review Competition is 

open until the 30th September and there are some 

fantastic book prizes to be won for the school and 

the individual children as well as a chance for a 

whole class to enjoy a talk from award-winning 

children’s author M. G. Leonard.  

https://www.schoolreaders.org/bookreview
https://www.mgleonard.com/

