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Dear Parents, 
 
I want to start by thanking the PTA and everyone 
who supported the Christmas Fair on Saturday. It 
was truly amazing. Everything was so well 
organised and everything run smoothly and safely. 
Thank you to Mr and Mrs Dunn and Mr and Mrs 
Boyle particularly for everything that they do for 
the school. They make everything look so easy but 
of course we know the huge amount of work that 
goes into an event like Saturday’s. We even had 
Father Christmas visit us! It is quite unbelievable 
how much money the PTA raised. Thank you to 
everyone who helped to raise this tremendous 
amount of money. Of course, it is also amazing 
how the PTA help to create such a wonderful 
feeling of community. It was a great way to spend 
a Saturday afternoon and it made me feel so 
blessed to be part of this special community.   
 
This week, we lit the second candle on our Advent 
Wreath and continued our reflection as we look 
ahead and await the birth of Jesus. The second 
candle is the candle of faith. It is also known as the 
Bethlehem Candle to remind us of the journey 
Mary and Joseph made to Bethlehem. The second 
candle shows that Christ is the Way. Christ is the 
Light sent into the world to show us the way out of 
darkness. The children have all written their 
Advent promises and these are displayed in 
classrooms.  
 
The highlights of this week have of course been 
the KS2 Carol Concert and the KS1 Nativity. KS2 
took us on a journey through the season of Advent 
and helped us to celebrate the light of Christ. We 
were all so proud of KS2. Well done! Thank you to 
Father David and the Parish for helping us to make 
this so safe and for organising the live streaming.  
 

Headteacher’s Message 

The KS1 ‘Children of the World’ Nativity really 
was a joy to see. A Christmas Nativity performed 
by children so young is probably one of the most 
powerful symbols of the Christmas season. It 
certainly brings such happiness to those able to 



 

 

 
Y5 and Y6 welcomed Maria from Bromley Veolia 
into school to talk to them about what happens 
with recycling waste within Bromley. It was very 
interesting to see how these things happen on a 
local rather than a global scale and it certainly was 
a good reminder about how important it is to be a 
Recycling Hero!  

Some KS2 children took part in a Chess Club trial 
session on Friday which they thoroughly enjoyed. 
The information about the Chess Club that is 
restarting after Christmas will be sent out shortly.  
 
We all enjoyed our school Christmas Lunch this 
week. The lunch was delicious and we want to 
thank Claire, Edel and Carolina, our school cooks, 
for working so hard to make sure 218 Christmas 
Lunches were served in 30 minutes! A mammoth 
task! The Christmas hats also looked fantastic.  
 
 
 
 
 

watch and stirs strong emotion in all. I want to say 
a huge well done to all the children.  
 

 
I obviously also want to thank all the adults in both 
KS1 and KS2 who have worked so hard to prepare 
the children for our Christmas Productions. This is 
yet another example of how the St James’ staff 
work so incredibly hard. Thank you to them all.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated money at the 
end of the KS2 Carol Concert and the KS1 
Nativities or who sent money into school for The 
Cardinal Hume Centre and The Passage. We raised 
£674.67!  

We have had a busy and exciting week at school.  
Year 6 took part in Coding sessions this week. They 
linked up with live webinars each day with 
Microsoft and Coram to learn how to block code 
and create arcade games. This has been really 
useful and has reminded the children how code 
works and prepares them for using Python later in 
the year to code. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to everyone who supported ‘Save the 
Children’ on Friday and wore their Christmas 
Jumpers to school. It all certainly looked very 
festive and we raised £168.65! Thank you. 

I held a Student Council Meeting this week. One of 
the children started the meeting with a prayer. We 
had a very productive meeting and discussed 
many things. The minutes are attached and will be 
added to the website.  
 
Thank you to Mr and Mrs Cunningham for the 
wonderful donation of a chair and footstool for 
our Prayer Corner. The children will now have 
somewhere comfortable to sit while they are 
reflecting. 

 
It was a treat for us on Friday when Aadhanya in 
Y3 sung to us and Jaiden in Y5 accompanied her on 
the piano as we came into our whole 
school assembly. Aadhanya sung in Tamil about 
the light that Jesus brought to the world when He 
was born at Christmas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

We are sending lots of love and congratulations to 
Mr and Mrs Martin on the birth of their baby boy 
and we are looking forward to meeting him 
soon. Apparently Year 2 are voting on a name!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nest week is another busy week so please take a 
look at the dates. Please see the attached letter 
about the NSPCC assemblies.  
 
Finally, I wanted to share the attached letter from 
the DfE that we received this week concerning our 
Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ Grade.  Gareth Bacon MP 
also wrote to me to send his congratulations and 
to say that  the Ofsted Report  certainly makes for 
highly impressive reading.  
 
God Bless and have a wonderful weekend.    
 
Mrs Weeks 
 
 

Word on Wednesday 
 
This week’s word is MERCY. In this Sunday’s 
Gospel, John the Baptist prepares the people for 
the coming of Jesus. He tells them to share with 
others and to show mercy – to put people first; to 
feel for those who suffer and to do something to 
help. We talked to the children about how we 
should all be compassionate, patient and forgiving. 
Merciful people do things out of their love and 
care for others and this helps make the world a 
better place.  
 
Safeguarding 
 
St James' is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
Every school has a Designated Safe Guarding Lead. 
Our Designated Safe Guarding Lead is Mrs 
Weeks and our Deputy Designated Safeguarding 
Leads are Mrs Wilson and Mrs Richards. The 
Designated Safeguarding Lead is the first point of 
contact for reporting concerns about the safety 
and well-being of a child. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
Please check these each week as there may be 
changes. 
 
December  
Monday 13th NSPCC assembly on Speak out, Stay 
Safe for all classes during this week 
Monday 13th Year 4 Cooking 
Tuesday 14th Year 5 Cooking 
Tuesday 14th KS2 Reading Passport Assembly for 
children 
Wednesday 15th Year 6 Cooking 
Wednesday 15th pm KS1 Christmas Party  
Thursday 16th pm KS2 Christmas Party  
Thursday 16th 3:30 Year 4 Ukulele Performance in 
the hall.   
Friday 17th Reception, Year 2 and Year 4—Own 
Clothes Day for having the best attendance. 
Friday 17th End of term 
 
January 
Tuesday 4th Children return to school 
 
 
 



 

 

Attendance 
29th Nov—3rd Dec 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Winners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to Reception Class, Year 2 and Year 4 
for winning the attendance competition over the 
term. They are able to enjoy an own clothes day 
on Friday 17th December.   
 

 

Year Number  of wins 

Rec 3 

Y1 2 

Y2 3 

Y3 0 

Y4 3 

Y5 1 

Y6 2 

Class Attendance (%) Occasions Late  

Rec 99 0 

Y1 97.24 0 

Y2 94.44 0 

Y3 98.12 0 

Y4 92.76 0 

Y5 94.33 1 

Y6 95.22 0 

Awards 
Head Teacher Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Courtesy Cup is awarded to  Mia , Y5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year  Pride in work Respect in class 

Year 3 Anthony Finn 

Year 4 Dominic Chetty 

Year 5 Henry Harry 

Year 6 Georges Isobel 

Year  Gold Sticker Award Golden Promises 

Rec Tadhg Julius Sebastian 

Year 1 Olivia Hugo Lucas 

Year 2 Callum Nishca Benedict 

Year Positive attitude to 

Rec Clara 

Year 1 Carlotta 

Year 2 Catherine 

Year 3 Lukas 

Year 4 Taeya 

Year 5 Alexander 

Year 6 Florence 



 

 

We are still getting all the costs in for the Fair but 
to give you an idea of what we made from the fair 
and including the Christmas Tree sale and 
preloved uniform we are looking at a profit of over 
£7,500! 
 
Panto 14th December 
If you haven’t got your ticket please get in contact 
with the PTA. We look forward to seeing you on 
Tuesday. 
  
 MATCH FUNDING 
We would be grateful if you could see if your 
employer has a match funding scheme or if they 
are willing to match fund any of our events. 
If you are able to help us this way, please let us 
know and we can discuss your companies’ 
requirements. pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com 

Charity Name: St James School Parent Teachers 
Association 
Charity Number : 1057497 
  
PTA FACEBOOK GROUP 
Keep up to date with all the PTA news, events, and 
activities by joining the 'PTA St James' Primary, 
Petts Wood' Facebook group. 
  
DATES FOR THE DIARY 
  
Panto at the Churchill Theatre - Tuesday 14th 
December at 5:30pm 
  
Best Wishes,  
The PTA 
 
 
Birthday Wish Lists 
 
Please remember that we are encouraging 
children not to bring sweets in for their birthdays. 
Instead, we are suggesting that parents might like 
to donate a book to the class for the children to 
bring in on their birthday. The Class Birthday Book 
Wish Lists are on the website in the PTA section. 
Thank you in advance for any birthday donations. 
Staff have stickers and will add the children's 
names to the books that they bring in.   
  

 
 
 

Oakies News 
 
We have had a very fun week making penguins 
and Christmas trees. We also held a big Dodge Ball 
session in the hall.  The children really enjoyed this 
game and we have decided to play Dodge Ball 
more often. 
 
We held our annual Oakies Christmas party on 
Wednesday evening, where the children had their 
party food accompanied by Christmas music.  We 
then continued the songs and dancing in the ICT 
suite.   
 
Thank you so much for all the wonderful Christmas 
gifts, it is lovely to be appreciated.  Have a very 
Happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing all 
the Oakies children in the new year. 
 
Oakie dokie 

 
PTA NEWS 
 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 2021 
  
Well we all got there in the end and what a 
fantastic Fair it turned out to be...the sun even 
came out for us! 
 
There are so many people we need to thank 
including the PTA Reps, Staff, Parents, Children, 
Mr Jawed, Miss Spencer-Boyce and Santa!!!!, but 
most of all we would like to thank Mrs Weeks 
who, without her positivity and flexibility, allowed 
us to still hold our very special Christmas Fair even 
with all the obstacles we had thrown at us. 
  
We hope you all enjoyed it. 

mailto:pta.stjamesprimary@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 


